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SOUTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT

Boyanowski Administration Building

241 MAIN STREET, BLOSSBURG, PA 16912

Pending Board Approval-7/11/11
MINUTES:  June 27, 2011
The meeting of the Board of Education of the Southern Tioga School District was called to order by Board President Barbara Shull with the following members also present:  Dan Berguson, Frank Kollar, Ivan Erway, Stephen Hall, Gloria Schwab, Kyle Lefelhoc, and Roxanne Landis.  Susan Jaquish was absent.
Also present were Mr. Yarger, Ms. Crowell, Ms. Perry, Mr. Rotella, Dr. Kelly, Mr. David, Dr. Drabick, and interested staff and citizens.
Ms. Shull announced the 2010/11 Teachers of the Year and presented each with a recognition certificate:  Karen Strange, Elementary Teacher of the Year; Rob Kathcart, Secondary Teacher of the Year.
The Minutes of the regular Board meeting held on May 25, 2011, were read by the Board.  On motion of Ms. Landis and second of Ms. Schwab the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the minutes.

The Treasure’s Report was reviewed by Ms. Perry.  Mr. Kollar requested that Student Activities Reports be standardized across all schools.  On motion of Mr. Kollar and second of Mr. Berguson the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the report.

The General Fund Bill List was reviewed by the Board.  On motion of Mr. Hall and second of Mr. Kollar the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the bill list.

The Capital Project Bill List was reviewed by the Board.  On motion of Ms. Schwab and second of

Mr. Berguson the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the bill list.

The Food Service Report was reviewed by the Board.  On motion of Ms. Landis and second of

Mr. Erway the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the bill list.

The following correspondence items were read by the Board: 
· A letter from Kelly Black, Cashier at Liberty Elementary School and Head Cashier for the District, informing the Board of her resignation effective June 9, 2011.
· A letter from Theodore Miller, District Maintenance, informing the Board of his resignation effective July 7, 2011.
· A letter from Ryan Dinger, Student Summer Custodian, resigning his position retroactive to
May 20, 2011.

On motion of Mr. Berguson and second of Ms. Schwab the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the correspondence as presented.

Administrative Report – Mr. Yarger reported as follows:
· Thanked Mr. Hall for agreeing to serve on the IU 17 Board.
· A visit to Selinsgrove is planned for July 13th to see a green roof.  Any board members interested are welcome to attend.

· An Athletic Committee Meeting was held June 27th, with the following update:
All head coaches for fall sports have been recommended, summer transportation for practices has been planned, Liberty High School softball field improvements are being considered, the next meetings are scheduled for July 13th and 14th.
Citizen Recognition
· Sean Bartlett, Richmond Township resident, encouraged citizen involvement in school district matters and requested that exhibits from board agendas be posted on the district web page.  He also supported the lunch cost increases and requested that funding opportunities for cyberschools and rental facilities be pursued.
Action Items
The Administration recommended approval of the following Student Activities items:

· Supplemental contracts for coaches and advisors in the 2011/12 school year as Exhibited.
· Erin Hillson, Jr. High Girls Basketball Coach, Mansfield High School, retroactively for the 2010/11 school year in the amount of $1,675.
On motion of Ms. Schwab and second of Ms. Landis, the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the recommendation.

The Administration recommended approval of the following Budget items:

· The 2011/2012 General Fund Budget in the amount of $ 25,687,405 (EXHIBIT)
· Levying of Taxes:
· Real Estate Tax 14.0698 mills for Lycoming County and 14.2446 mills for Tioga county, effective July 1, 2011
· Earned Income Tax of 1.2% effective on earned income for the tax year beginning January 1, 2012

· .5% Real Estate Transfer Tax on all real estate transactions effective July 1, 2011

· The 2011/12 Capital Project Budget in the amount of $69,782 (EXHIBIT)
· A Homestead/Farmstead Resolution for the purpose of reducing school district property tax (EXHIBIT)
· A Real Property Tax Installment Resolution, providing an option for taxpayers to pay 2011 taxes in installments (EXHIBIT)
· Renewing District property, general liability, auto, boiler & machinery, educator’s legal liability, and excess liability insurances with Gannon Associates for the period July 1, 2011, to July 1, 2012 (EXHIBIT)
· 2011/12 art, general and custodial supplies bids (EXHIBIT)
· Granting permission to the Administration to make any and all necessary budgetary transfers and transfers between funds for the 2011/12 school year, in accordance with the PA Public School Code and PA Department of Education regulations.

