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Mr. Francis M. Jaquish

The cold temperatures and the shortening of the daylight hours tend to
get some people down. For me, though, it signals the upcoming hunting
seasons and the winter sports seasons at Liberty High School. Coach
Ron Harer is our returning head basketball coach this year for our boys. I say
returning because five years ago Coach Harer was the head coach of our Lady
Mounties team.

Coach Harer has been working with our young men, diligently getting them
ready for the upcoming season. Coach Harer recently told me that he has some
high hopes for the current squad, and that he will work diligently to build a solid
team. On December 20th we will have our first boy’s basketball game, home,
versus Cowanesque. I hope to see you here. The athletes really appreciate your
positive support.

In girls’ sports, Coach Robin Stetter will return this year as the head

basketball coach. Coach Stetter, along with her assistant coach, Mike Hill, offered
open gym time to LHS boys and girls throughout most of the summer and

into the 2011 — 2012 school year. A recent conversation with Coach Stetter
indicates that she has some high expectations for the girls this year.

Mark your calendars on November 29th for the first girl’s basketball

scrimmage at LHS versus N.E. Bradford. I hope to see you here.

I am sure you are well aware that last year marked the first year that Liberty,
Mansfield, and North Penn united to form a top of the line wrestling team. The
team is based at NPHS and is named the Panthers. But make no mistake; many
of those wrestlers on the mat will be Liberty students. Last year’s season was one
for the books, and I expect much more this year. I for one am looking forward to
a great wrestling season.

Academically, we are approaching the halfway point through the second nine
weeks. This semester ends on January 20th, so please encourage your children to
keep up with their work, study hard, and do well on their tests. With the holidays,
this nine weeks seems to go very quickly, and we don’t want anyone to fall
behind.
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Some major career and college
planning activities have been
completed this past month:

®  Two-thirds of the junior class
attended the Penn College Career Day.
They learned about different jobs in
the health, automotive, construction,
and environmental fields through
hands-on experiences like taking blood
pressures and operating heavy
equipment.

® 23 sophomores and juniors took
the PSAT which is a practice test for
the SAT, a college entrance exam.
Scores will be ready in December.

®  Many of our seniors took the ACT
and SAT to begin finalizing their
college applications.

Several representatives from various
colleges have visited Liberty High
School to meet with our juniors and
seniors. The representatives came
from Mansfield University, Penn
College, Corning Community College,
Newport Business Institute, Lycoming
College, Lock Haven University and
Delaware Valley College.

The first marking period has
ended. If you are concerned about
your child’s grades, please contact
their mentor or the guidance counselor.
Parents can log on to E-School Books
to track their child’s grades. If you
need a log-in or password, please
contact Mrs. Horner.

Senior Meetings
The second round of senior meetings is
complete for those who are still
working on their post-secondary plans.
Many who plan to apply to college still
need to get those applications in! The
guidance counselor recommends
applying to three colleges: 1) your
dream school, 2) a school you like, and
3) a school you know you can get in to
as a back-up. Check the application
deadlines for the colleges that interest
you. If the school has rolling
admissions, please have applications
completed by November 30.
Get the most bang for your
buck by attending an in-state public
school. According to the Wall Street
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Guidance

Journal, it's the best value out there, in
terms of return on investment.
(Cited from educationplanner.org)

Scholarships

Scholarships are now coming in!
Please check the school’s website
regularly for updates:
southerntioga.org, Liberty High
School, Guidance Department,
Scholarships. Hard copies are also
available in the Student Resource
Room in the Guidance Office.

Some important upcoming events for
the Guidance Department are:
Making Your College Search Count:
November 17"

This presentation is provided free
through Monster.com for our juniors.
They will take a current look at college
selection and the application process.
Parents are invited to attend as well. It
will be held at Mansfield High School
at 9:00am in their auditorium.

College Knowledge Days: November
21,22,23

This will be the third year we have
held this event. Students of every age
will learn about the college process by
interviewing their homeroom teacher.
Completed interview questions will
then be entered into a drawing at the
end of each day to win prizes donated
by our local colleges and colleges in
the PASSHE system. Thank you to
Lock Haven, Bucknell, East
Stroudsburg, Edinboro, Indiana Uni-
versity of PA, Penn College, and Penn
State for their donations.

