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SOUTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT

241 MAIN STREET

BLOSSBURG, PA 16912

MINUTES:  BOARD OF EDUCATION–January 11, 2010
The meeting of the Board of Education of the Southern Tioga School District was called to order by Board President Barbara Shull, with the following members also present: Ivan Erway, Roxanne Landis, Stuart Crossen, Frank Kollar, Terry Osborne, Susan Jaquish, and Gloria Schwab.
Also present were Mr. Kalata, Mrs. Crowell, Mrs. Perry, Mr. Jaquish, Mr. Rotella, Dr. Lindner, Mrs. Drabick, Dr. Miller, Dr. Kelly, Mr. David, Mrs. Sick and interested teachers and citizens.
Mr. Kalata commented on January being School Director Recognition Month.  He expressed his appreciation for the tremendous amount of time and dedication each board member contributes to the school district.

The Minutes of the Reorganization Meeting held on December 7, 2009, were read by the Board. On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mrs. Schwab the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the Minutes as presented.
The Minutes of the Regular meeting held on December 7, 2009, were read by the Board. On motion of
Mr. Crossen and second of Mrs. Landis the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the Minutes as presented.
The Treasurer’s Report was presented by Mrs. Perry.  The report included statements regarding the general fund, money market, student activity funds, student athletic funds, and scholarship funds. On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mrs. Jaquish the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the Treasure’s Report as presented.  (EXHIBIT)

The Board studied the Bill List for the General Fund.  On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mr. Crossen the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the Bill List as presented. (EXHIBIT)

Mrs. Perry presented the Food Service Report.  On motion of Mr. Kollar and second of Mr. Erway the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the Food Service Report as presented.  (EXHIBIT)
The following letters of Board Correspondence were presented to the Board.

· Rich Wise, Learning Support Teacher at W. L. Miller Elementary School, retiring at the end of the 2009/2010 school year after 35 years of service.
· Laurie Tompkins, Learning Support Teacher at Blossburg Elementary School, retiring at the end of the 2009/2010 school year.

· A letter confirming Myra Pino’s verbal resignation from her position of Paraprofessional for a Student with Special Needs at W. L. Miller Elementary School effective December 31, 2009.

· Barry Lauver, Head Boys Soccer Coach, and Michael Slater, Assistant Boys Soccer Coach, resigning from their positions at Mansfield High School effective December 7, 2009.

· Sam Rotella, Jr., resigning from his position as teacher and head teacher at W. L. Miller Elementary School.

· Dianne Wandell, Paraprofessional for a Student with Special Needs at Mansfield High School, retiring at the end of the 2009/2010 school year.

· Leon Putnam, District Maintenance Supervisor, retiring effective July 2, 2010.
Mr. Kalata recognized “Skip” Leon Putnam for his 35 years of service and his value to the District that will be greatly missed.

On motion of Mr. Crossen and second of Mr. Kollar the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the correspondence as presented.

On motion of Mrs. Schwab and second of Mr. Osborne the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the Building Use Permits as presented. (EXHIBIT)

On motion of Mr. Kollar and second of Mr. Crossen the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the Field Trip and Conference Requests as presented.  (EXHIBIT)

Administrative Report
Mr. Kalata reported that there will be a Special Board Meeting next Monday, January 18, to discuss the building project, including presentations from the financial advisor, architect and invited representatives from some of the gas companies.

Mr. Kalata also reported on the Race to the Top Initiative.  After considering the project, he found that there are unfunded mandates included that would cost more than the available funding.  Mr. Kalata confirmed that the professional association would have been interested in the program.  The administration recommended not applying for the funds.
Citizen Recognition for the North Penn Building Project:

David Williams, business owner in Covington, stated that schools are vital to rural communities and he and his family want to stay due to the schools.  The savings from the consolidation would result in lost taxes and a decline in business.
A second grade student from Blossburg Elementary School stated interest in graduation from North Penn High School and playing sports in Blossburg.

