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North Penn Music Ensembles compete in Tournament of Bands, prepare for upcoming Atlantic Coast Championships in Wildwood, NJ!

Blossburg, PA – 3/1/07
North Penn’s music department has introduced competitive music ensembles to its music program this year, and is seeing much success with this early in the season.  Our Indoor Percussion Ensemble and Indoor Color Guard are performance groups that incorporate elements of drum and bugle corps style marching music inside on a gym floor.  Our jazz band introduces the elements of improvisation and jazz to student performers.  These 3 new groups will join our already established concert band in performing in the Atlantic Coast Championships in May.  Students are continuing to raise all of the funds necessary to be involved in these competitions.
Our Indoor Percussion Ensemble (directed by Jonathan Ruth) and Indoor Color Guard (directed by Deb Moyer) have been competing throughout the region and have been doing remarkably well for their first time.  These types of ensembles create a field marching environment indoor on a gym floor, which provides a marching-band type experience for students in a small group environment.  After five weeks of competition, the Blue Thunder Percussion Ensemble is ranked 2nd out of 8 competing schools in our division!  The Rising Stars Indoor Color Guard showed an 11 point gain between their first 2 competitions.  North Penn is currently the only school in the Northern Tier enrolled in Tournament of Bands competitions, and is looking forward to continuing to represent our region well at future competitions.  

Quotes re. Indoor Percussion Ensemble and Indoor Color Guard:

Deb Moyer, Color Guard Director :  “I’m extremely pleased with the progress we’ve made in such a short time.  Almost all of our students started this season with no experience, and they’ve shown great dedication.”

Jonathan Ruth, Band Director and Percussion Ensemble Director:  “None of our students had any experience in a marching music activity like this prior to this winter, and they’ve really stepped up to the challenge.  They’re already performing like an established, experienced ensemble.  I’m excited about what they have the potential to accomplish for the rest of this season.”

Mark Bowne, Senior Member of Percussion Ensemble and Color Guard:  “I am very thankful for percussion ensemble.  It’s given me a chance to experience a style of playing I’ve always wanted to do.  I never thought I’d have this opportunity here at North Penn to perform at this level.”
-more-
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Upcoming Competitiongs include March 24th at Mifflinburg HS, April 14th at Tyrone HS and Huntingdon HS, April 29th – Chapter Championships at Lake Lehman HS and May 3-6 – Atlantic Coast Championships at Wildwood, NJ.

The entire North Penn Band will be involved with the Atlantic Coast Championships in Wildwood May 3-6, as this event features competitions for Percussion Ensemble, Color Guard, Concert Band and Jazz Band (all of which we plan to be involved with.)  The Band is currently trying to raise money to attend this competition!  Businesses, individuals, and community organizations may donate via our webpage.  Please help our students attend this extremely educational and worthwhile event!  

More information about all of these events are available at our website.  Feel free to contact us if more information on any of these events is needed.  
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The Blossburg Music Department has established a tradition of excellence throughout its history.  Our goal is to provide our students with a diverse music education despite the small size of our school.  Our program now includes a Parade Band, 4 levels of Concert Band, 4 levels of Chorus, 2 levels of Jazz Band, a full Musical Theatre Production, a competitive Percussion Ensemble and Color Guard, several Chamber Ensembles, guitar and music theory classes, a football band and an advanced level concert band (in coordination with Mansfield and Liberty), and a music boosters organization, “The Blue and White Music Boosters” which meet in the HS Library on the fourth Monday of every month at 7pm.  Community members are encouraged to get involved!  More information about the program is available at our website.
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