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SOUTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT

241 MAIN STREET

BLOSSBURG, PA 16912

MINUTES:  BOARD OF EDUCATION– March 15, 2004

The meeting of the Board of Education was called to order by President Jeffrey Rush, with the following members present: Kathleen Halstead, Barbara Shull, Roxanne Landis, Dan Berguson, Francine Wunderlich, William Miller, and Susan Jaquish.

Also present were Messrs: Kalata, Rakoski, Sikorski, Lindner, David, Barton, Mrs. Crowell, Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Sargent, Mrs. Drabick, Mrs. Sick and interested teachers and citizens.

The Minutes of the meeting held on February 9, 2004 were read by the Board.  On motion of Mrs. Halstead and second of Mrs. Jaquish the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the minutes as presented.

The Financial Summary was presented and showed a balance in the General Fund Checking Account of $786.73, $2,244,543.14 in the Cash Management Account, and $2,296,471.06 in PLGIT.  The report also included statements regarding the Student Activity Funds, Student Athletic Funds, Capital Reserve Funds, and Bank Notes.  On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Ms. Shull the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the Financial Summary as presented.  (EXHIBIT)

The Board studied the Bill List for the General Fund.  On motion of Mr. Berguson and second of Mrs. Wunderlich the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve paid bills in the amount of $1,643,545.73 and bills to be paid in the amount of $152,804.78.  (EXHIBIT)
Mr. Rakoski presented the Food Service Report indicating a loss of $1,984.62 in the breakfast program and a gain of $4,754.07 in the lunch program, for the month of January. On motion of Mr. Miller and second of Mrs. Landis the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the food service report as presented. (EXHIBIT)
On motion of Ms. Shull and second of Mrs. Jaquish the Board voted 8 to 0 to accept the following:

· Retirement of Larry Smith, special education teacher at North Penn High School, effective June 11, 2004.

· Resignation of Eileen Dewitt, cafeteria employee at Blossburg Elementary, effective March 5, 2004

· Resignation of Philip Davis, tennis coach at Mansfield High School

On motion of Mrs. Halstead and second of Mrs. Wunderlich the Board voted 8

 to 0 to approve the Facility Use Permits as presented.  (EXHIBIT)
On motion of Mr. Miller and second of Ms. Shull the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve Field Trip and Conference Requests as presented.  (EXHIBIT)

Mr. Kalata reported for the administration and stated that:

· The Mansfield High School girls basketball team was declared Northern Tier League Co-Champions with Wellsboro 

· Principals and guidance counselors will meet to review bullying policies.

Mr. Kalata introduced James Keyes and Katrina Barton, guidance counselors, who reported on the Modified Block Schedule and Career Pathways, respectively.

Student Representative, Renee Norman reported on student activities throughout the district.

Billie Sue Atkinson, Morris Run, requested additional educational services for her child. President Rush recessed to executive session to discuss the confidential matter.

Alisa Hager representing the Tioga County Youth Leadership Program, read a resolution designating May 2, 2004 as Youth Leadership Day in Tioga County.  On motion of Mr. Miller and second of Mrs. Halstead the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the resolution. (Exhibit)
George Kump, Sullivan Township, expressed support for the voter referendum issue.  Mr. Rush commented on the Board’s due diligence regarding budget and taxing issues and Mr. Miller suggested that Mr. Kump contact his legislators to encourage funding equity.   

The Administration recommended Board approval of the following:

Reclassifying and retitling the position of Guidance Assistant, under the Education Assistants Employment Agreement, to Secretary to the Guidance Counselor, under the Classified Staff Conditions of Employment, effective March 1, 2004. (EXHIBIT) 

Revisions to the Classified Staff Conditions of Employment based upon the classified staff restructuring plan, effective March 1, 2004. (EXHIBIT) 

The employment of Christopher Gleason, computer support assistant at W.L. Miller Elementary School, effective March 2, 2004.  Mr. Gleason will be employed at an hourly rate of $8.50 plus benefits as defined by the Education Assistants Employment Agreement.