· Entering into a Consultant Agreement with Soldiers + Sailors Memorial Hospital for physical and occupational therapy services for the 2011/12 school year (EXHIBIT)

Ms. Perry reported on the status of the State budget, which had not been approved as of the board meeting date, and recommended that the Board vote on the budget at this meeting since additional information on the State budget is not expected prior to the budget adoption deadline of June 30, 2011.

On motion of Mr. Berguson and second of Mr. Kollar, the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the recommendation.
The Administration recommended approval to increase the school meal prices as follows, starting with the 2011/12 school year: 
                                                                         Amount of Increase                 Price Effective July 1, 2011

Breakfast – Elementary
25¢
$1.25


Breakfast – Secondary
25¢
$1.25


Breakfast – Adult
25¢
$1.65


Lunch – Elementary
10¢
$2.00


Lunch – Secondary
15¢
$2.25


Lunch – Adult
20¢
$3.50

On motion of Ms. Landis and second of Mr. Erway, the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the recommendation.

The Administration recommended approval of the 2011/12 Getting Results Continuous Improvement Plans for North Penn Jr. Sr. High School to improve graduation rate and for
W. L. Miller Elementary School to improve Reading AYP for the IEP group.  Mr. Yarger reviewed the Plans.  On motion of Ms. Schwab and second of Mr. Hall, the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the recommendation.

The Administration recommended approval of the following Buildings and Grounds items:
· Extinguishment of Use of the one story portion of the cafeteria building and the maintenance building located in Covington and relinquishes said use and occupancy to the Township of Putnam (EXHIBIT).
· Approval of PDE-3074(a) for Non-Reimbursable Construction Project for asbestos abatement/removal at the North Penn High and Blossburg Elementary Schools (EXHIBIT).
· Provide notice of intent to award a contract for asbestos abatement to the responsible low bidder at North Penn High and Blossburg Elementary Schools contingent upon administration and architect’s review and approval.
Ms. Shull inquired about the bids that were received.  Ms. Perry reviewed the bidders’ names and bid amounts.  The architect is in the process of reviewing the bids and verifying that they meet the requirements specified.  


On motion of Mr. Erway and second of Mr. Kollar, the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the recommendation.

The Administration recommended approval of the Penn State University Marcellus Shale Family Project Team’s request to conduct a survey of the families of 7th grade students as per Board Policy 235, Student Rights/Surveys.

On motion of Ms. Landis and second of Mr. Erway, the Board revised the motion to include the requirement that the Family Project provide pre-addressed/stamped envelopes for the district and the district will affix the addresses and send out the surveys.  On motion of Ms. Schwab and second of Mr. Hall, the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the recommendation.

At the request of Ms. Shull, the Board recessed to EXECUTIVE SESSION, RE: Attorney.
Citizen Recognition
· William Swingle, Summer School Program Coordinator, inquired about the contract dollar amount for summer school teachers.  Ms. Crowell responded that the amount has changed since the advertisement due to the teacher’s pay freeze agreement.
· Laurel Smith, North Penn High School Teacher, asked if there are any intentions to reverse the furloughs or change the paraprofessional reductions if the state approves additional dollars for school districts.  Mr. Lantz responded that there are none.
· Jason Chimics, Mansfield High School Teacher, commented on the recommendation for principal transfers, stating that North Penn High School obviously has a good program as does Mansfield High School.  Why make the changes with all of the upheaval this year, why not build on what we already have.
· Joan Schneider, Mansfield High School Teacher, asked the Board to keep Dr. Drabick at Mansfield High School since she has been a great leader and motivator; and the students need some stability.
· Carolyn Wilston, Mainesburg Resident and Parent, shared that she has been extremely happy with Dr. Drabick’s performance and requested that the Board keep her at Mansfield High School.
· John Horning, Mansfield Resident and former Dean of Students, expressed concern with so many other staff changes and transfers, why would the Board change leaders as well.
· Julie Betts, District Teacher and Mansfield Resident, expressed concern about principal changes only three or four months after the new superintendent started.
The Administration recommended approval of the following Personnel items:
· Granting tenure and entering into Professional Employee Contracts with the following professional employees:

· Melissa Bubb, Family & Consumer Sciences Teacher, Liberty High School

· Holly Stevens, Guidance Counselor, Liberty High School

· Derreck Godin, English Teacher, Mansfield High School

· Bobbi VanDruff, English Teacher, Mansfield High School

· Sarah Balduino, School Psychologist, Liberty and Blossburg Schools

· Jillianne Mattern, Elementary Teacher, W. L. Miller Elementary School

· Whitney Weaver, English Teacher, North Penn High School

· Krista Roman, Spanish Teacher, North Penn High School

· Employing Devan Day, Secretary to the Principal, W. L. Miller Elementary School, retroactive to June 16, 2011.  Ms. Day will be employed at an annual salary of $21,000 plus benefits as defined by the Conditions of Employment for Classified Employees.
· Employing Wanda Rumsey, Secretary to the Director of Food Services, retroactive to June 21, 2011, contingent upon receipt of current clearances.  Ms. Rumsey will be employed at $12.00 per hour as defined by the Conditions of Employment for Hourly Employees.

· Employing Rachelle Hunt, Part-time Server, North Penn High School, effective August 19, 2011.  Ms. Hunter will be employed at $7.25 per hour as defined by the Conditions of Employment for Hourly Employees.
· Employing the following as student custodians at an hourly rate of $7.25 per hour for the Summer of 2011.

· Zach Martz, Liberty schools

· William MacGaffick, Liberty schools

· Samuel Rotella, III, Mansfield High School

· Marquis “Petey” Delgado, Mansfield High School

· Taylor Carney, W. L. Miller Elementary School

· Emmanuel Leyva, W. L. Miller Elementary School

· Adding the following persons to the day-to-day substitute employees list for the 2010/11 school year:

· Michelle McNett, Health & Physical Education Teacher, retroactive to 5/26/11

· Timothy Hobbs, Elementary Education Teacher, retroactive to 5/26/11

· Ashley Tillotson, Elementary Education Teacher, retroactive to 5/26/11

· Annette Dutchess, Custodian, retroactive to June 10, 2011

· Entering into supplemental contracts with the following persons for the 2011 Summer School Program from June 17 through July 22, 2011:

· Francis Novak, Science and Math Teacher - $1,352/class

· Caitlin Tierney, English Teacher - $1,352/class

· Joe Williams, Social Studies Teacher - $1,352/class

· Catherine Bogaczyk, Paraprofessional - $1,000

· Chris Olson, Substitute Teacher

· Laura Thomas, Substitute Teacher

· Employing the following persons to work in the 2011 Extended School Year program from
June 20 through August 19, 2011:

· Adlain Milheim, ESY Teacher, for up to 40 hours at $40.18/hour

· Debra Coates, Paraprofessional for a Student w/Special Needs, for up to 6 hours/day at $11.62/hour

· Sandra Worden, Paraprofessional for a Student w/Special Needs, for up to 6 hours/day at $11.62/hour

· Entering into supplemental contracts with the following persons to conduct Kindercamp activities, retroactively to June 14, 15 and 16, in the amount of $600 each.

· Sonja Yeager, Liberty Elementary School

· Natalie Hetzel, Blossburg Elementary School

· Erin Route, Blossburg Elementary School

· Jillianne Mattern, W. L. Miller Elementary School

· Becki Dizon, W. L. Miller Elementary School

· Krista Davis, W. L. Miller Elementary School

· A job description for Paraprofessionals for Students with Special Needs (EXHIBIT).
· Renewal of the worker’s compensation insurance policy with PMA for the period July 1, 2011, through July 1, 2012 (EXHIBIT).

On motion of Ms. Landis and second of Mr. Hall, the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the recommendation.

