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SOUTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT

241 MAIN STREET

BLOSSBURG, PA 16912

MINUTES:  BOARD OF EDUCATION– December 1, 2004
The annual reorganization meeting of the Board of Education was called to order by Board Secretary, James Rakoski, with the following members present: Kathleen Halstead, Barbara Shull, Francine Wunderlich, William Miller, Susan Jaquish Terry Osborne, Jeffrey Rush, and Roxanne Landis.

Also present were Messrs: Kalata, Rakoski, Sikorski, Lindner, David, Mrs. Strassburg, Mrs. Crowell, Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Sargent, Mrs. Drabick, Mrs. Sick, and interested teachers and citizens.

On motion of Mr. Miller and second of Mr. Rush, Terry Osborne was nominated as temporary President to conduct elections.  On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mr. Rush the Board voted 8 to 0 to close the nominations.

On motion of Mr. Miller and second of Mr. Rush, Mrs. Halstead was nominated to serve as Board President.  On motion of Mr. Rush and second of Ms. Shull the Board voted 8 to 0 to close the nominations.

On motion of Mr. Rush and second of Mr. Osborne, Mr. Miller was nominated to serve as Board Vice President.  On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mrs. Wunderlich the Board voted 8 to 0 to close the nominations.

On motion of Mrs. Wunderlich and second of Mr. Miller, Ms. Shull was nominated to serve as Board Treasurer.  On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mr. Rush the Board voted 8 to 0 to close the nominations.

The Minutes of the meetings held on November 8 and November 22, 2004 were read by the Board. On motion of Mr. Miller and second of Mrs. Landis the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the minutes as presented. 

The Financial Summary was presented and showed a balance in the General Fund Checking Account of $5.33, $3,474,063.82 in the Cash Management Account, and $1,324,557.31 in PLGIT.  The report also included statements regarding the Student Activity Funds, Student Athletic Funds, Capital Reserve Funds, and Bank Notes.  On motion of Mr. Rush and second of Ms. Shull the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the Financial Summary as presented.  (EXHIBIT)

The Board studied the Bill List for the General Fund.  On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mr. Osborne the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve paid bills in the amount of $1,552,504.37 and bills to be paid in the amount of $76,181.43.  (EXHIBIT)
Mr. Rakoski presented the food service report for the month of October reflecting operational gains of $2,390.10 and $3,170.54 in the breakfast and lunch programs respectively.  On motion of Mrs. Jaquish and second of Mr. Rush the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the Food Service Report as presented. (EXHIBIT)
On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mr. Miller the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the Facility Use Permits as presented.  (EXHIBIT)
On motion of Mrs. Wunderlich and second of Ms. Shull the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve Field Trip and Conference Requests as presented.  (EXHIBIT)

Mr. Kalata reported for the administration and commented on the following:
Thanked Mr. Rush for his service as Board President and the newly elected officers accepting the positions.

Reported on the profile of district graduates noting that 60% went on to further education and 40% entered the work force.

Informed the Board that no Act 93 meeting will be scheduled until January 2005.

Mr. Rakoski updated the Board on the requirement of Act 72 to certify the value of .1% on earned income and provide a second of homestead/farmstead mailing during the month of December.
Mrs. Halstead reported on the Long Range Planning Committee meeting to discuss The Giver.  She stated that no recommendations for change will be made by the committee.  She further requested the Administration to review policy to insure consistency with practice.  The Administration was also asked to study the potential publication of a reading list by grade level.

Mary Jack, student representative, reported on various student activities conducted at district schools.

Michelle Kriner, Covington, thanked the Board for meeting in committee to address her request to review The Giver.  
The Administration recommended Board approval of the following:

A Tech Prep Articulation Agreement with Pennsylvania College of Technology leading to associate’s degrees in the following subject areas:

· Landscape/Nursery Technology

· Accounting

· Business Management

· Diesel Technology

· Early Childhood Education

2005 Board Meeting and Work Session Schedules (EXHIBIT)

On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mr. Rush the Board voted 8 to 0, to approve the recommendations.
The Administration recommended Board approval to enter into supplemental contracts with the following persons for the 2004/2005 school year:

· Brian Harris, marching band advisor, North Penn High School, $2,563.00

· Brian Harris, co-stage production advisor, North Penn H.S.,  $688.50

· Melanie Harris, co-stage production advisor, North Penn H.S., 688.50

· Melanie Harris, band front  advisor,  North Penn High School, $789.00

· Keith Diehl, mentor for new teacher William Schlosser, $1,116.00

· Tom Nelson, mentor for substitute teacher Melanie Harris, $360.00

Supplemental contracts to staff the district-wide after-school tutoring program, on February 1-24, 2005 and March 8-17, 2005. Contracted positions and rates are as follows:  (EXHIBIT)
· 6 coordinating teachers @ $1,500 each

· 28 teachers @ $810 each ($30/hour)

· 13 teacher assistants @ $405 each ($15/hour)

· 1 school nurse @ $1,500

A request from Helen Feaster, vocal music teacher at Blossburg and Liberty Elementary Schools, to extend her maternity leave through the end of the 2004/2005 school year.

Additions to the 2004/2005 day-to-day substitute employees list. (EXHIBIT)
On motion of  Mr. Osborne and second of Mrs. Wunderlich the Board voted 6-0-2, with Mr. Miller and Mrs. Jaquish abstaining, by roll call, to approve the recommendations.

The Administration recommended Board approval of an agreement with Guillaume Transportation to provide transportation services for the STAR program.  On motion of Mrs. Wunderlich and second of Ms. Shull the Board voted 8 to 0, by roll call, to approve the recommendation. (EXHIBIT) 
The Administration recommended Board approval of Karen Pierce as volunteer dance team advisor at Mansfield High School.  On motion of Mr. Rush and second of Mr. Miller the Board voted 8 to 0, to approve the recommendation.

The Administration recommended Board approval of an agreement with Jean Leiboff to provide speech and language services.  Ms. Leiboff will be contracted to provide services up to two days per week at a daily rate of $200.00.  On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mrs. Wunderlich the Board voted 8 to 0, by roll call, to approve the recommendation.

Board President Kathleen Halstead made the following announcements:

· Next Board Meeting, Monday, January 10, 2005, 6:30 p.m.
Liberty High School Auditorium, Liberty, PA

· Board Work Session

Monday, January 3, 2005, 6:30 p.m.

Boyanowski Administration Building Conference Room,

Blossburg

On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mr. Rush the Board voted 8 to 0 

to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted

_____________________

James J. Rakoski, Board Secretary
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