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Overview: 
Basis of the course: 

Reading anchors; research, and the I-Journey.  This course should 



be structured around the I-Journey throughout the semester; 



reading skills will be incorporated into each lesson (example: 



reinforce RAP with the whole class, then visit the library and find 



individual sources, then using RAP with individual sources); 



RESEARCH SKILLS will be taught and reinforced in this course, 



with the hope that by spending extra time (frontloading) 




on research skills, there will be significant gains in students’ 



independent reading and research skills in the future.
Purpose of the course:  
Segue from 7th grade Reading in the Content Areas course using 



strategies and anchors (from 7th Reading course) to focus 




more on nonfiction and information-based text, and move students 



toward the 9th grade Communications course, in which students 



will need more research skills.




I-Journey—way of making the ALA standards and anchors tie 




together; the thread that runs throughout the 8th grade Reading 




course; each component can be tied in to the “travel”/I-Journey 




theme. 
Goal:  



The goal of the 8th grade reading course is to use research and 




library standards with English standards and 
anchors

ALA standards and Big 6 Research Skills:  

Librarians will be asked to help teach these.  We have adopted the "Big 6 Skills 
Curriculum" developed by Michael B. Eisenberg (University of Washington) and Robert 
E. Berkowitz (Syracuse University) as the research strategy students will apply to their 
assignments. 
PA Standards for Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening
The Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening Standards describe what students should know and be able to do with the English language.  The standards provide the targets for instruction and student learning essential for success in all academic areas, not just language arts classrooms.  Although the standards are not a curriculum or a prescribed series of activities, school entities will use them to develop a local school curriculum that will meet local students’ needs.

The language arts—Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening—are unique because they are processes that students use to learn and make sense of their world.  Students do not read “reading”; they read about history, science, mathematics and other content areas as well as about topics for their interest and entertainment.  Similarly, students do not write “writing”; they use written words to express their knowledge and ideas and to inform or entertain others.

Because of the unique nature of the language arts, all teachers in a school will use the Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening Standards.  The standards define the skills and strategies employed by effective readers and writers; therefore, all teachers will assist their students in learning them through multiple classroom situations in all the subject areas.
1.1.8  Learning to Read Independently

A. Locate appropriate texts (literature, information, documents) for an assigned purpose before reading. 

B. Identify and use common organizational structures and graphic features to comprehend information.\
C. Use knowledge of root words as well as context clues and glossaries to understand specialized vocabulary in the content areas during reading.  Use these words accurately in speaking and writing.

D. Identify basic facts and ideas in text using specific strategies (e.g., recall genre characteristics, set a purpose for reading, generate essential questions as aids to comprehension and clarify understanding through rereading and discussion).

E. Expand a reading vocabulary by identifying and correctly using idioms and words with literal and figurative meanings.  Use a dictionary or related reference.

F. Understand the meaning of and apply key vocabulary across the various subject areas.

G. Demonstrate after reading understanding and interpretation of both fiction and nonfiction text, including public documents.  

· Make, and support with evidence, assertions about texts.

· Compare and contrast texts using themes, settings, characters and ideas.

· Make extensions to related ideas, topics or information.

· Describe the context of a document.

· Analyze the positions, arguments and evidence in public documents.

H. Demonstrate fluency and comprehension in reading.

· Read familiar materials aloud with accuracy.

· Self-correct mistakes.

· Use appropriate rhythm, flow, meter and pronunciation.

· Read a variety of genres and types of text.

· Demonstrate comprehension (Standard 1.1.8.G.).

(Recommend: 25 books/year)

1.2.8 Reading Critically in All Content Areas

A. Read and understand essential content of informational texts and documents in all academic areas.

· Differentiate fact from opinion utilizing resources that go beyond traditional text (e.g., newspapers, magazines and periodicals) to electronic media.

· Distinguish between essential and nonessential information across texts and going beyond texts to a variety of media; identify bias and propaganda where present. 

· Draw inferences based on a variety of information sources.

· Evaluate text organization and content to determine the author’s purpose and effectiveness according to the author’s theses, accuracy and thoroughness.

B. Use and understand a variety of media and evaluate the quality of material produced.

· Compare and analyze how different media offer a unique perspective on the information presented.

