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SOUTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT

241 MAIN STREET

BLOSSBURG, PA 16912

MINUTES:  BOARD OF EDUCATION– August 8, 2005
The meeting of the Board of Education was called to order by Board President, Kathleen Halstead, with the following members present: Barbara Shull, Francine Wunderlich, Susan Jaquish, Roxanne Landis, Ivan Erway, Terry Osborne, and Dan Berguson.

Also present were Messrs: Kalata, Rakoski, Lindner, Sikorski, Barton, Mrs. Crowell, Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Sargent, Mrs. Drabick, Mrs. Strassburg, Mrs. Sick, Mrs. Freeman, and interested teachers and citizens.
Mr. Rakoski administered the oath of office to student representative Katherine Tokarz.
The Minutes of the meetings held on June 13, 2005 were read by the Board. On motion of Mr. Berguson and second of Mrs. Wunderlich the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the minutes as amended. 

The Financial Summary was presented and showed a balance in the General Fund Checking Account of $20,908.26, $1,987,590.37 in the Cash Management Account, $1,317,982.04 in PLGIT.  The report also included statements regarding the Student Activity Funds, Student Athletic Funds, Scholarship Funds, Capital Reserve Funds, Bank Notes, and Swaption Proceeds.  On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Ms. Shull the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the Financial Summary as presented.  (EXHIBIT)

The Board studied the Bill List for the General Fund.  On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mr. Berguson the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve paid bills in the amount of $2,764,387.27 and bills to be paid in the amount of $140,000.98.  (EXHIBIT)
Mr. Rakoski presented the food service report for the months of May and June reflecting an operational gain of $4,702.35 in the breakfast program and loss of $11,755.98 in the lunch program.  On motion of Mrs. Jaquish and second of Mr. Osborne the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the Food Service Report as presented. (EXHIBIT)

Mr. Kalata recognized Mrs. Halstead and thanked her for her years of service to district as a School Director and Chairperson of the Board of Education.
On motion of Ms. Shull and second of Mrs. Wunderlich the Board voted 8 to 0 to accept the following: 

· Resignation of Kathleen Halstead, Board President and School Director from Region 3, effective August 9, 2005.
· Retirement of Harriet Holleman, Teacher Assistant at Liberty Elementary School, effective July 31, 2005.

· Resignation of Karen Pierce, Teacher Assistant, at Mansfield High School, effective July 29, 2005.

· Resignation of the following coaches:



Darla Lieb, Assistant Volleyball Coach at Liberty High School


James Bogaczyk, Jr. High Football Coach at North Penn High School


Amy Pequignot, Volleyball Coach at North Penn High School


Brooke Beacom, Cheerleading Advisor at North Penn High School 
· Resignation of Sarah Thomas, Instrumental Music Teacher, at the Blossburg Schools.

· Resignation of Jeffrey Wynne, English Teacher at North Penn Jr. Sr. High School.  
· Resignation of Sherri Prough, Physical Education Teacher at North Penn High School. 
On motion of Mr. Landis and second of Mr. Berguson the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the Facility Use Permits as presented.  (EXHIBIT)
On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Ms. Shull the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve Field Trip and Conference Requests as presented.  (EXHIBIT)

Mr. Kalata announced that the district has received approval for a “project 720” grant to study the restructuring of high schools.

 Julie Besanceny, Mansfield, questioned the number of student locker visits permitted at Mansfield Jr. Sr. High School.  Mr. Kalata responded that he had no additional information available but would research the matter with Mrs. Drabick.
Mary Ellen Hill, Mansfield, questioned the position of Supervisor of Curriculum and Instruction.  Mr. Kalata indicated that information would be presented later in the meeting.

The Administration recommended Board approval of the following:

· To enter into a lease agreement with Municipal Capital Corporation for 248 LAM systems computers to replace computer labs throughout the District for a total of $184,760 over 3 years.  
· To enter into a 63-month lease agreement with Postage Pros Plus for an automatic mail machine for the Administration office in the amount of $192.75/month, all inclusive. 
· To renew a contract with Laurel Health System for Occupational and Physical Therapy services for the 2005-06 school year in the amount of $50.74/hour plus 37¢/mile.

