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SOUTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT

241 MAIN STREET

BLOSSBURG, PA 16912

MINUTES:  BOARD OF EDUCATION– October 18, 2004
The meeting of the Board of Education was called to order by President Jeffrey Rush, with the following members present: Kathleen Halstead, Barbara Shull, Francine Wunderlich, William Miller and Susan Jaquish.

Also present were Messrs: Kalata, Rakoski, Sikorski, Lindner, Barton, David, Mrs. Crowell, Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Sargent, Mrs. Drabick, Mrs. Sick, Mrs.Strassburg and interested teachers and citizens.

The Minutes of the meeting held on September 13, 2004 were read by the Board. On motion of Mrs. Halstead and second of Mrs. Wunderlich the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the minutes as amended to correct the date of the next board meeting to October 18, 2004.
The Financial Summary was presented and showed a balance in the General Fund Checking Account of $33.81, $2,402,606.16 in the Cash Management Account, and $1,831,447.07 in PLGIT.  The report also included statements regarding the Student Activity Funds, Student Athletic Funds, Capital Reserve Funds, and Bank Notes.  On motion of Mr. Miller and second of Ms. Shull the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the Financial Summary as presented.  (EXHIBIT)

The Board studied the Bill List for the General Fund.  On motion of Mrs. Halstead and second of Mr. Miller the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve paid bills in the amount of $3,358,334.20 and bills to be paid in the amount of $159,734.73.  (EXHIBIT)
Mr. Rakoski presented an operational update as prepared by Mrs. Sick, Food Service Director.   On motion of Mrs. Wunderlich and second of Mrs. Halstead the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the Food Service Report as presented. (EXHIBIT)
On motion of Ms. Shull and second of Mrs. Halstead the Board voted 6 to 0 to accept the following resignations:

 James Mann, custodian at Blossburg Elementary School. 
Debra Campbell, cheerleading advisor at Mansfield Jr. /Sr. High School.

Craig Haflett, class advisor at Mansfield Jr. /Sr. High School.

On motion of Mrs. Jaquish and second of Mrs. Halstead the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the Facility Use Permits as presented.  (EXHIBIT)
On motion of Mr. Miller and second of Mrs. Halstead the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve Field Trip and Conference Requests as presented.  (EXHIBIT)

Mr. Rakoski reported for the administration and presented an informational program on the “Homeowner Tax Relief Act”. 
Mary Jack, student representative, reported on various student activities conducted at Mansfield and Liberty High Schools.

Wendy Albor, representing Southern Tioga school bus contractors, encouraged the Board to support the purchase of radios for school buses.
The Administration recommended Board approval of the following:

     Contract renewal with CSIU for data processing services.

To enter into a lease with SHARP Phillips Supply Company for replacement of the copier at Mansfield Jr. Sr. High School in the amount of $818.60 per month.

On motion of Mrs. Wunderlich and second of Mr. Miller the Board voted 6 to 0, by roll call, to approve the above recommendations.

The Administration recommended Board approval of the following:

Entering into an agreement with Lesko Financial Services, Inc. to serve as a Third Party Administrator for the district’s 403B Plan.

Accepting an Exxon Mobil Corporation Grant at Liberty Elementary School in the amount of $500.00.  The grant will be used to fund art activities during the 2004-2005 school year.

Accepting a donation from Spencer Mechanical, Inc. of warm-up suits for the Liberty girl’s soccer team at a value if $1,800.
On motion of Mrs. Halstead and second of Mrs. Wunderlich the Board voted 6 to 0, to approve the above recommendations.

The Administration recommended Board approval of the following: 

To add Carroll G. Seibert, to the approved bus driver list for the 2004-05 school year.
The purchase of a repeater station, school control stations, school bus radios, and portables for a radio communications system in the maximum amount of $75,278.42 in accordance with state GSA contract #5820-02.

A temporary short-term contract with Joseph Guillaume to provide transportation between the STAR Program in Wellsboro, PA., and the student’s home school, as needed. Compensation to be paid at state formula plus 2%.

On motion of Ms. Shull and second of Mrs. Wunderlich the Board voted 6 to 0, by roll call, to approve the above recommendations.

The Administration recommended Board approval of homebound instruction for a Blossburg Elementary School student. On motion of Mrs. Halstead and second of Mrs. Jaquish the Board voted 6 to 0, to approve the recommendation.