Andrea Culp, representing the Brick Tavern, stated that her family’s business depends on the school staying in Blossburg.

Kathy Hudson, new owner of the Window Box, stated support of renovating North Penn High School.

Connie Giles, owner of Frosty Hollow Candles, stated that her business depends on the schools.  If the tax base declines, the whole district will suffer.  

Mark Bowne, Customer Service Representative at the First Citizens National Bank, stated that the average property values of communities with schools are 25% higher than those without schools.

A representative from the Laurel Wellness Center stated that North Penn High School students use the center for free.

Mr. Kreger, owner of a cycle repair business in Blossburg, expressed his feeling that all students are important and the district should keep extracurricular programs for all students.

Linda Blasz, owner of Studio B fitness center, stated her concern that traveling to other towns for extracurricular programs will decrease participation.

Joshua McCurdy of the Blossburg Police Department expressed his concern that fewer people will lower tax revenues and the Department will not be able to provide the same service as is provided now.

Kim Berguson, owner of Kim’s Hair Connection in Arnot, expressed concern about her children having to travel further to school.

Todd Berguson, owner of a trucking company in Arnot, employs 11 people and has two children in school and supports the North Penn High School.
Liz Smith, representing the Blossburg Butters Car Wash and Laundry, strongly supports the North Penn High School renovation.

Melanie Shaut of the Blossburg Holiday Market stated her feeling that the right decision is to renovate North Penn High School.
Frank Yungwirth of Covington stated his concern that the Board should not only consider the impact on the children, but there is an influx of people coming.  A recent news cast projected that 98,000 people will move to this area.  This is the biggest of the three gas sights in the country and the world.  He shared his research with the Board.
Scott Mahr, owner of Superstars Screen Printing, stated that he moved his business here due to the large amount of business he is receiving from North Penn High School.

David Thompson, owner of D&D Express and Catering, has three children in school and stated his feeling that the smart decision is to renovate North Penn High School.

Annette Thompson, property owner, business owner and one of the coordinators of the Blossburg Coal Festival, stated her concern that the schools support businesses and the festival.  She also requested that the Board consider not only the new residents that the gas companies will bring but also the potential new residents employed by the new businesses that will be supporting the gas companies.

Kathy Peoples, Treasurer of the Covington Community Center and employee at Ward Manufacturing, expressed concern that if students are moved to larger schools, they will lose their individual education.

Tyler McClure of Covington expressed concern that if we move to Mansfield we will not get the education we deserve.  I hear some students say that the will quit school and get GED’s if the school is closed.

Jill Nickerson, owner of Toddler University Pre-K, spoke about the contributions of Pre-K programs and without North Penn High School the Pre-K program could not continue.  The businesses of Blossburg have come together to support renovation of North Penn High School.  The school helps sustain Blossburg.

Jim Bogaczyk, Blossburg resident, member of Blossburg Kiwanis Club and Blossburg Borough Council, read the District mission statement.  He stated that he cannot improve on this and stressed that North Penn High School is the cornerstone of our community.
Kate Chabala, Mansfield resident and teacher, shared research conducted by educators that community schools is now the up and coming solution to large high schools.  She stated, we are already doing it right so let’s keep it that way.
Mr. Kalata commented that since Christmas break the District has enrolled 16 students in the Mansfield area compared to a month ago when no new enrollments had been received for this area.  This is being considered in our decisions regarding North Penn High School.

