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It’s hard to believe we are in the final nine weeks of the school year.  As of this 
writing, we have just six short weeks of school left.  I would like to remind our 
seniors to make sure they have recorded their community service hours. Taking 
care of tasks such as this now will lessen the stress as graduation quickly ap-
proaches. 
 
By the time you read this, the 2010 PSSA testing cycle will be complete.  During 
all of April, the 7th, 8th, and 11th graders completed state assessments in reading, 
writing, mathematics, and science.  Liberty students have always performed very 
well on these assessments.  Year after year LHS is awarded a certificate from the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education for our consistent high scores. 
 
In sports, our tennis and softball teams are really shaping up.  The softball team is 
15 girls strong this year, and they are all looking forward to a great season. We 
are also sending five young men to Mansfield to play baseball, and about 18 
young men and ladies to North Penn to help round out the track team. 
 
Just like our kids preparing themselves for PSSA’s and spring sports, preparing 
for events in life helps lessen some of the daily stresses we encounter.  On that 
note some upcoming events that you may want to note include the following:  
May 4 is the LHS band concert, May 13 is an ACT 80 day with a 1:00 student 
dismissal, May 18 is the LHS chorus concert, May 25 is a 1:00 dismissal, May 31 
is Memorial Day, and June 4 is our last day of school. 
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The sprint to the 
end of the year 
has begun, and 
the Guidance 

Office has become one busy 
place! After long days in the 
office, Mrs. Horner and Mrs. 
Stevens find themselves 
dreaming about the 3 S’s of 
spring: scheduling,                     
scholarships, and summer 
school. Throw SATs, PSSAs, 
and AP exams in the mix, and 
you can see why Mrs. Stevens’ 
hair might be standing up 
straight! 
 That being said, don’t 
let that prevent you from             
calling or stopping by if you 
need help with anything. We 
thrive on making organization 
out of chaos…it’s what we do 
best! 
 ��������  Make sure to 
keep checking the Guidance 
Office for scholarship                  
announcements, and please see 
Mrs. Stevens if you need any 
help finalizing your                  
post-graduation plans. My 
door is always open! 
 	
������  The deadline 
to sign up for the May                      
1st SAT’s has passed, but you 
can still sign up for the June 5 
test. Go to 
www.collegeboard.com to do 
this. The cost is $45 and the 
deadline is April 29. 
 ��
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��
������  AP Exams are 
Monday, May 3 for United 
States Government & Politics; 
Wednesday, May 5 for          

Calculus AB; and Wednesday, 
May 12 for English Language 
and Composition. All exams 
begin at 8:00 AM, which 
means you need to come to 
school early that day, and 
these tests will take place in 
the LHS library. Mrs. Stevens 
will provide all the other           
necessary information before 
test day.  
 ���������
 The           
schedule is basically finished 
and scheduling will start on 
April 19. Basically, how this 
works is that we start with  
seniors, who have the most            
electives to choose from, and 
work our way down from           
juniors to seventh grade.            
Before actually scheduling, 
Mrs. Stevens will talk to your 
class about next year’s             
schedule and what classes are 
required, recommended, and 
optional, and she will also give 
you a course guide that tells 
more about each class.  

Students will have a 
course selection sheet to look 
over and to talk with their          
parents about. Mrs. Stevens 
will then meet with students 
again to make final decisions. 
This will be as a class for           
seventh through tenth graders, 
who only need to choose one 
or two electives, and                          
individually for juniors and 
seniors, who have a lot more 
decisions to make. Then,              
finalized schedules will be 
sent home for parent approval. 
Please feel free to call or stop 
in with any questions! 

 	
������  Although Mrs. 
Stevens will go over all of the 
scheduling ordeal with you, it 
is time to start thinking about 
what classes you want to take 
your senior year. There will be 
AP Courses in American     
Government, Calculus, and 
English. At the end of these 
courses, you can choose to 
take an exam for                             
approximately $78 (often free 
for students who receive free 
or reduced lunch). Many             
colleges award college credit 
for scores of 3 or higher (out 
of 5) on these exams.  That 
equals a savings of                         
approximately $600-$1,000 at 
many schools.   

There are also                    
opportunities for seniors to 
receive high school credit for 
paid or unpaid employment 
through the School-to-Work 
program, or to earn college 
credits through the Dual              
Enrollment program at              
Mansfield University. In              
addition, there will be several 
different math classes to 
choose from and a variety of 
electives available to keep the 
Senioritis at bay. More               
information will be provided 
in the upcoming weeks.  
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 Spring is in the air, and 
along with that comes the PSSA’s.  
We have been practicing for the state 
tests in the seventh grade reading 
and English classes, as well as the 
eighth grade English class.  Study 
Island has been a useful tool during 
this process of learning.  We go over 
the lesson together, practice with the 
test mode, and then students can 
individually study while playing 
games. 
 The Communications 11 
class has been quite busy reading 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
and developing a five-page                      
persuasive research paper.  Huck 
Finn has provided the class with a lot 
of entertainment, with Huck’s crazy 
antics and the unique dialogue.  As 
for the research paper, students have 
become familiar with the database 
Opposing Viewpoints and have 
learned about in-text citations.  As 
we get further along, the class will 
eventually read the drama A Raisin 
in the Sun. 

