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SOUTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT

Boyanowski Administration Building

241 MAIN STREET, BLOSSBURG, PA 16912

MINUTES:  BOARD OF EDUCATION–January 10, 2011
The meeting of the Board of Education of the Southern Tioga School District was called to order by Board President Barbara Shull with the following members also present: Ivan Erway, 
Dan Berguson, Stephen Hall, Stuart Crossen, Susan Jaquish and Gloria Schwab.
Also present were Mr. Kalata, Mrs. Crowell, Mrs. Perry, Dr. Freeman, Dr. Kelly, Mr. Rotella,
 Mr. Jaquish, Mr. David, Mrs. Sick, Dr. Lindner, Dr. Drabick and interested citizens.
January is School Board Recognition month. Mr. Kalata recognized the Board for all their hard work throughout the year. He stated, “The Board does not receive compensation for this, so on behalf of the Administration,  thank you for all the work you do.”
The Minutes of the Reorganization meeting held on December 6, 2010, were read by the Board. On motion of Mrs. Schwab and second of Mr. Berguson the Board voted 7 to 0 to approve the minutes as presented.

The Minutes of the regular Board meeting held on December 6, 2010, were read by the Board.  On motion of Mr. Erway and second of Mr. Hall the Board voted 7 to 0 to approve the minutes as presented.

Mrs. Perry reviewed the Treasurer’s Report. On motion of Mr. Berguson and second of 
Mrs. Schwab the Board voted 7 to 0 to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented. (EXHIBIT)
The Board studied the Bill List for the General Fund.  On motion of Mrs. Jaquish and second of 
Mr. Crossen the Board voted 7 to 0 to approve the bill list as presented. (EXHIBIT)
The Board studied the Bill List for the Capital Project Fund. On motion of Mrs. Schwab and second of Mr. Erway the Board voted 7 to 0 to approve the bill list as presented. (EXHIBIT)
Mr. Kollar arrived at the meeting.

Mrs. Perry reviewed the Food Service Report.   Mrs. Sick will be conducting a mid-year direct certification process to assist needy families.  An on-line meal payment system is being recommended for approval tonight.  On motion of Mr. Berguson and second of 
Mr. Kollar the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the report as presented. (EXHIBIT)
The following correspondence items were read by the Board:

· A letter of retirement from Linda Bovaird, Learning Support Teacher, North Penn High School, effective at the end of the 2010/2011 school year.

· A letter of resignation from Simon Morgan, Assistant Jr. High Boys Basketball Coach, Mansfield High School.

· A letter of resignation from Bethany Salada, Elementary Teacher, Warren L. Miller Elementary School, effective January 3, 2011.

· A letter of resignation from Rebecca Rasmussen, Assistant Jr. High Girls Basketball Coach, Mansfield High School.
On motion of Mr. Crossen and second of Mrs. Schwab the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the correspondence as presented.

On motion of Mr. Hall and second of Mr. Berguson the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the Building Use Permits as presented. (EXHIBIT)
On motion of Mrs. Jaquish and second of Mr. Kollar the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the Field Trip and Conference Requests as presented. (EXHIBIT)
Administrative Report

Mr. Kalata reported for the Administration as follows:
North Penn Building Project Update
A Buildings and Grounds Committee meeting is scheduled for January 19, 2011, at 12:00 PM at the District office.  Mr. Scarantino will be present to discuss refined plans. 

Act 34 Hearing
An Act 34 Hearing is tentatively scheduled for February 7, 2011, at 7:00 PM at the North Penn High School auditorium.
Administrative Office Property
A vehicle accident on Main Street in Blossburg affected District office services until 1:00 PM today. Damages included the Administration Office property, the sign and shrubs. Special thank you to Mr. David and Dr. Lindner for hosting district office staff in their buildings.