Ms. Shull acknowledged the Blossburg businesses contributions to the meeting and commented on the support jobs that the gas industry will be drawing to the area. 
Mr. Kalata requested that the Board adjourn to Executive Session for Employee reasons.  The Board adjourned.  The meeting was called back to order by Ms. Shull and continued with the Action Items.
The Administration recommended approval of the following:
· Employing Rebecca Colton as Elementary Teacher at Warren L. Miller Elementary School, retroactively to January 4, 2010.  Ms. Colton will be employed as a Temporary Professional Employee at Master’s, Step 1, $41,253, plus benefits as defined by the STEA/STSD Agreement.
· Employing Cathleen Alexander as Elementary Teacher, Liberty Elementary School, effective January 18, 2010.  Ms. Alexander will be employed as a Temporary Professional Employee at Bachelor’s, Step 1, $39,724, plus benefits as defined by the STEA/STSD Agreement.
· Employing Sabrina Bubeck as Long-Term Substitute Elementary Teacher, Warren L. Miller Elementary School, retroactively to January 4, 2010.  Ms. Bubeck will be employed at a daily rate of $213.57 plus benefits as defined by the Substitute Professional Employees Conditions of Employment.

· Employing Ashley Mascho as Long-Term Substitute Elementary Teacher, Liberty Elementary School, effective January 19, 2010.  Ms Mascho will be employed at a daily rate of $213.57 plus benefits as defined by the Substitute Professional Employees Conditions of Employment.

· Employing Sherry Oakley as Pre-Arranged Short-Term Substitute Elementary Teacher, Blossburg Elementary School, effective February 16, 2010, through March 31, 2010.  Ms. Oakley will be employed at a daily rate of $120.00 as defined by the Substitute Professional Employees Conditions of Employment.
· Employing Andra Mingle as Pre-Arranged Short-Term Substitute Elementary Teacher, Blossburg Elementary School, effective January 11, 2010, through March 13, 2010.  Ms. Mingle will be employed at a daily rate of $120.00 as defined by the Substitute Professional Employees Conditions of Employment.

· Transferring Dianne Ostrom, Elementary Teacher, to the position of District CFF Technology Coach for grades five through twelve during the second semester of the 2009/2010 school year.

· Transferring Ann Kieser-Edler, Business Education Teacher, to the position of District CFF Technology Coach for grades five through twelve during the second semester of the 2009/2010 school year.

· Recalling Norleen Hardy from furlough to the position of Paraprofessional for a Student with Special Needs, Warren L. Miller Elementary School, retroactively to December 21, 2009.  Ms. Hardy will be employed at an hourly rate of $9.56 pus benefits as defined by the CWA Paraprofessionals Agreement.

· Extending the employment of Paula George as Substitute Head Cook, Blossburg Schools, through April 9, 2010.

· Employing Charlene Rutt as Part-Time Cafeteria Employee, Mansfield High School, retroactively to December 15, 2009.  Ms. Rutt will be employed at an hourly rate of $7.25 as defined by the Conditions of Employment for Hourly Employees.

· A request from Rachael Schonher, Paraprofessional for Learning Support, Mansfield High School, for an uncompensated leave for an emergency from January 7 - 15, 2010, and for education from January 18 - May 7, 2010.

· A request from Tammy Faulkner, Part-Time Cafeteria Employee, Warren L. Miller Elementary School, for an uncompensated leave for medical from December 1, 2009, through February 5, 2010.

· Adding the following persons to the 2009/2010 Substitute Employees List:

· Craig Dickey, Social Studies Teacher, retroactively to December 22, 2009

· Alissa Johnston, Elementary/Early Childhood Teacher, retroactively to December 22, 2009

· Christopher Cummings, Emergency Certified Teacher, retroactively to December 22, 2009

· Kelly Wood, Health & Phys. Ed. Teacher and Secretary, effective January 7, 2010
On motion of Mrs. Schwab and second of Mr. Kollar the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the recommendations.

The Administration recommended approval of the following:
· Entering into a student activities supplemental contract with Victor June as Assistant Wrestling Coach at Liberty High School for the 2009/2010 school year in the amount of $3,030, pending receipt of clearances.
· Sam Kreger as volunteer for the North Penn High School basketball program for the 2009/2010 school year.
On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mr. Crossen the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the recommendations.