· Analyze the techniques of particular media messages and their effect on a targeted audience.

· Use, design and develop a media project that expands understanding (e.g., authors and works from a particular historical period).

C. Produce work in at least one literary genre that follows the conventions of the genre.

1.3.8  Reading, Analyzing and Interpreting Literature

A. Read and understand works of literature.

B. Analyze the use of literary elements by an author including characterization, setting, plot, theme, point of view, tone and style.

C. Analyze the effect of various literary devices.

· Sound techniques (e.g., rhyme, rhythm, meter, alliteration).

· Figurative language (e.g., personification, simile, metaphor, hyperbole, allusion).

D. Identify poetic forms (e.g., ballad, sonnet, couplet).

E. Analyze drama to determine the reasons for a character’s actions taking into account the situation and basic motivation of the character. 

F. Read and respond to nonfiction and fiction including poetry and drama.

1.4.8 Types of Writing

A. Write short stories, poems and plays. 

· Apply varying organizational methods. 

· Use relevant illustrations. 

· Utilize dialogue. 

· Apply literary conflict.

· Include literary elements 

              (Standard 1.3.8.B.) .

· Use literary devices 

              (Standard 1.3.8.C.).                          

B. Write multi-paragraph informational pieces (e.g., letters, descriptions, reports, instructions, essays, articles, interviews).

· Include cause and effect.

· Develop a problem and solution when appropriate to the topic.

· Use relevant graphics (e.g., maps, charts, graphs, tables, illustrations, photographs). 

· Use primary and secondary sources.

C. Write persuasive pieces.

· Include a clearly stated position or opinion.

· Include convincing, elaborated and properly cited evidence. 

· Develop reader interest.

· Anticipate and counter reader concerns and arguments.

D. Maintain a written record of activities, course work, experience, honors and interests.       

1.5.8 Quality of Writing

A. Write with a sharp, distinct focus.

· Identify topic, task and audience.

· Establish a single point of view.

B. Write using well-developed content appropriate for the topic.

· Gather, determine validity and reliability of and organize information.

· Employ the most effective format for purpose and audience.

· Write paragraphs that have details and information specific to the topic and relevant to the focus.

C. Write with controlled and/or subtle organization.

· Sustain a logical order within sentences and between paragraphs using meaningful transitions.

· Establish topic and purpose in the introduction.

· Reiterate the topic and purpose in the conclusion.

D. Write with an understanding of the stylistic aspects of composition.

· Use different types and lengths of sentences.

· Use tone and voice through the use of precise language.

E. Revise writing after rethinking logic of organization and rechecking central idea, content, paragraph development, level of detail, style, tone and word choice.

F. Edit writing using the conventions of language.

· Spell common, frequently used words correctly.

· Use capital letters correctly. 

· Punctuate correctly (periods, exclamation points, question marks, commas, quotation marks, apostrophes, colons, semicolons, parentheses).

· Use nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, conjunctions, prepositions and interjections properly.

· Use complete sentences (simple, compound, complex, declarative, interrogative, exclamatory and imperative). 

G. Present and/or defend written work for publication when appropriate.         

1.6.8 Speaking and Listening

A. Listen to others.

· Ask probing questions.

· Analyze information, ideas and opinions to determine relevancy.

· Take notes when needed.

B. Listen to selections of literature (fiction and/or nonfiction).

· Relate them to previous knowledge.

· Predict content/events.

· Summarize events and identify the significant points. 

· Identify and define new words and concepts.

· Analyze the selections.

C. Speak using skills appropriate to formal speech situations.

· Use complete sentences.

· Pronounce words correctly.

· Adjust volume to purpose and audience.

· Adjust pace to convey meaning.

· Add stress (emphasis) and inflection to enhance meaning.

D. Contribute to discussions.

· Ask relevant, probing questions.

· Respond with relevant information, ideas or reasons in support of opinions expressed.

· Listen to and acknowledge the contributions of others.

· Adjust tone and involvement to encourage equitable participation.

· Clarify, illustrate or expand on a response when asked.

· Present support for opinions.

· Paraphrase and summarize, when prompted.