The employment of Brian Harris, long-term substitute instrumental music teacher at the Blossburg Schools, effective March 1, 2004, through November 24, 2004.  Mr. Harris will be employed at a daily rate of $180.11 plus benefits as defined by the Substitute Professional Employees Conditions of Employment.

The employment of Sheila Bogaczyk as temporary teacher assistant for students with special needs at W. L. Miller Elementary School, effective March 15, 2004.  Ms. Bogaczyk will be employed as a pre-arranged short-term substitute at an hourly rate of $7.50 as defined by the Conditions of Employment for Hourly Employees.

The addition of the following individuals to the daily substitute list for the 2003/2004 school year:

· Michael Crippen, teacher-all subjects, effective 2/16/04

· Erin Schueckler, teacher-all subjects, effective 2/16/04

· Christine Temple, teacher-all subjects, effective 2/16/04

· Debra Crocco, English teacher, effective 2/25/04

· Ichiko Kreger, teacher assistant, effective 2/25/04

· Gricelda Glimm, cafeteria, effective 3/1/04

· Melanie Foor, music teacher, effective 3/1/04

On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mr. Miller the Board voted 8 to 0, by roll call, to approve the above recommendations.

The Administration recommended Board approval of the following:

Winter Game Attendants for Liberty High School. 

Additions to the following 2003/2004 volunteer’s list as follows:

· Robert Harer, Liberty High School junior high basketball program volunteer

· James Keyes, Mansfield High School baseball program volunteer

· Mike Wilson, North Penn High School junior high basketball and track program volunteer

· Erica Winters, North Penn High School junior high basketball and track program volunteer

On motion of Ms. Shull and second of Mrs. Wunderlich the Board voted 8 to 0, by roll call, to approve the above recommendations.

The Administration recommended Board approval for homebound instruction for a Liberty High School student, a North Penn High School student, and a Blossburg Elementary student.  On motion of Mrs. Halstead and second of Mrs. Landis the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the recommendation.

The Administration recommended Board approval of the following:

A license with the Army Corps of Engineers granting use of a strip of land adjacent to the Mansfield High School for parking and bus area.

Approval of the following additions to the 2003/04 Approved Bus Driver List:

Charles L. Irwin, Chamberlain Transportation, vans only, until receipt of CDL

Brent A. Price, Chamberlain Transportation, vans only, until receipt of CDL

On motion of Mrs. Jaquish and second of Mrs. Halstead the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the above recommendations.

The Administration recommended Board approval of modifications to the Block Schedule beginning with the 2004-2005 school year.  On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Ms. Shull the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the above recommendation.

The Administration recommended Board approval of the Career Pathways Model beginning with the 2004-2005 school year.  On motion of Mrs. Halstead and second of Mr. Miller the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the above recommendation. 

The Administration recommended Board approval of the following:

The 2004/2005 School Calendar (EXHIBIT)

Moving the April 19, 2004, Board Meeting to April 12, 2004

On motion of Mrs. Halstead and second of Mrs. Landis the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the above recommendations.

The Administration recommended Board approval of a new course proposal: “Application” to include an assessment at the conclusion of the course.  On motion of Mr. Miller and second of Ms. Shull the Board voted 6 to 2, with Mr. Berguson and

Mrs. Wunderlich dissenting to approve the above recommendations.

Board  President Rush made the following announcements:

· Next Board Meeting, Monday, April 12, 2004

6:30 P.M., North Penn High School Auditorium, Blossburg

· Board Work Session

Monday, April 5, 2004

6:30 P.M., Boyanowski Administration Building Conference Room,

Blossburg

· Executive Session
Negotiations Committee

Tuesday, March 23, 2004

4:30 P.M., North Penn High School Library, Blossburg

RE: Labor

· Executive Session

Negotiations Committee

Thursday, April 1, 2004

4:30 P.M., North Penn High School Library, Blossburg

RE: Labor

On motion of Mrs. Wunderlich and second of Mrs. Jaquish the Board voted 8 to 0 

to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted

_____________________

James J. Rakoski, Board Secretary
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