· To renew an agreement with Tioga County Human Services in support of the District’s Student Assistance Program.  
On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mrs. Landis the Board voted 7-0-1, by roll call, with Mrs. Jaquish abstaining, to approve the above recommendations.

The Administration recommended Board approval of the following: 
· To renew an agreement with Joyful Happenings Daycare to remain at W.L. Miller Elementary School for 2005-06 in the amount of $200/month.

· To renew an agreement with Mansfield Area Nursery School to remain at W.L. Miller Elementary School for 2005-06 in the amount of $100/month.

On motion of Mr. Berguson and second of Mrs. Wunderlich the Board voted 8 to 0, by roll call, to approve the above recommendations.
The Administration recommended Board approval of a contract with Ivan Erway to provide daily transportation of students to and from school during the 2005-06 in accordance with district formula (estimated cost-$26,061) and approval to place Ivan Erway on our list of approved school bus drivers for 2005-06.  On motion of  
Ms. Shull and second of  Mrs. Jaquish the Board voted 7-0-1, by roll call, with Mr. Erway abstaining, to approve the above recommendation.
The Administration recommended Board approval of the School Bus Driver List for the 2005-06 school year (EXHIBIT). 
On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mrs. Wunderlich the Board voted 8 to 0, by roll call, to approve the above recommendation.

The Administration recommended Board approval of Pupil Transportation contracts to provide daily transportation of students to and from school during the 2005-06 school year (EXHIBIT).  On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mrs. Wunderlich the Board voted 8 to 0, by roll call, to approve the above recommendation.  
The Administration recommended Board approval to enter into a contract with Deborah Gilbert to provide pupil transportation service to and from the Scranton State School for the Deaf during the 2005-06 school year at a rate of 80% of state formula (estimated cost-$13,682).  On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mr. Berguson the Board voted 8 to 0, by roll call, to approve the above recommendation.

The School Board recommended adoption of the Board Goals developed at a board conference held on July 19, 2005 (EXHIBIT).  On motion of Ms. Shull and second of Mrs. Landis the Board voted 8 to 0, to approve the recommendation.

The Administration recommended Board approval of the following:


A request from Amy DeCamp, English Teacher at North Penn High School, 
for an Uncompensated Leave of Absence for the 2005/2006 school year, as per 
Board Policy #439. 


A request from Paula Harold, Math Teacher at Mansfield High School, 
for an Uncompensated Leave of Absence for the 2005/06 school year, as per 
Board Policy #439.  
On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mrs. Wunderlich the Board voted 8 to 0, by roll call, to approve the above recommendations.

The Administration recommended Board approval of the following:


To employ Lindsey Mays, as a Student Custodian at W. L. Miller Elementary 
School, effective June 14, 2005.  Ms. Mays will be employed at an hourly rate 
of $7.00 as defined by the Conditions of Employment for Hourly Employees. 


To employ David Crowley, as an English Teacher at North Penn High School, 
effective August 25, 2005.  Mr. Crowley will be employed as a Temporary 
Professional Employee at the Step 1 of the Bachelor’s salary column, $35,035, 
plus benefits as defined by the STEA/STSD Agreement.


To employ Jonathan Ruth, as an Instrumental Music Teacher at North Penn 
High/Blossburg Elementary Schools, effective August 25, 2005, pending 
receipt of his FBI Clearance.  Mr. Ruth will be employed as a Temporary 
Professional Employee at the Step 5 of the Bachelor’s salary column, $38,510, 
plus benefits as defined by the STEA/STSD Agreement. 


To employ Jennifer Wile, as an Elementary Teacher at W.L. Miller 
Elementary School, effective August 25, 2005.  Ms. Wile will be employed as 
a Temporary Professional Employee at the Step 1 of the Bachelor’s salary 
column, $35,035, plus benefits as defined by the STEA/STSD Agreement.