The Administration recommended approval of the following:

· Permission to advertise that a Proposed Preliminary Budget for 2010/2011 is available for public inspection, give public notice of the Board’s intent to adopt a Proposed Preliminary Budget on February 8, 2010, and request approval from the Pennsylvania Department of Education for appropriate referendum exceptions (EXH 4.3.1).
· Permission to solicit bids and proposals to provide supplies, equipment, and services for the 2010/2011 fiscal year.

On motion of Mr. Kollar and second of Mr. Osborne the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the recommendations.
The Administration recommended approval of the following: 
· Continuing to provide Teen Parent Advocate services to identified students in the 2009/2010 school year and approving Lizabeth Occhino as volunteer Teen Parent Advocate.
· Accepting the Science:  It’s Elementary Grant.

· First Reading of new and revisions to the following board policies:

         #601    Fiscal Objectives—Revision
         #602    Budget Planning—Revision
         #603    Budget Preparation—Revision
         #604    Budget Adoption—Revision
         #605    Tax Levy—Revision
         #606    Tax Collection—Revision
         #606.1 Tax Collector Exoneration—Elimination
         #607    Tuition Income—Revision
         #608    Bank Accounts—Revision
         #609    Investment of District Funds—Revision
         #610    Purchases Subject to Bid/Quotation—Revision
         #611    Purchases Budgeted—Revision
         #612    Purchases Not Budgeted—New
         #613    Cooperative Purchasing—Revision
         #614    Payroll Authorization—New
         #615    Payroll Deductions—Revision
         #616    Payment of Bills—Revision
         #617    Petty Cash—Revision
         #618    Special Purpose Funds—Revision
         #619    District Audit—Revision
         #621    Local Taxpayer Bill of Rights—Revision
         #622    GASB Statement 34—New
         #624    Taxable Fringe Benefits—New
         #626    Federal Fiscal Compliance—New
On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mrs. Jaquish the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the recommendation.

The Administration recommended accepting notification that Gerry Wilson and Tricia Hall are now in a partnership for the operation of Wilson Transport, Inc.

On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mr.Crossen the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the recommendation. 

The Administration recommended approval of the following:

· Entering into a supplemental contract with Patricia White as Head Teacher at Warren L. Miller Elementary School, effective January 11, 2010, through the end of the 2009/2010 school year in the amount of $2,698.92.

· Employing John Plank as Substitute Head Custodian at the Liberty Schools, effective January 11, 2010, through February 8, 2010.  Mr. Plank will be paid his regularly hourly rate plus $1.50/hour.

On motion of Mrs. Jaquish and second of Mr. Erway the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the recommendation.

The Administration recommended entering into a supplemental contract with Katherine Eglesia, Elementary Teacher at Warren L. Miller Elementary School, as mentor for Sabrina Bubeck, retroactively to January 4, 2010, through the end of the 2009/2010 school year in the amount of $767.35.
On motion of Mrs. Schwab and second of Mr. Crossen the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the recommendation. 

The Administration recommended approval of a request from Sandra Worden, Paraprofessional for a Student with Special Needs at Warren L. Miller Elementary School, for an uncompensated leave of absence from February 2 – 11, 2010, as per Board Policy 539.
On motion of Mrs. Schwab and second of Mr. Osborne the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the recommendation.

Board President Barbara Shull made the following announcements:

Board Work Sessions
Monday, February 1, 2010, at 6:30 PM, North Penn High School Auditorium
Monday, March 1, 2010, at 6:30 PM, North Penn High School Auditorium

Next Board Meetings
Monday, February 8, 2010, 6:30 PM, North Penn High School Auditorium
Monday, March 8, 2010, 6:30 PM, North Penn High School Auditorium

Special Board Meeting
Monday, January 18, 2010, at 6:30 PM, North Penn High School Auditorium

On motion of Mr. Crossen and second of Mr. Osborne the Board voted 8 to 0 to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted
_______________________________

Penny L. Crowell, Board Secretary
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