 The academic literacy class 
has been working on phonetics, and 
the students also use Study Island to 
improve their reading skills.  We 
keep up with current events by             
reading online news sources together 
as a class and for individual                    
assignments. 
 The theatre class has had a 
lot of fun participating in                        
improvisational skits.  They have 
looked up skits, but they have also 
created their own.  Currently,              
students are working on a poster 
project, which allows them to               
explore what interests them most 
about theatre. 
 The seventh grade reading 
classes have been focusing on plays 
from the READ magazine issues.  
Along with plays, READ provides 
interesting articles and activities.  In 
the near future, the class will be         
taking part in their final literature 
circle of the year. 
 The seventh grade English 
classes have been reading short             

stories, working on vocabulary, and 
studying grammar.  We are currently 
working on the eight parts of speech.  
At the end of the nine weeks, the 
students will be required to                     
demonstrate their knowledge by  
creating a parts of speech book for 
their final project. 
 The eighth grade English 
class just finished The Diary of Anne 
Frank.  After they watch the movie 
and take the test, they will be                
researching a Holocaust survivor and 
creating a speech as if they were that 
person.  This assignment couldn’t 
have come at a better time, since 
April is National Holocaust                   
Remembrance month.  The class is 
also working on vocabulary and 
grammar.  Students just finished up 
direct and indirect objects and will 
soon be moving on to subject/verb 
agreement. 

     Congratulations, to the LHS 
Junior High Battle of the 
Books team on their second 
place finish at the annual             
Battle of the Books Regional 
Competition held on Saturday, 
April 17 at the Hughesville 
High School. The IRS or                

Inquisitive Reading Specialists 
were led by team captains 
Amanda Zeafla and Megan 
Wetzel. Other team members 
include Alyssa Zeafla, Barbi 
Hostetler, Renee Constant, 
Erin Shaffer, Cortney                    
Stotsenburgh, and Patiance 

Garverick. Great job, ladies! 
We proudly returned with a 
big trophy, a book about  
Pennsylvania for our library, 
and individual ribbons.  
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 Upcoming dates are as  
follows:  

-May 4: HS Band Concert @ 7PM 

-May 6: Elem. Band and Chorus 
Concert @ 7PM 

                                                                         

     
-May 12: Sweet N’ Lows at           
Community Dinner: 12:30PM 

-May 16: Baccalaureate 

-May 18: HS Chorus Concert @ 
7PM 

-May 27: Third-grade play: “The 
Emperor’s New Clothes” @ 7PM 

-May 29: Coal Festival Parade 

-June 3: Ice Cream Social– Jazz 
Band and Sweet N’ Lows @ 6:30PM 

-June 5: Commencement @ 10AM 
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 Our Jr. High Basketball 
teams had good seasons.  Both 
squads improved their                        
fundamentals through practice 
and played better games as the 
season progressed. The girls 
played some very close games 
but came up a little short in             
scoring.  They finished their             
season and are looking forward to 
next year.   
 Our softball team has 
been practicing in the gym. As 
they get to practice on the field, 
they will work on more holistic 
aspects of the game instead of 
purely technique.  We have a 

good group of ladies, and the   
underclassmen are looking 
strong.  Our numbers are up a 
little from last year, as we have 
some freshmen who have broken 
into the line-up.  We have a                
number of JV games for the 
younger players, and I hope this 
will help improve the squad.  
Coach Grinnell is looking for 
some wins this year. 
 Our track members are 
doing well.  We are sending 14 
members to North Penn, and our 
athletes are contributing to the 
team in many ways. A few have 
already qualified for districts! 

 We have a small squad 
this year with only one senior 
from Liberty, Daniel Kreger. The 
team has been practicing in                
Island Park and has also gone 
down to the West Branch Ratchet 
Club for some lessons.  We also 
have two North Penn students on 
our squad. 
 We have four players 
who travel to Mansfield to play 
on the baseball team. Sam 
Bohnert has made the varsity 
squad, and we have three others 
players on the JV squad. 
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 The math department is 
continuing their efforts to educate 
each student and to move the                   
students at LHS towards increasing 
standards of proficiency in                   
mathematics.  The students in the 7th, 
8th, and 11th grades are currently tak-
ing their PSSA tests. 
 In Mr. Kefover’s 7th grade 
class, the students are working with 
slope, equations of lines, and similar 
figures. 
 In the 11th grade Survey of 
Math class, students are working on 
problems that support the work they 