To employ Kelly Taormina, as Long-Term Substitute English Teacher at 
North Penn High School, for the 2005/2006 school year.  Ms. Taormina will 
be employed at a daily rate of $188.36 plus benefits as defined by the 
Conditions of Employment for Substitute Professional Employees.  


To employ individuals listed on the exhibit as day-to-day substitute 
employees (EXHIBIT).

On motion of Mr. Berguson and second of Mrs. Landis the Board voted 8 to 0, by roll call, to approve the above recommendations.

The Administration recommended Board approval, retroactively, of the following personnel who were employed for summer programs:


Rachael Schonher, Teacher Assistant, for the Summer Pathways: A bridge to 
Success Program, at Blossburg Elementary School, in the amount of $1,000.


Mary Jane Krotzer, English Teacher, for the Summer Program, in the 
amount of $2,000.


Julie Betts, Learning Support Teacher, for tutoring an individual student 
during the summer months at an hourly rate of $28.23.


James Sparks, Driver Education Teacher, Mansfield High School, at an 
hourly rate of $30.67.

On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mr. Erway the Board voted 8 to 0, by roll call, to approve the above recommendations.

The Administration recommended Board approval to amend action taken at the June 13, 2005, Board Meeting which added 11 junior high coaching supplemental contracts at $1,357 each, to approve 11 assistant junior high coaching contracts at $997.00 each, a total of $10,967. On motion of Mr. Wunderlich and second of Mrs. Jaquish the Board voted 8 to 0, by roll call, to approve the recommendation.

The Administration recommended Board approval of the following supplemental contracts for the 2005/2006 school year (EXHIBITS): 
Mansfield High School

· Christian Paredes, Asst. Junior High Soccer Coach, for $997.00 

· John Horning, Golf Coach, for $2,041.00

· Kyle Smith, Junior High Soccer Coach, for $1,357.00 
· Christa Alexander, National Honor Society Advisor, for $826.00

· Kristin Broughton, Band Front Advisor, for $826.00

· Jason Dominick, Head Girls Basketball Coach, for $3,675.00 

· David Redell, Head Wrestling, for $3,675.00


Liberty High School 
· Barry Mase, Junior High Soccer Coach, for $1,357.00
· Brigette Ostrom, Assistant Volleyball Coach, for $1,887.00

· Brigette Ostrom, Freshman Class Advisor, for $826.00

· Elizabeth Jacobs, Stage Production Advisor, for $1,441.00

· Eric Broughton, Co-Senior Class Advisor, for $523.00

· Brian Litzelman, Co-Senior Class Advisor, for $523.00
· Carol Alexander, Cheerleading Advisor, for $2,164.00

North Penn High School
· Brenda Copp, Cheerleading Advisor, for $2,164.00
· Darla Lieb, Head Volleyball Coach, for $2,858.00
· Richard Albright, Jr. High Football Coach, for $1,357.00

The following mentors for New Teachers in the amount of $1,168.00 each: 

· Brian Litzelman, Health & Phy. Ed. Teacher, Liberty High School, mentor for Joey-Sue Hamilton-Ficks, New Health & Phy. Ed Teacher. 
· Erin Litzelman, Math Teacher, Liberty High School, mentor for Charles Kefover, new Math Teacher.
· Tom Nelson, Instrumental Music Teacher, Liberty Schools, mentor for Elizabeth Jacobs, new Vocal Music Teacher, Liberty and North Penn High Schools.
· Ellen Reed, Learning Support Teacher, Liberty High School, mentor for Brigette Ostrom, new Learning Support Teacher, Liberty High School 
On motion of Ms. Shull and second of Mr. Berguson the Board voted 8 to 0,by roll call,  to approve the above recommendations.

The Administration recommended Board approval of the following internship request:


Noreen Wheeler, Guidance Counselor, Liberty High School, Internship with 
Principal Sharon Miller at Liberty High School through Bucknell University.