SATs: December 3™

If you registered for the December
SAT at Williamsport High School
please remember the following for test
day:

® Arrive by 7:45am

®  Bring several #2 pencils
(mechanical pencils are not allowed)

® Bring a College Board approved
calculator

®  Bring Photo ID (driver’s license,
passport, school ID if it has your name
on it, letter from your guidance
counselor)

Bring your admission ticket

You may register online at
collegeboard.com or stop by Guidance
to pick up a paper application.
ASVAB: December 6™ (DATE
CHANGE)

Liberty High School will be offering
the ASVAB to all juniors on Tuesday,
December 6, in the morning. The AS-
VARB is a Career Skills Inventory that
helps students recognize the skills they
have and how those skills relate to
future careers.

Progress Reports: December 13"
Progress reports will be posted on
E-School Books for the second
marking period. Please click on the
“grades” tab and then “progress
reports” to get your child’s latest
information. If you need a log-in or
password, please call Mrs. Horner. If
you do not have access to the internet,
please call the Guidance Office and we
will mail you hard copies.

FAFSA: January 1*

The Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) can be started
after January 1. This one application
will apply for federal and state grants
and loans for all accredited
post-secondary institutions. Parent tax
information from 2010 will be
necessary to complete the application.
Please visit fafsa.ed.gov after January
1, to begin or call the Guidance Office
for help.

Alumni Day: January 4"

This will be our 6™ Annual Alumni
Day. College freshmen from the Class
of 2011 will be invited back to meet
with our current seniors. They will
answer questions about their college
experience and offer valuable advice to
those planning to attend
post-secondary education.

If you have any questions or need help
with upcoming activities, please
contact the Guidance Office or e-mail
Ms. Capone at
acapone@southerntioga.org!




The English classes are
busy as the first nine
weeks close and the sec-
ond begins. The senior
English classes are finish-
ing up a unit on Chaucer’s
Canterbury Tales. Mrs.
Barnes class is trying their
hand at poetry while my
section is creating their
own self-directed re-
search projects.

The 11™ grade English
classes are finishing a
Reading/Writing Work-
shop, in which they chose
a book to read as well as
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Ennlish

to  complete two origi-
nal writing pieces. The
first writing is  con-
nected to our first unit that
looked at the concept of
freedom throughout
American history and lit-
erature, and the second is
a book review of their in-
dividual novels.

The students in the 9™
Grade Communications
classes are working on a
project in which they in-
terview a person, write a
biography and create a
multimedia presentation.
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They have recently fin-
ished up their interviews
and will write their biog-
raphies very soon.

The 9™ grade English
classes spent the first nine
weeks learning about
the elements of literature.
They are now applying
what they’ve learned to
determine the conventions
of the horror genre by
analyzing film clips and
reading short stories.

Student Council Students ot the Month

The senior high stu-
dent of the month for No-
vember is Lila Sharp.
Lila is the daughter of
Daniel and Robin Sharp.
Lila is in tenth grade, and

enjoys singing in chorus.
She is interested in horses
and someday studying
special needs. Her  fu-
ture plans are to go to a
bible college, start a dance

club, and hopefully get
married.

Kiwanis Student of the Month

The Kiwanis Stu-
dent of the Month for No-
vember is senior Melissa
Vollman. She is the
daughter of David and
Nancy Vollman. Melissa
is involved in Key Club,

FBLA, National Honor
Society, Battle of the
Books, Peer Helpers, and
SAR. She enjoys reading,
writing, watching movies,
and swimming. Melissa’s
future plans are to attend

Lycoming College major-
ing in English.



I received a notice about a past
student Liberty athlete:

Past Liberty graduate and soft-
ball player Lia Morone is at-
tending Macalester College.
She tried out and made the
softball squad as a sopho-
more. Macalester is a NCAA
division 3 team. Last season
Lia played in the Disney
World classic. She received a
national fast pitch coaches as-
sociation individual

award. Her team earned team
academic award for combined
GPA. Lia was named an
ALL-AMERICA SCHOLAR-
ATHLETE. She was one of
five players at Macalester who
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LETS PLAY

maintained a GPA of 3.50 or
higher. The coaches and play-
ers are proud of Lia.