are doing in Algebra II.    The               
challenging work from the Survey of 
Math will help prepare students for a 
thorough understanding of algebra. 
 In the 11th grade Algebra II 
classes, students are continuing on 
pace with the district testing                  
requirements.  Currently, they are 
exploring polynomials, factoring, 
and applications of quadratic                 
equations.    
 The College Algebra class 
is focusing on advanced algebra.  
They are doing interesting, authentic 

projects in class designed to engage 
higher-order thinking skills. 
 The 8th grade Algebra I 
class is moving along well and will 
soon be taking their seventh district 
exam.  These students are working 
on problems that require a thorough 
understanding of slope. 
 Mr. Kefover’s                         
Trigonometry class has just finished 
working with and applying the laws 
of sine and cosine. 

���������	
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Over the past couple of 

months, the technology education 
department has been working on 
many exciting things by infusing 
technology into traditional industrial 
arts. Currently, we are developing a 
course that focuses on the                       
information systems aspect of              
technology education. Moving in 
new directions is exciting.    

In the material processing 
courses which are taken place mostly 
in wood shops, we are using both 
traditional machines as well as the 
new Shopbot CNC Router.  The        
seniors are in the assembly phase of 
the roll top desks that they have been 
making for the majority of the year. 
They are really turning out nice. 

Good job, seniors!  The juniors have 
finished working on candle stands 
and signs on the CNC Router. They 
are now beginning independent            
projects ranging from simple boxes 
to hat racks to backpacks to guitars.  
Many great products and projects 
have been produced. 

The freshmen have been 
working on electronics.  They started 
out by learning some of the different 
components used in modern                   
electrical systems, and then they 
purchased kits that were constructed 
to teach soldering and component 
placement.  The ninth graders also 
did some simple house wiring to 
learn some of the basics of wiring 
circuits.  They are now using their 

soldering ability to make a sign lit by 
Light Emitting Diodes (LED’s).  
They designed the sign on the CNC 
Router, cut out the sign, and will 
then hook up the lights to a holder 
that they constructed. 

The photo and digital video 
class has shifted away from the           
digital photography emphasis and 
drifted towards digital videos.  They 
have done a variety of projects to 
demonstrate their skills in                      
videography.  They have been             
learning about iMovie and the Mac 
platform to make videos. 

It has been a good year 
down in the “shop hall”. I would like 
to thank all the students for their 
hard work and positive attitude. 
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7th Grade Integrated Science 
 The 7th grade students are 
learning about cell division right 
now.  They have discovered the 
similarities and differences between 
mitosis and meiosis.  They are also 
studying sexual and asexual                   
reproduction in cells. 
8th Grade Integrated Science 
 The 8th grade students are 
deep into lessons on motion.                     
Ve loc i t y ,  acce le ra t ion ,  and                     
momentum are three of the                    
principles covered so far.  They have 
done three separate labs so far to find 
the velocity of cars, acceleration of a 
car down a ramp, and the law of   
conservation of momentum during 
car crashes. 
10th Grade Biology 
 The 10th grade science              
students are learning where energy 
comes from.  They have studied the 
principles of cellular respiration, and 
they have also completed a lab in 
which they produced cheese.  The 
lab gave them hands on experience 
with how respiration works. 

11th Grade Chemistry 
 The chemists here at               
Liberty are hard at work learning 
about chemical formula writing.  
They have learned how to write  
empirical formulas and have done 
several labs to see the results of their 
chemical reactions. 
12th Grade Chemistry II 
 The advanced chemists are 
working on stoichiometry problems 
at this time.  They have done the 
written work and are delving into 
labs.  The labs show what takes 
place when theoretical chemistry 
actually occurs.  
12th Grade Physics 
 The physicists here at             
Liberty have been busy.  They                       
finished a project in which they                
researched the physics of topics such 
as skydiving (freefall), motorcycles 
(rotational inertia and momentum), 
artillery (projectile motion), ice   
skating (friction and force), and  
helicopters (Bernouli’s principle and 
lift).  They are also building potato 

guns to study projectile motion and 
combustion.   
 Next, we are doing a side 
project with maple syrup.  We have 
boiled down 35 gallons of maple sap 
to make almost three quarts of maple 
syrup.  The students are researching 
the history, chemistry, and physics 
concepts related to the making of 
maple syrup. 
Anatomy and Physiology 
 The Anatomy and                   
Physiology students are learning 
about skeletal structure.  They are in 
the process of reconstructing a             
beaver skeleton.  They finished a 
coyote skull a month ago and are 
now putting the beaver together.   
FISH UPDATE 
 Mr. White’s cold water 
aquarium fish hatchery is doing well.   
His brook trout are growing fast and 
will soon be ready for stocking in 
May. 
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