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SOUTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT

241 MAIN STREET

BLOSSBURG, PA 16912

MINUTES:  BOARD OF EDUCATION–July 15, 2009
The meeting of the Board of Education of the Southern Tioga School District was called to order by Board President, Barbara Shull, with the following members present: Ivan Erway, Roxanne Landis, Frank Kollar, Terry Osborne, and Susan Jaquish.

Also present were Messrs: Kalata, Rakoski, Jaquish, Lindner, Mrs. Drabick, Mrs. Freeman, Mrs. Crowell, Mrs. Kelly, Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Sargent, and interested teachers and citizens.
The Minutes of the meeting held on June 8, 2009 were read by the Board.  On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mr. Osborne the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the minutes, as presented. 
The Financial Summary was presented.  The report also included statements regarding the General Fund, Student Activity Funds, Student Athletic Funds, and Scholarship Funds.  On motion of Mr. Kollar and second of Mrs. Jaquish the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the Financial Summary as presented.  (EXHIBIT)

The Board studied the Bill List for the General Fund.  On motion of Mr. Erway and second of Mr. Kollar the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the bill list as presented. (EXHIBIT)

The Board studied the Bill List for Capital Projects Fund.  On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mrs. Landis the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the bill list as presented. (EXHIBIT)
The Board studied the Bill List for WLM Fire Restoration Fund.  On motion of Mrs. Jaquish and second of Mr. Kollar the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the bill list as presented.  (EXHIBIT)

Mr. Rakoski presented the food service report.  On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mr. Kollar the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the Food Service Report as presented.  (EXHIBIT)
On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mr. Erway the board voted 6 to 0 to accept the 

resignation of Laura Abel, Special Education teacher and Jamie Sweitzer, English teacher, Mansfield Jr. Sr. High School.
On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mrs. Jaquish the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the Facility Use Permits as amended. (EXHIBIT)
On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mr. Erway the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the Field Trip and Conference Requests as presented.  (EXHIBIT)
Mr. Rakoski reported for the administration and presented; 
· An update on the state budget  
· Results of an auction of surplus district equipment, and 

· Notified that the Liberty Schools have been connected to the LAMA system

Mr. Kalata presented a detailed report on the status of proposed building upgrades to the Blossburg Schools.  He included a proposal from the Pennsylvania Economy League to conduct a demographic study of the district.  
Robert Blair, Tioga County Development Corporation, presented information on preferential tax abatement activities in the county and encouraged the Board to consider passing a similar resolution.

Kathy Schmouder, Liberty, informed the Board of the Community Schools ribbon project begun to express support for local schools. 

Kate Chabala, Mansfield, acknowledged the ribbon project and encouraged the board to publicize renovation options.

Dorothy Norman, Liberty, commented on past consolidation efforts.

Sally Knipe, Liberty, commented on the proposed demographic study.

 The Administration recommended Board approval of the following:
Employ Laura Perry, as Business Manager for the District, effective October 1, 2009.  Ms. Perry will be employed as an Executive Administrator at an annual salary of $73,000, plus benefits as defined by the Executive Administrator’s Compensation Plan and 90 days of sick leave transferred.

Employ Caitlin Tierney as English teacher at North Penn Jr. Sr. High School, effective August 19, 2009.  Ms. Tierney will be employed as a Temporary Professional Employee at Master’s Step 1, $40,145, plus benefits as defined by the STEA/STSD Agreement.

Employ Jessica Darrow as Science teacher at Mansfield Jr. Sr. High School, effective August 19, 2009.  Ms. Darrow will be employed as a Temporary Professional Employee at Master’s Step 1, $40,145, plus benefits as defined by

the STEA/STSD Agreement.

Employ Nicole Cummings as Family & Consumer Sciences teacher at Mansfield Jr. Sr. High School, effective August 19, 2009.  Ms. Cummings will be employed as a Temporary Professional Employee at Bachelor’s Step 1, $38,645, plus benefits as defined by the STEA/STSD Agreement.
Employ Christopher Dauber as Elementary teacher at Liberty Elementary School, effective August 19, 2009, pending receipt of current clearances.  Mr. Dauber will be employed as a Temporary Employee at Bachelor’s Step 1, $38,645, plus benefits as defined by the STEA/STSD Agreement.

Employ Erin Route as Elementary teacher at Blossburg Elementary School, effective August 19, 2009, pending receipt of current clearances.  Ms. Route will be employed as a Temporary Professional Employee at Bachelor’s Step 1, $38,645, plus benefits as defined by the STEA/STSD Agreement. 

Employ Amy Smith as Secretary to the Principal at Mansfield Jr. Sr. High School.  Ms. Smith will be employed at an annual salary of $21,000 plus benefits as defined by the Classified Employees Conditions of Employment. 

Enter into supplemental contracts with the following individuals for the 2009 Summer School Program:

· Laura Thomas, Co-Social Studies Teacher, for $1,000/class
· Debbie Bowen, Co-Social Studies Teacher, for $250/class 

· Belinda Barnes, English Teacher, for $1,250/class

Enter into supplemental contracts with the following individuals for the 2009 Extended School Year special education program from June 16 through August 13, 2009. 