E. Participate in small and large group discussions and presentations.

· Initiate everyday conversation.

· Select a topic and present an oral reading.

· Conduct interviews as part of the research process.

· Organize and participate in informal debates.

F. Use media for learning purposes.

· Describe how the media provides information that is sometimes accurate, sometimes biased based on a point of view or by the opinion or beliefs of the presenter.

· Analyze the role of advertising in the media.

· Create a multimedia (e.g., film, music, computer-graphic) presentation for display or transmission.

1.7.8 Characteristics and Function of the English Language

A. Describe the origins and meanings of common, learned and foreign words used frequently in English language (e.g., carte blanche, faux pas).

B. Analyze the role and place of standard American English in speech, writing and literature.

C. Identify new words that have been added to the English language over time. 

1.8.8 Research

A. Select and refine a topic for research.

B. Locate information using appropriate sources and strategies.

· Determine valid resources for researching the topic, including primary and secondary sources.

· Evaluate the importance and quality of the sources.

· Select essential sources (e.g., dictionaries, encyclopedias, other reference materials, interviews, observations, computer databases).

· Use tables of contents, indices, key words, cross-references and appendices.

· Use traditional and electronic search tools.

C. Organize, summarize and present the main ideas from research.

· Identify the steps necessary to carry out a research project.

· Take relevant notes from sources.

· Develop a thesis statement based on research.

· Give precise, formal credit for others’ ideas, images or information using a standard method of documentation.

· Use formatting techniques to create an understandable presentation for a designated audience.

ALA Standards

BENCHMARKS: INFORMATION LITERACY STANDARDS
The following represents 8th grade curriculum benchmarks for the

American Library Association’s “Information Literacy Standards for Student

Learning” including descriptors and outcome measures.
Standard 1: 
The student who is information literate accesses information



efficiently and effectively.
Grade 8

a. Recognizes the need for information.  


When faced with an information problem or question, determines whether 



additional information (beyond one's own knowledge) is needed to resolve 


it. 
b. Recognizes that accurate and comprehensive information is the basis for intelligent decision making.  


Explains the differences between accurate and inaccurate information and 



complete and incomplete information for decision-making.  
c. Formulates questions based on information needs.



States both broad and specific questions that will help in finding needed 



information. 
d. Identifies a variety of potential sources of information.



Brainstorms a range of sources of information that will meet an 




information need.
e. Develops and uses successful strategies for locating information.



Explains and applies a plan to access needed information. 
Standard 2:
The student who is information literate evaluates information



critically and competently.
Grade 8

a. Determines accuracy, relevance, and comprehensiveness. 


Compares and contrasts sources related to a topic to determine which are 



more accurate, relevant, and comprehensive. 

b. Distinguishes among fact, point of view, and opinion. 
 

Explains how fact, point of view, and opinion are different from one 



another. 

c. Identifies inaccurate and misleading information. 


Explains why inaccurate and misleading information can lead to faulty 



conclusions. 

d. Selects information appropriate to the problem or question at hand. 


Analyzes information from a variety of sources to determine its 




applicability to a specific information problem or question. 
Standard 3: 
The student who is information literate uses information accurately



and creatively
Grade 8
a. Organizes information for practical application  

Organizes information in different ways according to the information 
problem or question at hand.
b. Integrates new information into one's own knowledge



Draws conclusions by combining what is already known about a topic 



with new information. 
c. Applies information in critical thinking and problem solving.



Uses information from a variety of sources to resolve an information 



problem or question.  
d. Produces and communicates information and ideas in appropriate formats.


Chooses an appropriate format for presenting information based on the 



information itself, the audience, and the nature of the information problem 


or question.  
Standard 4: 
The student who is an independent learner is information literate and



pursues information related to personal interests.
Grade 8
a. Seeks information related to various dimensions of personal well-being, such as career interests, community involvement, health matters, and recreational pursuits.


Generally goes beyond one's own knowledge to seek information on 



personal interest or well-being.

b. Designs, develops, and evaluates information products and solutions related to personal interests.



Creates information products and solutions related to topics of



personal interest.

Standard 5: 
The student who is an independent learner is information literate and



appreciates literature and other creative expressions of information.
Grade 8
a. Is a competent and self-motivated reader.