2010 Keystone Achievement Awards
All schools in the District achieved academic success in Math, Reading and Writing. Liberty High School, Blossburg Elementary School, Liberty Elementary School and Mansfield High School received Achievement of Recognition Awards from the State of Pennsylvania and principals were presented the awards. 
Research Project at Warren L. Miller Elementary School – Dr. Timothy Madigan
Dr. Timothy Madigan, Mansfield University, requested permission to conduct a research project to compare U.S. students with students in China by surveying first and third grade students at Warren L. Miller Elementary School in math and creativity. The research process has been approved by Mansfield University officials. The Board acknowledged Dr. Madigan’s request and requested a copy of the results.
Action Items

The Board made the following Superintendent recommendations:

Entering into a contract with Mr. Keith Yarger to serve as Superintendent of the District effective March 1, 2011, through June 30, 2014. Mr. Yarger will be employed at an annual salary of $100,000. Benefits will be as defined by the Executive Administration Compensation Plan and the exhibited Superintendent’s Employment Agreement. On motion of Mrs. Schwab and second of Mr. Kollar the board voted 8 to 0 to approve the recommendation. (EXHIBIT)
Transferring Mr. Joseph M. Kalata from Superintendent to Administrator on Special Assignment effective March 1, 2011. On motion of Mr. Erway and second of Mr. Kollar the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the recommendations.

Mr. Yarger was introduced after approval as Superintendent. He responded that he looks forward to working with the District. 
The Administration recommended:
Transferring Francis Novak, Math Teacher, North Penn High School, to Elementary Teacher, Warren L. Miller Elementary School, effective January 11, 2011. On motion of Mr. Berguson and second of Mr. Crossen the Board voted 8 to 0 approve the recommendation.
The Administration made the following Personnel recommendations:
Temporarily transferring Francis Novak, Elementary Teacher, Warren L. Miller Elementary School, to Math Teacher, North Penn High School, effective January 11, 2011, through the end of the 2010/2011 school year.
Extending the employment of Rachael Schonher, Long-Term Substitute Elementary Teacher, Warren L. Miller Elementary School, through the end of the 2010/2011 school year. Ms. Schonher will be employed at a daily rate of $217.35 plus benefits as defined by the Substitute Professional Employees Conditions of Employment.

Extending the supplemental contract of Debbie Dalton as mentor working with Rachael Schonher through the end of the 2010/2011 school year.

Employing Dawn Clark as Secretary to the Principal, Mansfield High School, retroactively to January 3, 2011.  Ms. Clark will be employed at an annual salary of $20,500 plus benefits as defined by the Classified Employees Conditions of Employment.

Extending the employment of Lori Mitstifer, Pre-Arranged Short-Term Substitute Elementary Teacher, Blossburg Elementary School, through January 28, 2011. Ms. Mitstifer will be employed at a daily rate of $120.00 as defined by the Substitute Professional Employees Conditions of Employment.

Entering into supplemental contracts with the following persons as Cyber Teachers for the Blendedschools.net program for the 2010/2011 school year:
· Angel Sember, 1  English course






$500

· Eric Broughton, 1 Science course






$500

· Holli Smith, 1 Math course







$500

· Mike Hill, 1 History course







$1,000

· Deb Rausher, 1 Special Education program





$1,000

Employing Deb Rausher as Special Education Teacher for In-Home Instruction up to 5 hours per week at a rate of $37.87 per hour retroactively to December 13, 2010, for six to eight weeks.
Adding the following persons to the 2010/2011 Day-to-Day Substitute Employees List:
· Lisa Miller, Elementary Teacher, retroactively to December 23, 2010.

· Aaron Ohnmeiss, Chemistry Teacher, retroactively to December 23, 2010.

· Owen Crumb, Art Teacher, retroactively to January 3, 2011.