Greg Johns, Internship with Guidance Counselor Katrina Barton at North 
Penn High School through Mansfield University, pending receipt of 
clearances.

On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mrs. Landis the Board voted 8 to 0, to approve the above recommendations.

The Administration recommended approval of the following:

· Holly Loganbill, as Volunteer Key Club Advisor at Mansfield High School 
· Jim Bogaczyk, as Varsity Football Volunteer at North Penn High School
· Thad Compton, as Varsity Football Volunteer at North Penn High School

· Che Regina, as Varsity Football Volunteer at North Penn High School

On motion of Mr. Berguson and second of Mrs. Wunderlich the Board voted 8 to 0, to approve above recommendations.
The Administration recommended Board approval to dismiss Gary Bubacz, custodian at Liberty High School, effective August 8, 2005.  On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Ms. Shull the Board voted 8 to 0, by roll call, to approve the above recommendation.
The Administration requested permission to eliminate the position of Coordinator of Instructional Services and Grants, effective December 1, 2005.  On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mr. Erway the Board voted 8 to 0, by roll call, to approve recommendation.

The Administration requested approval to create the position of Supervisor of Curriculum and Instruction, a 12 month administrative position, at a minimum salary of $70,000, effective December 1, 2005.  On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mr. Erway the Board voted 8 to 0, by roll call, to approve recommendation.

The Administration recommended Board approval of the following:


To transfer Audrey Brown, Teacher Assistant for a Student with Special 
Needs, from Mansfield High School, to W.L. Miller Elementary School, 
effective August 25, 2005.


To transfer Debra Coates, Teacher Assistant for a Student with Special 
Needs, from W. L. Miller Elementary School to Mansfield High School, 
effective August 25, 2005.


To transfer Diane Wandell, Teacher Assistant for a Student with Special 
Needs, from W. L. Miller Elementary School to Mansfield High School, 
effective August 25, 2005.

To add a Teacher Assistant for a Student with Special Needs at W. L. Miller 
Elementary School to meet the needs of two students.

On motion of Ms. Shull and second of Mr. Osborne the Board voted 8 to 0, by roll call,  to approve the above recommendations.

The Board recommended Board approval for Susan Jaquish to serve as the I.U. 17 Board Representative for the 2005-06 school year.  On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mrs. Wunderlich the Board voted 8 to 0, to approve the recommendation.
The Administration recommended Board approval to accept a bid from Finger Lakes Roofing Technologies, Inc., in the amount of $63,900 for roofing repairs at Warren L. Miller Elementary School.   On motion of Mr. Berguson and second of Ms. Shull the Board vote 8 to 0, by roll call, to approve the recommendation.

The Administration recommended Board approval to accept a grant award from Project 720-Pennsylvania’s High School Reform Initiative in the amount of $100,000.  On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Ms. Shull the Board voted 8 to 0, to approve the recommendation.
The Administration recommended Board approval of Roger Learn as a volunteer for the District’s Cross Country and Swimming Programs.  On motion of Mrs. Jaquish and second of Mr. Berguson the Board voted 8 to 0, to approve the recommendation.

The Administration recommended Board approval to enter into a User Agreement with Bradford-Tioga Head Start to provide a classroom and office.  The agreement will be in effect from September 2005 through May 2006 at a rate of $300/month.  On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mrs. Wunderlich the Board voted 7-0-1, by roll call, with Mrs. Jaquish abstaining, to approve the recommendation.

Board President Kathleen Halstead made the following announcements:
· Next Board Meeting(s)

Monday, September 12, 2005, 6:30 P.M.


Mansfield High School Library, Mansfield

· Board Work Session(s)

Monday, September 6, 2005, 6:30 P.M.


Boyanowski Administration Building Conference Room,


Blossburg

On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Ms. Shull the Board voted 8 to 0 to adjourn the meeting.
Respectfully Submitted

____________________

James J. Rakoski, Board Secretary
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