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SOUTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT

241 MAIN STREET

BLOSSBURG, PA 16912

Pending Board Approval

MINUTES:  BOARD OF EDUCATION–October 12, 2009
The meeting of the Board of Education of the Southern Tioga School District was called to order by Board President, Barbara Shull, with the following members present: Ivan Erway, Roxanne Landis, Stuart Crossen, Dan Berguson, Frank Kollar, Terry Osbourne and Susan Jaquish.
Also present were Messrs: Kalata, Rakoski, David, Jaquish, Mrs. Kelly, Mrs. Miller,
Mrs. Drabick, Mrs. Sargent, Mrs. Freeman, Mrs. Perry and interested teachers and citizens.
The Minutes of the meetings held on September 14, 2009 were read by the Board. On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mr. Kollar the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the minutes, as presented.
The Financial Summary was presented.  The report also included statements regarding the General Fund, Student Activity Funds, Student Athletic Funds, and Scholarship Funds. On motion of Mr. Berguson and second of Mr.Osborne the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the Financial Summary as presented.  (EXHIBIT)

The Board studied the Bill List for the General Fund.  On motion of Mr. Crossen and second of Mr. Berguson the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the bill list as presented. (EXHIBIT)

The Board studied the Bill List for Capital Projects Fund.  On motion of Mr. Erway and second of Mr. Kollar the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the bill list as presented. (EXHIBIT)
The Board studied the bill list for the Warren L. Miller Fire Fund.  On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mr. Crossen the Board voted 8-0 to approve the bill list as presented. (EXHIBIT)

Mr. Rakoski presented the food service report.  On motion of Mr. Berguson and second of Mrs. Jaquish the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the Food Service Report as presented.  (EXHIBIT)
On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mr. Crossen the board voted 8-0 to accept the following:

· Retirement of Dr. Sharon Miller, Supervisor or Curriculum & Instruction.  Dr. Miller’s last day of work will be June 30, 2010.

· Retirement of Marna Wirth, 4th grade teacher at Liberty Elementary School.  Mrs. Wirth’s last day of work will be January 15, 2010.

· Retirement of Beverly Jones, Librarian at Liberty and North Penn High Schools, at the conclusion of the 90th day of instruction, 2009/2010 school year.
· Resignation of Nathan McNamara, basketball coach for North Penn High School.
· Resignation of Jason Jackson, assistant varsity wrestling coach at Liberty Jr/Sr High School.

· Resignation of David Lawrence Kriner, wrestling coach at Mansfield Jr/Sr High School.
On motion of Mr. Berguson and second of Mr. Osborne the Board voted 8-0 to approve the Building Use Permits as presented. (EXHIBIT)
On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mr. Erway the Board voted 8 to 0 to approve the Field Trip and Conference Requests as presented.  (EXHIBIT)
Allison Maslar, music teacher, requested support for a music exchange trip to Toronto.  Mr. Kalata will obtain copies of requested information and present it to the Board in November.

Mr. Kalata reported for the administration, informed the Board of a confirmed case of swine flu in the district, and presented the following:

· State of the District Report

· Superintendent’s Initiatives for 2009/2010 (EXH 2.1.2)

· A natural gas summit presented by the Northern Tier Regional Planning and Development Commission.
Committee Report:

Mr. Kalata reported that STEA negotiations are proceeding nicely with anticipation of an agreement  in the near future.

Citizen Recognition:

· David Weller, Mansfield High School Student, asked the Board to consider participation, with the Borough of Mansfield to erect school crossing lights on Route  6.  The Board suggested that he contact the gas drilling companies and windmill company for financial support.
· Claire Harley, Covington, questioned the practice of charging students for summer school while paying for continued education for expelled students.

· Ann Kieser, teacher at Mansfield High School, suggested revisiting the requirements for foreign travel, to offer more opportunities to students.
The Administration recommended approval of the following:

· Employment of Anne Yocum as Part-Time Cafeteria Employee at Warren L. Miller Elementary School retroactively to September 24, 2009.  Ms. Yocum will be employed at $7.25/hour as defined by the Hourly Employees Conditions of Employment.
· Request from Amy Mahonski, Computer Support Paraprofessional, Mansfield  High School, for an Uncompensated Leave from January 19, 2010, through May 9, 2010, as per Board Policy for education reasons.
· Extension of the transfers of  Randy Boyden, Head Custodian, Liberty Schools, to District Maintenance, and John Plank, Custodian, Liberty High School, to Head Custodian, Liberty Schools, through October 25, 2009 at their regular hourly rate plus $1.50/hour. 

· Employment of Mary Hohman, as Pre-Arranged Short-Term Substitute School Nurse at the Blossburg Schools, effective October 16, 2009, through November 25, 2009.  Ms. Hohman will be employed at $ 120.00 per day as defined by the Substitute Professional Employees Conditions of Employment.
· Amend the Adoption Agreement for the district’s 403(b) plan to change the local administrative contact from James Rakoski to Penny Crowell, authorize Joseph Kalata and Laura Perry to give direction in the absence of Penny Crowell, and authorize Lesko Financial (third party administrator) to act on behalf of the district for communication, information sharing, and signatures for plan administrative purposes.

