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SOUTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT

241 MAIN STREET

BLOSSBURG, PA 16912

MINUTES:  BOARD OF EDUCATION– May 10, 2004

The meeting of the Board of Education was called to order by Vice President William Miller, with the following members present: Kathleen Halstead, Barbara Shull, Roxanne Landis, Francine Wunderlich, Dan Berguson, Susan Jaquish and Terry Osborne.

Also present were Messrs: Kalata, Rakoski, Lindner, David, Sikorski, Barton, Mrs. Crowell, Mrs. Strassburg, Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Sargent, Mrs. Drabick, and interested teachers and citizens.

On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Ms. Shull, the Board voted 8 to 0 to elect Kathleen Halstead as Treasurer.

On motion of Mrs. Halstead and second of Mrs. Wunderlich, the Board voted 8 to 0 to appoint Mary Jack of Mansfield High School to serve as Student Representative to the Board for 2004-05.

The Minutes of the meeting held on April 12, 2004 were read by the Board.  On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mr. Osborne the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the minutes as presented.

The Financial Summary was presented and showed a balance in the General Fund Checking Account of $4.54, $1,031,308.92 in the Cash Management Account, and $1,964,390.78 in PLGIT.  The report also included statements regarding the Student Activity Funds, Student Athletic Funds, Capital Reserve Funds, and Bank Notes.  On motion of Ms. Shull and second of Mr. Osborne the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the Financial Summary as presented.  (EXHIBIT)

The Board studied the Bill List for the General Fund.  On motion of Mr. Berguson and second of Mrs. Halstead the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve paid bills in the amount of $1,406,367.08 and bills to be paid in the amount of $144,664.13.  (EXHIBIT)
Mr. Rakoski presented the Food Service Report indicating a loss of $208.43 in the breakfast program and a loss of $1,762.13 in the lunch program, for the month of February. On motion of Mrs. Halstead and second of Mrs. Landis the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the food service report as presented. (EXHIBIT)
On motion of Mrs. Wunderlich and second of Mrs. Jaquish the Board voted 8 to 0 to accept the following:

· Resignation of Casey Krause, part-time cafeteria employee at North Penn High School, effective June 14, 2004.

· Resignation of Cara Wehler-Bloom, elementary guidance counselor at Blossburg Elementary and Liberty Elementary Schools, effective immediately.

· Retirement of Evelyn Frederick, custodian at Blossburg Elementary School, effective June 11, 2004. 

· Resignation of Gregory Bogaczyk, part-time custodian at North Penn High School, effective May 7, 2004. 

On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mrs. Landis the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the Facility Use Permits as presented.  (EXHIBIT)
On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Ms. Shull the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve Field Trip and Conference Requests as presented.  (EXHIBIT)

Mr. Kalata reported that he had been contacted by Mansfield Boro requesting a meeting to discuss the Armory.  Mr. Kalata will schedule the meeting with the Ad Hoc Board committee. 

Mr. Rakoski presented the preliminary budget for 2004-05 in the amount of $21,612,095 and responded to questions from the Board. 

Mr. Miller recognized and thanked Renee Norman for her service as student Board Representative for 2003-04.

Student Representative, Renee Norman reported on student activities throughout the District.

Mr. Kalata congratulated Jaryn Horner on his Eagle Scout Project and on his selection to the Governor’s School of Excellence.

Wayne Icecamp, Mansfield, spoke regarding the suspension of his child.  Mr. Kalata responded that the suspension was justified in accordance with our discipline policy.

Anjennette Percel, Blossburg, asked about notification for student suspensions.  Mr. Kalata referenced a future meeting and stated that he would not comment further due to confidentially.

George Kump, Sullivan Twp., questioned the potential tax increase and the need for additional tax revenue during declining enrollment.

The Administration recommended Board approval of the following:

The employment of coordinating teachers, teachers, and teacher assistants for the Summer Pathways: A Bridge to Success Program as exhibited.  Coordinating teachers will receive $2,800, teachers will receive $1,800, and teacher assistants will receive $900, to be paid through the Educational Assistance Grant. (EXHIBIT)

Extending the contract of Amy Pequignot, as elementary guidance counselor at the Blossburg and Liberty Elementary Schools, for the remainder of the 2003-04 school year. Ms. Pequignot will be employed at a daily rate of $180.11 as defined by the Substitute Professional Employees Conditions of Employment.