Chooses fiction and other kinds of literature to read and analyzes literary



plots, themes, and characters.

b. Derives meaning from information presented creatively in a variety of formats.



Analyzes and explains information presented creatively in various 




formats.

c. Develops creative products in a variety of formats.



Expresses information and ideas creatively in products that combine 



several formats.

Standard 6:
 The student who is an independent learner is information literate and



strives for excellence in information seeking and knowledge generation.
Grade 8
a. Assesses the quality of the process and products of personal information seeking.



Assesses each step of the information seeking process related to a specific 



information problem and assesses the result.

b. Devises strategies for revising, improving, and updating self generated knowledge.



Selects and applies appropriate strategies for revising, improving, and 



updating work. 
Standard 7: 
The students who contributes positively to the learning community



and to society is information literate and recognizes the importance of



information to a democratic society.

Grade 8

a. Seeks information from diverse sources, contexts, disciplines, and cultures.



Uses a variety of sources covering diverse perspectives to resolve an 



information problem or question.

b. Respects the principle of equitable access to information.



Uses information, information sources, and information technology 



efficiently so that they are available for others to use.
Standard 8:
 The student who contributes positively to the learning community



and to society is information literate and practices ethical behavior in 



regard to information and information technology.
Grade 8
a. Respects the principles of intellectual freedom.


Analyzes a situation (e.g., a challenge to a book or video in the library 



media center) in terms of its relationship to intellectual freedom.

b. Respects intellectual property rights.



Analyzes situations (e.g., the creation of a term paper or the development 



of a multimedia product) to determine the steps necessary to respect 



intellectual property rights.

c. Uses information technology responsibly.



Locates appropriate information efficiently with the school's computing 



and communications hardware, software, and networks.

Standard 9: 
The students who contributes positively to the learning community



and to society is information literate and participates effectively in groups 



to pursue and generate information.

Grade 8

a. Shares knowledge and information with others.



Using information sources, selects information and ideas that will 




contribute directly to the success of group projects.

b. Respects others' ideas and backgrounds and acknowledges their contributions.



Encourages consideration of ideas and information from all group 




members.

c. Collaborates with others, both in person and through technologies, to identify information problems and to seek their solutions.



Participates actively in discussions with others, in person and remotely 



through technologies, to analyze information problems and to suggest 



solutions.

d. Collaborates with others, both in person and through technologies, to design, develop and evaluate information products and solutions.



Works with others, in person and remotely through technologies, to create 



and evaluate products that communicate complex information and ideas.

Research Skills:
The Big 6 Skills

1. Task Definition
1.1  Define the problem
1.2 Identify the information requirements of the problem


2. Information Seeking Strategies
2.1 Determine the range of possible sources
2.2 Evaluate the different possible sources to determine priorities


3. Location and Access
3.1 Locate sources (intellectually and physically)
3.2 Find information within resources


4. Use of Information
4.1 Engage (e.g. read, hear, view) the information in a source
4.2 Extract information from a source


5. Synthesis
5.1 Organize information from multiple sources
5.2 Present information


      6.  Evaluation

6.1 Judge the product (effectiveness)

6.2 Judge the information problem-solving process (efficiency) 
	Pennsylvania Standards for Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening (8th grade)
	Pennsylvania Anchors for Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening (8th grade)
	American Library Association Standards
	Research Skills:  The Big Six
	Course Assessment Measuring Objective

I-Journey

	Learning to Read Independently

	A.  Comprehension and Reading 
B.  Interpretation and Analysis of Fiction and Nonfiction Text


	Standard 5
Standard 7
	2.  Information Seeking Strategies
	I-Journey Paper

Mini-Lessons

	1.2 
Reading Critically in all Content Areas

	A.  Comprehension and Reading 
B.  Interpretation and Analysis of Fiction and Nonfiction Text


	Standard 5
Standard 6

Standard 7
	3.  Location and Access
4.  Use of Information

5.  Synthesis

6.  Evaluation
	NTW Cards

Map

I-Journey Paper

	1.3 
Reading, Analyzing and Interpreting Literature

	B.  Interpretation and Analysis of Fiction and Nonfiction Text

	Standard 5
Standard 6

Standard 7
	4.  Use of Information
	Map

I-Journey Paper

	1.4
Types of Writing

	
	