The Administration recommended the following Staffing Recommendations for the 2011/12 school year:

· Accepting the PA Department of Education letter approving the District’s request to alter or curtail the educational program, specifically to alter the Mansfield High School Dean of Students position and to curtail the secondary guidance/social intervention program (EXHIBIT).
· Furloughing Jessica White, English Teacher, effective June 30, 2011.

· Furloughing Holly Stevens, Secondary Guidance Counselor, effective June 30, 2011.

· 
Furloughing Meghan Graham, Paraprofessional for a Student with Special Needs, effective June 27, 2011.

· 
Reducing the daily work hours of the following paraprofessionals by 1 hour per day effective June 30, 2011,
and transferring certain paraprofessionals as follows:

· Judy Sherman, Paraprofessional for Learning Support, Blossburg Elementary School

· Martha McCormick, Paraprofessional for Library, Blossburg Elementary and North Penn High Schools

· Mary Schmelzle, Paraprofessional for Learning Support/Library, Liberty High School

· Norma Martin, Paraprofessional for Learning Support, Mansfield High School

· Linda Sylor, Paraprofessional for a Student w/Special Needs, Mansfield High School

· Molly Wall, Paraprofessional for a Student w/Special Needs, Liberty Elementary School

· Julie Wilson, Paraprofessional for a Student w/Special Needs, North Penn High School

· Patricia Cummings, Paraprofessional for a Student w/Special Needs, Mansfield High School

· Nancy Nance, Paraprofessional for a Student w/Special Needs, Mansfield High School

· Doreen Mase, Paraprofessional for a Student w/Special Needs, W. L. Miller Elementary School

· Rosanne Dibble, Paraprofessional for a Student w/Special Needs, W. L. Miller Elementary School

· Diane Vance, Paraprofessional for a Student w/Special Needs, W. L. Miller Elementary School, and transfer Ms. Vance to Paraprofessional for Special Education at W. L. Miller Elementary School

· Melinda Tice, Paraprofessional for a Student w/Special Needs, W. L. Miller Elementary School

· Stacey Burd, Paraprofessional for a Student w/Special Needs, W. L. Miller Elementary School

· Rikki Schmelzle, Paraprofessional for a Student w/Special Needs, W. L. Miller Elementary School

· Nancy Sargent, Paraprofessional for a Student w/Special Needs, Liberty Elementary School, and transfer Ms. Sargent to Liberty High School

· Valerie Lovett, Paraprofessional for Learning Support, Liberty High School, and transfer
Ms. Lovett to Paraprofessional for Learning Support/Student w/Special Needs, Liberty High School

· Sheila Bogaczyk, Paraprofessional for a Student w/Special Needs, Liberty High School, and transfer Ms. Bogaczyk to W. L Miller Elementary School

· Judy Sikorski, Paraprofessional for Literacy, W. L. Miller Elementary School, and change title of position to Paraprofessional for Literacy/Learning Support

· Transferring the following paraprofessionals effective June 30, 2011:

· Cheryl Burleigh, Paraprofessional for a Student w/Special Needs, W. L. Miller Elementary School, transfer to Mansfield High School

· Deborah Murphy, Paraprofessional for Literacy, W. L. Miller Elementary School, transfer to Paraprofessional for a Student w/Special Needs, W. L. Miller Elementary School

· Cindy Crist, Paraprofessional for Literacy, Liberty Elementary School, transfer to Paraprofessional for a Student w/Special Needs, Liberty Elementary School

· Catherine Bogaczyk, Paraprofessional for Literacy, Blossburg Elementary School, transfer to Paraprofessional for a Student w/Special Needs, Liberty High School

· Lois McMullen, Paraprofessional for Learning Support, W. L. Miller Elementary School, transfer to Paraprofessional for a Student w/Special Needs, W. L. Miller Elementary School

· Lori Douglass, Paraprofessional for Computer Support, transfer from Liberty Elementary School to Liberty Elementary and Liberty High Schools

· Mary Richart, Paraprofessional for Computer Support, transfer from Blossburg Elementary School to Blossburg Elementary and North Penn High Schools