Our boys soccer team quali-
fied for districts and played
Bloomsburg on Oct 27™. Our
boys played a good game but
came up short in a loss. For
the first year of combined
teams, our season went well.
Hopefully next year the team
will continue to jell as a team
and we will return to the play-
offs. The Jr. High soccer team
finished up their season at the
Williamson Tournament. We
are looking forward to next
year and improving the players
for the varsity squads.
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We are looking forward to the
winter season. Both the girls
and boys basketball squads are
looking to improve from last
year. The coaches have been
conditioning both squads and
they should be ready for the
start of the season, the ladies
in our Ryan Ostrom Tip-Off
tournament on Dec. 9 and Dec.
10, and the boys will start at
Canton on Dec 10. We have
two wrestlers on the varsity
squad and one on the Junior
High squad at this time. I am
told that another 3 or 4 stu-
dents want to get physical and
go out.

Family Consumer Science

The 2011-2012 school
year is off to a wonderful start
this year. The students in ad-
vanced foods and Foods |
made cookies for parent
teacher conferences as well
as tried their skills at soft pret-
zels and popovers during the
quick and yeast bread units.
The students also made Leah
Fritz’s recipe for zucchini
muffins. On November 18 the
students from both classes will
prepare their own
Thanksgiving Day feast. So,
until then, they will be prepar-
ing pumpkin rolls, pumpkin
pies, and a new healthy recipe
for pumpkin cupcakes.

With all the talk about cooking
I cannot leave out the boys of
7™ grade FCS. The boys did an
awesome job making pizzas,
cookies and other special
treats. They also tried their
hand at sewing pillows and did
a fantastic job. The 7" grade
girls are just starting the sec-
ond nine weeks with me and |
am sure they will also work
hard.

My other classes, while
they wish they were cooking,
are working hard at other pro-
jects. The career prep and
portfolio classes just finished
writing research papers on a
career of interest and will soon
be writing resumes to add to

their portfolios. Child
Development I students
are hard at work learning
about parenting.

Something extra spe-
cial is happening in my room
for the holidays. [ have a
class that is participating in a
special holiday community
service program. The class
will be making  Christmas
cards for some very special
community members at a local
nursing home. I am very proud
of all of my students for the
joy and hard work they give
me every day.



Mr. Munford’s 7 Grade
World Cultures classes
have been studying
Africa. The students
studied slavery and
designed a personal story
imagining they were
slaves. The students got a
glimpse of slavery in their
stories: My Life as a
Slave.

The 8" Grade class has
been studying the Native
Americans in
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History

The students learned
about William Penn and
his colony established for
the Quakers.

The US History II, 10"
graders have studied the
Reconstruction Era. They
learned how Abraham
Lincoln was also a great
President because of his
ability to forgive the
rebellious south at the end
of the Civil War. The
classes also studied the

Pennsylvania and early PA Wild West and researched

History as the Europeans

came to explore and settle.

LIBERTY HIGH
SCHOOL IS HOSTING
A BOOK FAIR!
LHS Book Fair Dates:
December 9-16, 2011

Dear Parents and Families:
Reading is one of the most
important skills we can teach.
Of all the skills students learn,
it is the one parents can
influence the most.

We invite you to visit our
Scholastic Book Fair and
experience a celebration of

the different kinds of
people who inhabited the

LLbyo Y

reading that provides families
the opportunity to get
involved in a universal
mission: encouraging students
to read every day, so they can
lead better lives.

Our Scholastic Book Fair is
part of a reading event that
brings to school a wonderful
selection of fun, engaging, and
affordable books students
want to read. Giving our
students access to good books
and the opportunity to choose
their own books will motivate
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frontier in the late 1800’s.
Key Club - The Liberty
High School Club helped
their parent organization,
the Blossburg Kiwanis
Club, with their annual
rose sale. The Blossburg
Kiwanis Club assisted the
Liberty Key Club with a
chicken barbeque that
raised money to help our
club volunteer with
community service and to
assist local charities
during Christmas time.

them to read more. And like
most acquired skills, the more
students practice reading, the
better they’ll get.

Reading is vital to success,
and it’s the door opener to the
21 century for all students.
Since there will never be a
substitute for a parent’s direct
involvement in his/her child’s
education, please make plans
to visit our Book Fair. Hope to
see you there!
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