The Administration recommended Board approval to employ the following individuals: 
To add the temporary position of E.L.L. teacher assistant at W. L. Miller Elementary School for a new student for up to 60 days. 
To recall Linda Sylor, from furlough to the position of life skills/learning support teacher assistant at Mansfield High School, effective October 4, 2004, and  transferring Ms. Sylor to temporary E.L.L.teacher assistant at Liberty Elementary School.
To employ Meghan Tompkins, as pre-arranged short-term substitute life skills/learning support teacher assistant, at Mansfield High School, effective October 4, 2004, for 16+ days.  Ms. Tompkins will be employed at an hourly rate of $7.50 as defined by the Conditions of Employment for Hourly Employees.

To employ Aneita Shultz, as temporary E.L.L. teacher assistant at W.L. Miller Elementary School, effective September 20, 2004, for up to 60 days.  Ms. Shultz will be employed at an hourly rate of $7.50 as defined by the Conditions of Employment for Hourly Employees.

To employ Eleanor Farrington, as teen parent advocate for the District, effective October 19, 2004 to June 30, 2005.  Ms. Farrington will be employed at an hourly rate of $18.00 as defined by the 2004/2005 Pregnant and Parenting Teens Grant for a maximum of 325 hours.  
To enter into supplemental contracts with the following individuals:

· Holli Smith, national honor society advisor, North Penn High School, for $789.00

· Cindy Lisowski, co-freshman class advisor, Liberty High School, for $394.50
· Mary Schmelzle, co-freshman class advisor, Liberty High School, for $394.50
· Kristin Broughton, band-front advisor, Mansfield High School, for $789.00

· Jay Barton, temporary assistant principal, Blossburg and Liberty Elementary Schools, mentor for Brain Harris, instrumental music teacher, Blossburg Elementary and North Penn High Schools, for $1,116.00

· Anne Metarko, co-yearbook advisor, North Penn High School, pending receipt of current clearances, for $1,170.00
· Robert Minnich, Jr. High wrestling coach, Mansfield High School, for $1,297.00
Additions to the 2004/2005 day-to-day substitute employees list. (EXHIBIT)

To employ Julie Wilson, as pre-arranged short-term substitute secretary to the principal, Blossburg Elementary School, for full-days from November 3 through November 24, 2004 and for half-days from December 1 through December 23, 2004.   Ms. Wilson will be employed at an hourly rate of $7.50 as defined by the Conditions of Employment for Classified Employees.
Tenure for Mary Beth McKeever, elementary teacher, Blossburg Elementary School.
On motion of Mr. Miller and second of Mrs. Halstead the Board voted 6 to 0, by roll call, to approve the above recommendations.

The Administration recommended Board approval of the following:

Proposals to provide snow removal services for 2004-2005 to Joseph Tice for Mansfield/Blossburg areas and Thomas Schmouder for the Liberty area. (EXHIBIT)
Contracted services with Rosen, Jenkins, & Greenwald, L.L.P, to conduct an in-depth legal review regarding the sale of the National Guard Armory located in Mansfield, Pennsylvania.
On motion of Mr. Miller and second of Mrs. Jaquish the Board voted 6 to 0, by roll call, to approve the above recommendations.
The Administration recommended Board approval of entering into a supplemental contract with Teresa Miller as junior class co-advisor at Mansfield High School in the amount of $394.50.  On motion of Mrs. Halstead and second of Mrs. Wunderlich the Board voted 5-0-1, by roll call, with Mr. Miller abstaining, to approve the recommendation.
The Administration recommended Board approval of David Fadio as volunteer for the Mansfield High School girl’s tennis program for the 2004/2005 school year. On motion of Mrs. Wunderlich and second of Mr. Miller the Board voted 6 to 0, to approve the recommendation.

The Administration recommended Board approval of Kyle Heyler as a volunteer for the Liberty High School volleyball program for the remainder of the 2004/2005 school year. On motion of Mr. Miller and second of Ms. Shull the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the recommendation.

The Administration recommended Board approval of the Mansfield High School fall game attendants requisition in the amount of $2,720 to be paid to the Mansfield Booster club.  On motion of Mrs. Jaquish and second of Mrs. Wunderlich the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the recommendation.

The Administration recommended Board approval of a request from Kyle Hemenway to build and donate six picnic tables to the District for public use in Smythe Park.  This project will fulfill Mr. Hemenway’s Eagle Scout senior volunteer project requirements.  On motion on Mr. Miller and second of Mrs. Jaquish the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the recommendation.

Board President Jeffrey Rush made the following announcements:

· Next Board Meeting, Monday, November 8, 2004

6:30 p.m., North Penn High School Auditorium, Blossburg
· Board Work Session

Monday, November 1, 2004
6:30 p.m., Boyanowski Administration Building Conference Room,

Blossburg

On motion of Mrs. Halstead and second of Mrs. Wunderlich the Board voted 6 to 0 

to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted

_____________________

James J. Rakoski, Board Secretary
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