The addition of the following persons to the 2009/2010 Substitute Employees List:
· Holly Rinehart  -  Elementary, Reading Specialist Teacher, effective 10/7/09

· Christine King - Elementary, Reading Specialist, Special Education Teacher, effective 10/8/2009
· Kevin Hill - Emergency Certified Teacher, effective 10/8/2009

· Theresa Seiders – Emergency Certified Teacher, effective 10/8/2009

· John VanValkenburg – Paraprofessional, effective 10/7/2009

· Ariel Otruba – Secretary, Paraprofessional, effective 10/7/2009

· Priscilla Marble – Cafeteria, effective 10/7/2009

· Penni Crum – Cafeteria, effective 9/23/2009

· Jennifer Dinan – Paraprofessional, Cafeteria, effective 9/23/2009

On motion of Mr. Kollar and second of Mr. Berguson, the Board voted 8-0 to approve the recommendations.
The Administration recommended approval of the following persons as volunteers for the 2009/2010 school year:
· Nicole Cummings, Volleyball, Mansfield High School

· Jason Jackson, Wrestling, Liberty High School

On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mr. Crossen, the Board voted 8-0 to approve the recommendations.

The Administration recommended approval of the following:

· TCC Delegate Appointment Resolution appointing Laura Perry, Business Manager, as primary voting delegate and Joseph Kalata, Superintendent, as first alternate voting delegate.
· Submission of Plancon K. to the Department of Education for Series of 2009 Bonds. 
On motion of Mr. Kollar and second of Mr. Erway the Board voted 8-0 to approve the recommendations.
The Administration recommended approval of the following:
A proposal from Dr. Sharon Miller, Supervisor of Curriculum & Instruction to                     add a second foreign language to the district’s curriculum, a choice of Arabic, Mandarin Chinese, Japanese, or Russian.
2nd Reading of new/revisions to Board policies #212 - #251 of the Pupils Section. (EXH 4.4.2 and refer to EXH 8.1)

               #212         Reporting Student Progress                                             Revision

               #213         Assessment of Student Progress                                      Revision

               #214         Class Rank                                                                        New

               #215         Promotion and Retention                                                  Revision
               #216         Student Records                                                                Revision

               #216.1      Supplemental Discipline Records                                     New

               #217         Graduation Requirements                                                 Revision

               #218         Student Discipline                                                             Revision

               #218.1      Weapons                                                                             Revision

               #218.2      Terroristic Threats/Acts                                                    Revision

               #219         Parent/Student Complaint Process                                   Revision

               #220         Student Expression/Distribution

                                and Posting of Materials                                                    Revision

               #221         Dress and Grooming                                                           Revision

               #222         Tobacco Use                                                                        Revision

               #223         Use of Bicycles and Motor Vehicles                                   Revision

               #224         Care of School Property                                                      Revision

               #225         Relations with Law Enforcement Agencies                       Revision

               #226         Searches                                                                              Revision
               #227         Controlled Substances/Paraphernalia                               Revision

               #228         Student Government                                                          Revision

               #229         Student Fundraising                                                          Revision

               #230         Public Performances by Students                                      Revision

               #233         Suspension and Expulsion                                                 Revision

               #234         Pregnant/Married Students                                               Revision

               #235         Student Rights/Surveys                                                     Revision

               #236         Student Assistance Program                                             Revision

               #238         Custody                                                                               Revision

               #239          Foreign Exchange Students                                              Revision

               #241          Early Admission to Postsecondary Programs                   Revision

               #246          Wellness, Physical Education, Physical Activity

                                 and Nutrition                                                                      Revision

               #247          Hazing                                                                                 New

               #248          Unlawful Harassment                                                        Revision

               #249          Bullying                                                                               Revision

               #250          Student Recruitment                                                          New 

               #251          Homeless Students                                                             New                        

On motion of Mrs. Landis and second of Mrs. Jaquish the Board voted 8-0 to approve the above recommendations.

The Administration recommended award of contracts for snow removal during 2009/2010 to Lisowski Excavating (Blossburg and Mansfield), and Mark Kreger Excavating (Liberty).
On motion of Mr. Osborne and second of Mr. Kollar the Board voted 8-0 to approve the recommendation.

The Administration recommended approval to authorize execution of the adjudication regarding expulsion from all district schools of a certain student from North Penn High School effective September 17, 2009 through September 17, 2010.

On motion of Mr. Erway and second of Mrs. Landis the Board voted 7-0-1 to approve the recommendation.
Board President Barbara Shull made the following announcements:


Board Work Session(s)

Monday, November 2, 2009, 6:30 P.M.


North Penn Jr. Sr. High School Library

Next Board Meeting(s)

Monday, November 9, 2009, 6:30 P.M.


Mansfield High School Library

Monday, December 7, 2009, at 6:30 P.M.


Mansfield High School Library


Executive Sessions(s)

          Committee Meeting(s)

On motion of Mr. Berguson and second of Mr. Crossen the Board voted 8-0 to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted
_______________________________

James J. Rakoski, Board Secretary
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