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SOUTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT

241 MAIN STREET

BLOSSBURG, PA 16912

MINUTES:  BOARD OF EDUCATION– April 12, 2004

The meeting of the Board of Education was called to order by President Jeffrey Rush, with the following members present: Kathleen Halstead, Barbara Shull, Roxanne Landis, Francine Wunderlich, William Miller, Susan Jaquish and Terry Osborne.

Also present were Messrs: Kalata, Rakoski, Lindner, David, Mrs. Crowell, Mrs. Strassburg, Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Sargent, Mrs. Drabick, Mrs. Sick and interested teachers and citizens.

Mr. Kalata read a resolution honoring district volunteers and designating April 18-24 as Volunteers Recognition Week. (EXHIBIT)
Mr. Kalata recognized First Citizens National Bank for providing student insurance in support of athletes unable to participate due to loss of insurance coverage caused by a local strike.

Mr. Rush recognized Terry Morgan-Grala and Larry Smith as 2003-04 “Teachers of the Year” in our elementary and secondary schools, respectively.

Mr. Rakoski presented and collected ballots for election of persons to the IU#17 Board of Directors.

The Minutes of the meeting held on March 15, 2004 were read by the Board.  On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mrs. Halstead the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the minutes as amended to include an assessment tool for the “Applications” course approved in March.

The Financial Summary was presented and showed a balance in the General Fund Checking Account of $3.48, $1,708,235.42 in the Cash Management Account, and $1,799,491.21 in PLGIT.  The report also included statements regarding the Student Activity Funds, Student Athletic Funds, Capital Reserve Funds, and Bank Notes.  On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mrs. Wunderlich the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the Financial Summary as presented.  (EXHIBIT)

The Board studied the Bill List for the General Fund.  On motion of Mrs. Halstead and second of Mr. Miller the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve paid bills in the amount of $1,779,257.83 and bills to be paid in the amount of $82,056.38.  (EXHIBIT)
Mr. Rakoski presented the Food Service Report indicating a loss of $411.54 in the breakfast program and a loss of $706.44 in the lunch program, for the month of February. On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mrs. Landis the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the food service report as presented. (EXHIBIT)
On motion of Mrs. Jaquish and second of Mrs. Wunderlich the Board voted 8 to 0 to accept the following:

· Retirement of Joan Berresford, vocal music teacher at W. L. Miller Elementary School, effective at the conclusion of the 2003-04 school year.

· Retirement of William Berresford, instrumental music teacher at W.L. Miller Elementary and Mansfield High Schools, effective at the conclusion of the 2003-04 school year.

· Retirement of C. Wesley Detar, health/physical/driver education teacher at Mansfield High School, effective at the conclusion of the 2003-04 school year.

· Retirement of Deborah Detar, elementary teacher at W. L. Miller Elementary School, effective at the conclusion of the 2003-04 school year.

· Retirement of Robert Houser, physical education teacher at Blossburg and Liberty Elementary Schools, effective at the conclusion of the 2003-04 school year.

· Retirement of Barbara Johnston, elementary teacher at W. L. Miller Elementary School, effective June 11, 2004.

· Retirement of Barbara Koernig, french teacher at Mansfield and Liberty High Schools, effective at the conclusion of the 2003-04 school year.

· Retirement of Mary Jane Krotzer, English teacher at Liberty High School, effective June 12, 2004.

· Retirement of Jane Wilson, reading teacher at W.L. Miller Elementary School, effective at the conclusion of the 2003-04 school year.

· Resignation of Tammie Dawson, part-time cafeteria employee at Mansfield High School, effective May 28, 2004.

On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mr. Miller the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the Facility Use Permits as presented.  (EXHIBIT)
On motion of Mrs. Halstead and second of Ms. Shull the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve Field Trip and Conference Requests as presented.  (EXHIBIT)

Mr. Kalata reported for the administration and stated that:

· The Auditor General’s office has been performing an audit for fiscal year 2000-01 and 2001-02. An exit conference will be held at 11:00 a.m. on April 19 in the administration office.

· Mr. Osborne reported the professional staff negotiations are continuing in a positive environment.

Student Representative, Renee Norman reported on student activities throughout the district.

Billie Sue Atkinson, Morris Run, repeated her request for additional educational services and placement for her child.