On motion of Mrs. Schwab and second of Mr. Hall the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the Personnel recommendations.
The Administration made the following Student Activities recommendations:
Entering into supplemental contracts with the following persons for the 2010/2011 school year (*pending receipt of clearances)

· Karen Fry, Freshman Class Co-Advisor, Liberty High School



$510
· Valerie Lovett, Freshman Class Co-Advisor, Liberty High School


$510
· Helen Feaster, Stage Production Advisor, Liberty High School


$1,779

· Julia Nowak, Asst. Jr. High Girls Basketball Coach, North Penn High School

$1,231

· Clarissa Cummings, Asst.  Jr. High Girls Basketball Coach, Mansfield High School
$1,231
      
· Jeff Manikowski, Head Jr. High Boys Basketball Coach, North Penn High School
$1,675
·  *David Mahonski, Asst. Jr. High Boys Basketball Coach, North Penn High School
$1,231
Volunteers for the 2010/2011 school year as follows:
· Tom McNamara, Basketball Program, North Penn High School
· Todd Berguson, Basketball Program, North Penn High School
· Casey Kurzejewski, Basketball Program, North Penn High School
· *Travis Oakley, Basketball Program, Liberty High School

Stephen Hall as Board representative to the Blossburg Recreation Board.
On motion of Mr. Crossen and second of Mr. Berguson the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the Student Activities recommendations.

The Administration made the following Long Range Planning recommendations:
A homebound instruction request for a Liberty High School student starting December 14, 2010, for up to six weeks.
Acceptance of a grant in the amount of $1,000 from Lowe’s of Mansfield to be used at Warren L. Miller Elementary School.
Entering into an Affiliation Agreement with Mansfield University’s Psychology Department to serve as an internship site to provide University students practical experience. Mr. Kollar clarified that the Affiliation Agreement is for a 5 year term with an effective date of January 10, 2011.
A request from Debra Ferrell for an Internship with Amanda Capone, Guidance Counselor at Mansfield High School. The internship would begin January 17, 2011, for the spring semester, completing 280 hours, and is pending receipt of current clearances.
On motion of Mrs. Jaquish and second of Mr. Erway the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the Long Range Planning recommendations.

The Administration recommended approval of the 1st Reading of New Policy # 237 – Electronic Devices. Mr. Kalata stated that the policy was for Board consideration and wished to bring the matter to discussion. Mrs. Jaquish moved to approve the recommendation, with Mr. Kollar seconding the motion. Ms. Shull recommended that the Long Range Planning committee review the policy. Mrs. Jaquish asked if moving it to a committee would preclude the administration’s  involvement. It was discussed to review the policy at a work session. Mrs. Jaquish moved to withdraw the motion. Mr. Kollar seconded it.  
The Administration requested the following Budget recommendation:
Permission to advertise that a Proposed Preliminary Budget for 2011/2012 is available for public inspection, give public notice of the Board’s intent to adopt a Proposed Preliminary Budget on February 14, 2011, and request approval from the Pennsylvania Department of Education for appropriate referendum exceptions. Mrs. Perry reported that the latest information on Edu

Jobs funds indicates the funding will be made available by May 2011.
On motion of Mr. Berguson and second of Mr. Kollar the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the Budget recommendation.

The Administration made the following Student and Community Services recommendations:
Entering into a contract with School Payment Solutions to provide on-line meal payment services for the district.

Fall game attendants for Liberty High School in the amount of $2,695.
On motion of Mrs. Schwab and second of Mr. Kollar the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the recommendation.
The Administration made a Student and Community Services recommendation to enter into an agreement with CGG Veritas Land Inc. to conduct a 3D Seismic survey for the property on the Liberty complexes.
On motion of Mr. Kollar and second of Mr. Erway the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the recommendation.
Board President Barbara Shull made the following announcements:

Board Work Session
· Monday, February 7, 2011, at 6:30 PM 
North Penn High School Auditorium
Act 34 Hearing

· Monday, February 7, 2011, at 7:00 PM

North Penn High School Auditorium
Next Board Meeting 
· Monday, February 14, 2010, at 6:30 PM 
Liberty High School Auditorium
Committee Meeting

· Buildings and Grounds Committee

Wednesday, January 19, 2011, at 12:00 PM

Boyanowski Administration Building 

On motion of Mrs. Schwab and second of Mr. Crossen the Board voted 8 to 0 to adjourn the meeting.

Approved as read February 14, 2011.

Respectfully Submitted
_______________________________

Penny L. Crowell, Board Secretary
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