The employment of Gary Ball, as a seasonal employee to maintain Smythe Park in 2004.  Mr. Ball will be employed at an hourly rate of $6.50 as defined by the Conditions of Employment for Hourly Employees. 

The addition of the following individuals to the daily substitute list for the 2003/2004 school year:

· Gary Ball, Jr. custodian, effective 5/03/04

· Adam Comfort, custodian, effective 5/03/04

· Meg Ralston, special education teacher, effective 4/30/04

· Amy Pierce, special education teacher, effective 4/30/04

A request from Sharon Miller, Principal at Liberty High School, to complete a superintendency internship in Southern Tioga School District through Bucknell University. 

On motion of Mrs. Halstead and second of Mr. Osborne the Board voted 8 to 0, by roll call, to approve the above recommendations.

The Administration recommended Board approval of the 2004-2005 Preliminary Budget of Expenditures in the amount of $21,612,095.  On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mr. Berguson the Board voted 8 to 0, by roll call, to approve the recommendation. (EXHIBIT)

The Administration recommended Board approval to reappoint the following to provide services to the district for 2004-2005 school year:

· District Depositories

· First Citizens National Bank, Blossburg/Mansfield

· Citizens & Northern Bank of Liberty

· PA Local Government Investment Trust (PLGIT)

· M & T Bank

· Cox, Cox, & Stokes, P.C., Wellsboro, District Solicitor

· Sweet, Stevens, Tucker & Katz, New Britain, PA, Special Counsel

· Lewis, Danzig, Co., District Auditor

· Bond Coverage for Secretary ($10,000) and Board Treasurer ($5,000)

· INPUT PLUS, professional data processing service

On motion of Mrs. Halstead and second of Mrs. Jaquish the Board voted 7-0-1,by roll call, with Mr. Osborne abstaining, to approve the above recommendations.

The Administration recommended Board approval of the following:

A 3-year Technology Plan beginning with the 2004-2005 school year. 

A $500 Exxon Grant for North Penn High School’s Reading Counts Program to purchase additional materials to expand through the junior high level. The program is currently being utilized by the seventh grade.

A grant in the amount of $4,700 on behalf of the Earl W. & Ina G. Tabor Foundation for upgrading and refurbishing the Liberty Elementary playground. 

On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Ms. Shull the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the above recommendations.

The Administration recommended Board approval of the following supplemental contracts for the 2003/2004 school year: 

· Karen Strange, Odyssey of the Mind Advisor, W.L. Miller Elementary School, for $747.00

· Jason Dominick, jr. high basketball coach, Mansfield High School, for $1,227.00

· Spring Game Attendants, North Penn High School, for $3,750.00

On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mrs. Wunderlich the Board voted 8 to 0, by roll call, to approve the above recommendations.

The Administration recommended Board approval of homebound instruction for a North Penn High School student and a Mansfield High School student.  On motion of Mrs. Halstead and second of Ms. Shull the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the recommendation.

The Administration recommended Board approval of the following:

The employment of Thomas Owens as pre-arranged short-term substitute social studies teacher at Mansfield High School, effective May 7, 2004.  Mr. Owens will be employed at a daily rate of $120.00 as defined by the Substitute Professional Employees Conditions of Employment.

A request from Helen Feaster, vocal music teacher, at the Liberty schools, for a maternity leave beginning August 26, 2004, through February 26, 2005.

Board  President Rush made the following  announcements:

· Next Board Meeting, Monday, June 14, 2004

6:30 P.M., North Penn High School Auditorium, Blossburg

· Board Work Session

Monday, June 7, 2004

6:30 P.M., Boyanowski Administration Building Conference Room,

Blossburg

· Executive Session(s)
Negotiations Committee

Thursday, May 27, 2004

5:00 P.M., North Penn High School Library, Blossburg

RE: Labor

On motion of Mrs. Wunderlich and second of Mrs. Halstead the Board voted 8 to 0 

to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted

__________________________

James J. Rakoski, Board Secretary
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