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SOUTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT

Boyanowski Administration Building

241 MAIN STREET, BLOSSBURG, PA 16912

MINUTES:  BOARD OF EDUCATION–March 8, 2010
The meeting of the Board of Education of the Southern Tioga School District was called to order by Board President Barbara Shull with the following members also present: Ivan Erway,
Roxanne Landis, Dan Berguson, Terry Osborne, and Susan Jaquish.
The following administrators were in attendance:  Mr. Kalata, Mrs. Perry, Mrs. Crowell,
Mr. Rotella, Mr. Jaquish, Dr. Drabick, Dr. Lindner, Mr. David, Dr. Freeman, Dr. Kelly, Mrs. Sick and interested teachers and citizens.
The Minutes of the meetings held on February 8, 2010, were reviewed by the Board.  On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mr. Osborne the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the minutes as presented.
The Treasurer’s Report was presented by Mrs. Perry, including statements regarding the General Fund, Student Activities Funds, Student Athletic Funds, Scholarship Funds, Construction Fund, Capital Reserve Fund and Bank Note Series. On motion of Mr. Berguson and second of
Mr. Osborne the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the treasurer’s report as presented (EXHIBIT).
The Board studied the Bill List of the General Fund.  On motion of Mr. Erway and second of
Mr. Berguson the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the bill list as presented (EXHIBIT).
The Food Service Report was presented by Mrs. Perry.  On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mrs. Landis the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the food service report as presented (EXHIBIT).
The following correspondence was read by the Board:

· John Horning, Dean of Students, Mansfield High School, informed the Board of his retirement effective at the end of the 2009/10 school year.

· Donnalea VanPelt Jacoby, Social Studies Teacher, Mansfield High School, informed the Board of her retirement effective at the end of the 2009/10 school year.

· Jeanette Carey, Head Cook, Blossburg Schools, informed the Board of her retirement effective at the end of the 2009/10 school year.

· Ruth Payne, Secretary to the Principal, North Penn High School informed the Board of her retirement effective June 18, 2010.

On motion of Mrs. Jaquish and second of Mr. Erway the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the correspondence.  Mr. Kalata recognized Mrs. Payne and Mrs. Carey for their contributions to the District.
On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mrs. Landis the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the Building Use Permits as presented (EXHIBIT).
On motion of Mr. Berguson and second of Mr. Osborne the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the Field Trip and Conference Requests as presented (EXHIBIT).
Administrative Report

Mr. David presented a requested from the Blossburg Town Library to conduct a student library interest survey during school time with the purpose of increasing library participation.

Mrs. Perry commented on the 2010/11 PA Governor’s budget:  cyber charter school reimbursement may decrease, accountability block grant should remain status quo, EAP funding will be reduced by $6,800, basic education funding may increase $427,199.  Mr. Kalata commented that he hears the state budget will be good for education.  Administrators will learn more at upcoming state conferences.
Mr. Kalata announced the following Achievement Recognition Awards for schools that have made AYP in all categories for the past two years:

· Liberty High School, making AYP since 2002

· Liberty Elementary School, making AYP since 2002

· North Penn High School, showing a 60 – 70% increase in students receiving proficient or advanced on the PSSA’s

Citizen Recognition

· Thomas Fahsbender, Richmond Township resident, made comments regarding tax abatement and his concern for the small businesses.  He provided the board with his research on the matter.
· Tyler June, Liberty High School graduate, commented on the wrestling program and his interest in keeping a program at Liberty.  He stated that all the people he knows wants to keep wrestling at Liberty.  It is tradition, the last thing we have in a small school and a combined team would not increase participation.  Blossburg is too far to travel due to the cost of gas.  Ms. Shull replied that the Board is looking into the matter.
· Jim Bogaczyk, Blossburg Borough Council representative, stated that a representative from the Borough will be attending School Board meetings until the North Penn building project gets underway.  Mr. Kalata responded that the architect and financial advisor are working on the required PDE waiver and funding through Bonds of America.  When more information is available, the Administration will bring it to the Board.
· Deb Rausher, STEA President, thanked the following board members for participating in the Read Across America program and presented certificates to each from the NEA:  Joseph Kalata, Roxanne Landis and Barb Shull.
· Sam Knipe, Liberty resident, presented information on the elementary wrestling program.  He currently has 20 junior wrestlers and they are working on increasing participation that will help the high school program.  Senior high is where the numbers decrease.  Liberty has developed 12 state level wrestlers over the years.
· Victor June, Liberty resident, expressed his concern about a combined wrestling program.  Travel time would lead to fewer students being involved.  Both the Liberty and Mansfield elementary teams are building their program.  He requested that meeting be open when the issue is discussed.  Ms. Shull said that any meeting regarding this would be an open meeting and committee meetings are advertised.
Action Items

The Administration recommended approval of the following:
· Employment of Glenna Powell as Pre-Arranged Short-Term Substitute Elementary Literacy Coach, District-wide, retroactively to February 22, 2010, through May 7, 2010, at a daily rate of $120.00 as defined by the Substitute Professional Employees Conditions of Employment.
· Extending the employment of Lori Mitstifer, Pre-Arranged Short-Term Substitute Elementary Teacher, W. L. Miller Elementary School, through the end of the 2009/10 school year, at a daily rate of $120.00 as defined by the Substitute Professional Employees Conditions of Employment.