	4.  Use of Information

	NTK Cards

Map

I-Journey Paper

	1.5 
Quality of Writing

	
	Standard 3
Standard 4

Standard 5

Standard 6

Standard 9


	4.  Use of Information
5.  Synthesis

6.  Evaluation
	NTK Cards

I-Journey Paper

Revision Stage

	1.6 
Speaking and Listening

	
	Standard 1

Standard 2
Standard 3

Standard 4

Standard 5

Standard 9


	4.  Use of Information
5.  Synthesis

6.  Evaluation
	Oral Presentation

	1.7  
Characteristics and Functions of the English Language
	
	
	
	I-Journey Paper
Revision Stage

Mini-Lessons

	1.8

Research


	
	Standard 1
Standard 2

Standard 3

Standard 4

Standard 5

Standard 6

Standard 7

Standard 8
	1.  Task Definition
2.  Information Seeking Strategies

3.  Location and Access

4.  Use of Information

5.  Synthesis

6.  Evaluation
	NTK Cards

Map 

I-Journey Paper


Suggested Readings/Travelogues
--titles that are travel-themed; two copies of each per library as Reading Counts books (one copy of each for the health center):
Dogsong by Gary Paulsen

Rome Antics by David Macaulay
Parvana’s Journey by Deborah Ellis
Peak by Roland Smith
The Big Wander by Will Hobbs
A Family Apart by Joan Lowry Nixon
Gingerbread by Rachel Cohn
Sing Down the Moon by Scott O’Dell
So Far from the Bamboo Grove by Yoko Kawashima Watkins
Somewhere in the Darkness by Walter Dean Myers
Streams to the River by Scott O’Dell
Deadline by Chris Crutcher
Messenger by Lois Lowry
Listening for Lions by Gloria Whelan
You Don’t Know Me by David Klass
Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelson
Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech
Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close by Jonathan Safran Foer
Uglies by Scott Westerfeld
Pretties by Scott Westerfeld
Specials by Scott Westerfeld
A Corner of the Universe by Ann Martin
Poison by Chris Wooding
A Hole in the World by Sid Hite
So B. It by Sarah Weeks
Suggested Resources
Academic standards for reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  (n.d.).  Harrisburg, PA:  Pennsylvania Department of Education.  Available:  http://www.pde.state.pa.us/k12/lib/k12/Reading.pdf
Allan, K. K., & Miller, M. S. (2000). Literacy and learning: Strategies for middle and 
secondary teachers. Boston: Houghton Mifflin.

Bruce, C. " Information Literacy as a Catalyst for Educational Change: A 
Background Paper," 
July 2002, White Paper prepared for UNESCO, the U.S. National Commission on 
Libraries and Information Science, and the National Forum on Information Literacy, 
for use at the Information Literacy Meeting of Experts, Prague, The Czech Republic. 

Eisenberg, M. & Berkowitz, R. (1990). Information problem solving: The big six skills 
approach to library & information skills instruction. Norwood, N.J.: Ablex.

Penha, J. & Roby, M.  (2008).  Inquiry and research through the i-journey project. Classroom Notes Plus, 25(3).   1-10. 

Leu, D. J., Zawilinski, L., Castek, J., Banerjee, M., Housand, B. C., Liu, Y., & O’Neil, M. (    ). 
What is new about the new literacies of online reading comprehension? In Rush, L. S., 
Eakle, J., & Berger, A. (eds.). Secondary school literacy: What research reveals for 
classroom practice. National Council of Teachers of English.
Ornstein, A. C., Pajak, E. F., & Ornstein, S. B. (2007).  Contemporary issues in curriculum  (4th ed.).  New York:  Allyn and Bacon.

Walden, K., & Peacock, A.  (2006).  The i-map:  A process-centered response to plagiarism.  Assessment & Evaluation in Higher Education, 31(2).  201-214.
Wiggins, G., & McTighe, J. (2005).  Understanding by design (expanded 2nd ed.).  Alexandria, VA:  ASCD.
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