The Administration recommended Board approval of the following:

Extending the contract of Natalie Hetzel, long-term substitute vocal music teacher at the Blossburg Schools, for the remainder of the 2003-04 school year. Ms. Hetzel will be employed at a daily rate of $180.11 plus benefits as defined by the Substitute Professional Employees Conditions of Employment.

The employment of Amy Mahonski, computer support assistant at Mansfield High School, effective April 13, 2004.  Ms. Mahonski will be employed at an hourly rate of $8.50 plus benefits as defined by the CWA Education Assistants Employment Agreement.

The addition of the following individuals to the daily substitute list for the 2003/2004 school year:

· Rene Allen, cafeteria employee, effective 3/31/04

· Ericka LeBlanc, student custodian, effective 3/30/04

· Diane Sentgeorge, teacher assistant and secretary, effective 3/31/04

· Chad Roupp, custodian, effective 4/6/04

· Jeremy Kennedy, student custodian, effective 4/7/04

A request from Christa Alexander, social studies teacher at Mansfield High School, for a maternity leave effective May 15, 2004, for the remainder of the 2003-04 school year.

A request from Kimberly Holcomb, vocal music teacher at the Blossburg Schools, to extend her maternity leave from April 22, 2004, through October 22, 2004.

On motion of Mr. Miller and second of Mrs. Halstead the Board voted 8 to 0, by roll call, to approve the above recommendations.

The Administration recommended Board approval of the following:

· 2004/2005 I.U. #17 Budget
· An agreement with I.U. #17 for speech and language, vision, psychological, and related services in the amount of $38,362.31 for the 2004/2005 school year.

· An agreement with I.U.#17 to accept the IDEA allocation in the amount of $259,289.76.

· 2004-2005 Art/General/Custodial Supply Bids

On motion of Ms. Shull and second of Mrs. Landis the Board voted 8 to 0, by roll call, to approve the above recommendations.

The Administration recommended Board approval of the addition of Kathy Phippen, Chamberlain Transportation, to the 2003-04 Approved Bus Driver List, for vans only until receipt of her CDL. On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mrs. Halstead the Board voted 8 to 0, to approve the recommendation. 

The Administration recommended Board approval to submit the following grants:

Educational Assistance Grant in the amount of $159,908 over 2 years for a summer program in 2004 and an after school program in 2005 to meet the needs of students who tested below basic on the PSSA test or current district assessments.

Enhancing Education through Technology (EETT) Grant in the amount of $110,000 over 2 years to improve student academic achievement through the use of technology.

Southern Tioga Enhancement of Program Supports Grant (STEPS) to expand transition programming for high school students.

On motion of Mr. Miller and second of Mrs. Wunderlich the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the above recommendations.

The Administration recommended Board approval of the following supplemental contracts for the 2003/2004 school year: 

· Renee Grinnell, assistant softball coach , Liberty High School, for $1,707.00

· Howard Woodruff, co-boys tennis coach, Mansfield High School, for $923.00

· Erick Cummings, co-boys tennis coach, Mansfield High School, for $923.00

On motion of Mrs. Wunderlich and second of Ms. Shull the Board voted 8 to 0, by roll call, to approve the above recommendations.

The Administration recommended Board approval for homebound instruction for a W.L. Miller Elementary School student.  On motion of Mrs. Halstead and second of Mr. Osborne the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the recommendation.

Board  President Rush made the following  announcements:

· Next Board Meeting, Monday, May 10, 2004

6:30 P.M., North Penn High School Auditorium, Blossburg

· Board Work Session

Monday, May 3, 2004

6:30 P.M., Boyanowski Administration Building Conference Room,

Blossburg

· Executive Session(s)
Negotiations Committee

Monday, April 12, 2004

5:30 P.M., North Penn High School Library, Blossburg

RE: Labor

· Board of Education

Monday, April 12, 2004, following the board meeting

North Penn High School Library, Blossburg

RE: Labor

· Negotiations Committee

Tuesday, April 20, 2004

5:00 P.M., North Penn High School Library, Blossburg

RE: Labor

· Negotiations Committee

Thursday, May 6, 2004

4:30 P.M., North Penn High School Library, Blossburg

RE: Labor

· Negotiations Committee

Wednesday, May 19, 2004

4:30 P.M., North Penn High School Library, Blossburg

RE: Labor
On motion of Mrs. Halstead and second of Mr. Miller the Board voted 8 to 0 

to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted

__________________________

James J. Rakoski, Board Secretary
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