· Employing Caitrin McBride as Pre-Arranged Short-Term Substitute Elementary Teacher, W. L. Miller Elementary School, retroactively to March 3, 2010, through April 9, 2010, at a daily rate of $120.00 as defined by the Substitute Professional Employees Conditions of Employment.
· Entering into a supplemental contract with Debbie Dalton, Elementary Teacher, to serve as mentor for Shauna Reid retroactively to January 27, 2010, for the remainder of the 2009/10 school year in the amount of $633.25.
· Adding the following persons to the 2009/2010 Substitute Employees List:

· Jonathan Pennings, Emergency Certified Teacher, retroactively to March 3, 2010

· Nathan Strange, Social Studies Teacher, retroactively to March 3, 2010

· Ichiko Kreger, Elementary Teacher, retroactively to March 3, 2010

· Hsiao-Chi Hsu (Patricia Madigan), Paraprofessional, , retroactively to Decmeber 22, 2009

· Caitrin McBride, Elementary Teacher, retroactively to March 3, 2010

On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mrs. Jaquish the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the recommendations.

The Administration recommended approval of Winter game attendants for North Penn High School.  On motion of Mr. Berguson and second of Mr. Osborne the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the recommendations.

The Administration recommended approval of the BLaST IU #17 General Operations Budget for 2010/11 and the 2010/11 Referendum Exception submission for the Southern Tioga School District.  Mrs. Perry reviewed the referendum exceptions and explained that this would allow a tax increase.  On motion of Mr. Erway and second of Mrs. Landis the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the recommendations.

The Administration recommended approval of the following Long Range Planning items:

Second reading of the following Board Policies:
#100
Strategic Plan
New

#102
Academic Standards
New

#103
Nondiscrimination in School and Classroom Practices
Revision

#104
Nondiscrimination in Employment and Contract Practices
Revision

#105
Curriculum Development
Revision

#105.1
Curriculum Review by Parents/Guardians and Students
New

#105.2
Exemption from Instruction
New

#106
Guides for Planned Instruction
Revision

#107
Adoption of Planned Instruction
Revision

#108
Adoption of Textbooks
Revision

#109
Resource Materials
Revision

#109.1
Library Collection Development
Revision

#110
Instructional Supplies
New

#111
Lesson Plans
Revision

#112
Guidance Counseling
Revision

#113.2
Behavior Support
Revision 

#113.3
Surrogate Parents
Revision

#114
Gifted Education
Revision

#115
Vocational Technical Education
Revision

#116
Tutoring
New

#117
Homebound Instruction
Revision

#118
Independent Study
Revision

#121
Field Trips
Revision

#121.1
Foreign Studies Travel
Revision

#122
Extracurricular Activities
Revision

#123
Interscholastic Athletics
Revision

#124
Alternative Instruction Methods
New

#125
Adult Education
Revision

#127
Assessments
New

#132
Alternative Education Programs
Revision

#137
Home Education Programs
Revision

#137.1
Extracurricular Participation by Home Education Students
New

#138
Limited English Proficiency Program
Revision

#140
Charter Schools
New

#140.1
Extracurricular Participation by Cyber/Charter Students
New

#142
Migrant Students
New

#143
Standard for Persistently Dangerous Schools
New

#144
Standard for Victims of Violent Crimes
New

#146
Student Services
New

#707
Use of School Facilities
Revision

Entering into PA PreK Counts Formal Agreements for the 2009/10 and 2010/11 school years with the following organizations for the District to serve as fiscal and administrative agent for this state grant funded program.

· Mansfield Area Nursery School, Mansfield

· Stepping Stones Pre School, Mansfield

· Joyful Happenings Daycare, Mansfield

· Scott’s Early Learning Center, Mansfield

· Toddler University, Blossburg

· Covington Community Daycare, Covington

Providing homebound instruction to the following students for five hours per week:

· Liberty High School student retroactively to February 18, 2010, for four weeks.

· North Penn High School student retroactively to February 18, 2010, for four weeks.

· Mansfield High School student, continuing homebound instruction from February 23, 2010, for eight weeks.

On motion of Mrs. Jaquish and second of Mrs. Landis the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the Long Range Planning recommendations.
The Administration recommended entering into a supplemental contract with Amanda Davis as Blendedschools.net teacher for the second semester of the 2009/10 school year as both an elementary and a special education teacher in the amount of $2,000.  On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mrs. Jaquish the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the recommendations.

The Administration recommended entering into a supplemental contract with Jessica Darrow as Assistant Softball Coach at Mansfield High School for the 2009/10 school year in the amount of $2,241.  On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mr. Osborne the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the recommendation.
The Administration recommended providing homebound instruction to a Mansfield High School student retroactively to March 2, 2010, for five hours per week for approximately two weeks.  On motion of Mr. Berguson and second of Mr. Osborne the Board voted 6 to 0 to approve the recommendation.
Board President Barbara Shull made the following announcements:

Board Work Session(s)

Monday, April 5, 2010, at 6:30 PM, North Penn High School Library
Monday, May 3, 2010, at 6:30 PM, North Penn High School Library
Next Board Meeting(s) 

Monday, April 12, 2010, at 6:30 PM, North Penn High School Library

Monday, May 10, 2010, at 6:30 PM, Liberty High School Library
Mrs. Jaquish gave kudos to the Liberty High School play, stating that is was phenomenal and congratulated the students and parents.

Mr. Bogaczyk congratulated the Mansfield High School boy’s basketball team and Coach Kipper Burleigh for their district championship.
On motion of Mrs. Jaquish and second of Mr. Osborne the Board voted 6 to 0 to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted
_______________________________

Penny L. Crowell, Board Secretary
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