· Nancy Vandergrift, Paraprofessional for Computer Support, transfer from North Penn High School to W. L. Miller Elementary and Mansfield High Schools
· Transferring the following professional staff effective July 1, 2011

· Mary Hohman, School Nurse, Blossburg and Liberty Schools, transfer to Mansfield High and
W. L. Miller Elementary Schools

· Amanda Capone, Secondary Guidance Counselor, Mansfield High School, transfer to Liberty High School

· Janet Shaw, Secondary Guidance Counselor/Social Intervention Counselor, transfer to Secondary Guidance Counselor, Mansfield High School

· Jason Hemling, Special Education Teacher, Mansfield High School, transfer to Life Skills Teacher, W. L. Miller Elementary School

· Hilary Travis, Elementary Teacher, Blossburg Elementary School, transfer to Special Education Teacher, Mansfield High School

· Melissa Loomis, Special Education Teacher, Blossburg Elementary School, transfer to North Penn High School

· Karen Strange, Elementary Teacher, Blossburg Elementary School, transfer to W. L. Miller Elementary School

· Rebeccah Richner, Elementary Teacher, Blossburg Elementary School, transfer to W. L. Miller Elementary School

· Shaun Wilson, Elementary Teacher, Liberty Elementary School, transfer to W. L. Miller Elementary School

· Ashley Mascho, Elementary Teacher, Liberty Elementary School, transfer to W. L. Miller Elementary School

· Laurie Piquero, Elementary Teacher, W. L. Miller Elementary School, transfer to Reading Teacher, Liberty and W. L. Miller Elementary Schools
On motion of Mr. Berguson and second of Mr. Kollar, the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the recommendation.

The Superintendent recommended the following Act 93 Transfers and Compensation Plan Revision:
· Transferring Dr. Albert Lindner, Principal, Blossburg and Liberty Elementary Schools, to Principal, North Penn High School, effective July 1, 2011.

· Transferring Dr. Denise Drabick, Principal, Mansfield High School, to Principal, Blossburg and Liberty Elementary Schools, effective July 1, 2011.

· Transferring Mr. P. William David, Principal, North Penn High School, to Principal, Mansfield High School, effective July 1, 2011.

· Revising the Act 93 Compensation Plan by changing the effective date for use of vacation days in the period in which they are earned from July 1, 2011, to July 1, 2012, and changing the effective date when unused vacation days in excess of 15 will be transferred to sick days from June 30, 2012, to June 30, 2013.

On motion of Ms. Landis and second of Mr. Berguson, the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the recommendation.

The Administration recommended entering into a Memorandum of Understanding with the
Southern Tioga Education Support Professionals Association to move the promotion increase for an employee who is promoted from custodian or head custodian to maintenance from $1.50 to $3.00/hour, as per the exhibited MOU (EXHIBIT).  On motion of Ms. Schwab and second of Mr. Kollar, the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the recommendation.

Ms. Shull made the following announcements:

Board Work Session(s)

· Monday, August 1, 2011, 6:30 PM, North Penn High School Library

Next Board Meeting(s)

· Monday, July 11, 2011, 6:30 PM, Mansfield High School Library
· Monday, August 8, 2011, 6:30 PM, North Penn High School Auditorium
Executive Session(s)

· Wednesday, August 3, 2011, 2:00 PM, RE:  Labor, Boyanowski Admin. Building

· Wednesday, August 31, 2011, 4:00 PM, RE:  Labor, Boyanowski Admin. Building

· Wednesday, September 14, 2011, 4:00 PM, RE:  Labor, Boyanowski Admin. Building

· Wednesday, September 28, 2011, 2:00 PM, RE:  Labor, Boyanowski Admin. Building
Mr. Kollar asked Mr. Yarger to look into the V-Link cyber program through IU 17.  If utilized, students may be claimed for state reimbursement unlike cyber charter schools.
On motion of Ms. Schwab second of Mr. Hall the Board voted 8 to 0 to adjourn the meeting.

Approved as read July 11, 2011.

Respectfully Submitted

___________________________
Penny L. Crowell, Board Secretary
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