· Adlain Milheim, ESY Teacher, up to 30 hours 

· Julie Betts, ESY Teacher, up to 30 hours  

· Debra Coates, ESY Paraprofessional, up to 12 hours/week  
Enter into supplemental contracts with the following individuals retroactively for the 2008/2009 school year:

· Erin Litzelman, Co-Freshmen Class Advisor at Liberty Jr. Sr. High School, for $471.50

· Molly Wall, Co-Freshmen Class Advisor at Liberty Jr. Sr. High School, for $471.50

Employ Randy Boyden as Substitute District Maintenance, effective July 6, 2009, for approximately 10 weeks.  Mr. Boyden will be employed at his hourly rate plus $1.50 an hour in accordance with the CWA Agreement.

Employ John Plank as Substitute Head Custodian of the Liberty Schools, effective July 6, 2009, for approximately 10 weeks.  Mr. Plank will be employed at his hourly rate plus $1.50 an hour in accordance with the CWA Agreement.

On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mrs. Jaquish the Board voted 5-1, by roll call, with Mr. Kollar dissenting, to approve the above recommendations.   
The Administration recommended Board approval of the following:

The Audit Response and Corrective Action Plan for years 2004/05 and 2005/06 (EXHIBIT).
The submission of Plancon Part K – W. L. Miller Elementary Project Refinancing to the Department of Education. 

On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mr. Erway the Board voted 6-0, to approve the above recommendations.

The Administration recommended Board approval of the following:

Enter into a Pre-K Counts Program Grant Agreement Amendment providing more flexibility in implementing the grant.

Enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with Bradford-Tioga Head Start to assure a continuum of quality of services for young children and families through collaboration and coordination of programs.

Enter into a Letter of Agreement with the County of Tioga for liaison services in support of the District’s Student Assistance Program Core Teams.

Adopt McDougal Littell’s Math Thematics, a middle grades integrated mathematics textbook series for 6th, 7th, and 8th grades.

On motion of Mr. Kollar and second of Mrs. Jaquish the Board voted 6-0, to approve the above recommendations.
The Administration recommended Board approval to enter into contracts for advisors and coaches for the 2009/10 school year. On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mrs. Jaquish the Board voted 6-0, by roll call, to approve the recommendation. (EXHIBIT)
The Administration recommended Board approval to accept the Extracurricular Pupil Transportation proposals for the 2009/10 school year.  On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mr. Kollar the Board voted 6-0, by roll call, to approve the recommendation. (EXHIBIT)
The Administration recommended Board approval of the following:

Transfer Alice Rachiele, Special Education teacher at Mansfield Jr. Sr. High School, to English teacher at Mansfield Jr. Sr. High School, effective with the 2009/10 school year.

Employ June Putnam to provide secretarial training and consultation in the area of food service and substitute calling as needed during the 2009/10 school year at a daily rate of $177.56, up to 10 days. 
Amend the Hourly Employees Conditions of Employment by increasing all wages set at $7.15 an hour to $7.25 an hour effective July 24, 2009, to meet the recently revised Federal Minimum Wage Law.

On motion of Mr. Erway and second of Mrs. Landis the Board voted 6 to 0, by roll call, to approve the above recommendations.

The Administration recommended Board approval of the following individuals as volunteers for the 2009/10 school year:

· John Lowe, Wrestling, Liberty Jr. Sr. High School
· Brett Upham, Soccer and Basketball, Liberty Jr. Sr. High School

· Sean Bartlett, Girls Soccer, Mansfield Jr. Sr. High School

· Rosanne Dibble, Volleyball, Mansfield Jr. Sr. High School

On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mr. Kollar the Board voted 6 to 0, to approve the above recommendations.
Board President Barbara Shull made the following announcements:


Next Board Meeting (s)

Monday, August 10, 2009, at 6:30 P.M.


Liberty Jr. Sr. High School Auditorium, Liberty

Tuesday, September 14, 2009, at 6:30 P.M.


Liberty Jr. Sr. High School Auditorium, Liberty


Board Work Session(s)


Monday, August 3, 2009, at 6:30 P.M.

North Penn Jr. Sr. High School Auditorium, Blossburg

Tuesday, September 8, 2009, at 6:30 P.M.

North Penn Jr. Sr. High School Auditorium, Blossburg


Executive Sessions(s)


Monday, July 15, 2009, at 5:00 P.M., following Board meeting

Liberty Jr. Sr. High School (room to be determined) 

RE:  Employee, Labor

Negotiations


Wednesday, July 29, 2009, at 4:30 P.M.


North Penn Jr. Sr. High School Library


RE:  Labor
On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mrs. Jaquish the Board voted 6-0 to adjourn the meeting.
Respectfully Submitted
_______________________________

James J. Rakoski, Board Secretary
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