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North Penn Concert Band Takes First Place at Atlantic Coast Championships!

Percussion Ensemble and Color Guard also excel at “Weekend In Wildwood” Music Festival.

Wildwood, NJ – 5-5-07

North Penn High School’s Music Department represented our region at the 35th Annual Tournament of Bands (TOB) Weekend in Wildwood Music Competition, which featured over 200 scholastic and independent musical ensembles from throughout TOB’s nine-state region.  This was North Penn’s first year of involvement in the competitive circuit, and the already successful season ended on a very positive note.  North Penn presented performance ensembles in the categories of percussion ensemble, color guard, and concert band.  The Concert Band earned a score of 71.1 which was good for first place in Division A, a category designed for small schools or junior-senior high schools (both of which apply to North Penn), earning them the title of “Atlantic Coast Champion”.


“Our students’ performances this weekend truly exceeded my expectations for this year”, remarked band director Jon Ruth.  “The main reason we attended the festival this year was for the kids to see the truly excellent musical ensembles from around our region.  Also, the concert band festival provided a clinic time where master musicians worked with the students, which was a great educational experience.”  The Concert Band Competion took place at the Middle Township Performing Arts Center, a state-of-the-art acoustic auditorium.


The Percussion Ensemble competition featured 45 drumlines and took place in the Wildwood Convention Center.  Percussion Ensembles are divided into four categories determined by experience level – Novice, A-Class, Open-Class, and World-Class.  North Penn’s “Blue Thunder” percussion ensemble competed in the novice class, and scored an 81.1 for their highest score of the season and an overall ranking of 14th place in their class.  Student members agreed that their involvement in the ensemble this season has motivated them to keep getting better in future years.  Senior member Shaun Donahue commented that “being in percussion ensemble has opened my eyes to one of my favorite new hobbies.”  Freshman Emily Harris agreed, adding that she “never thought being in an ensemble would be such a blast!  Seeing all the world-class ensembles made me really want to be there and have all the people oohing and aahing over our performance.  I can’t wait until next year!”


The Color Guard competition had the most participation in the weekend with 101 units performing throughout the weekend at the Wildwood Convention Center and Middle Township High School.  North Penn’s “Rising Stars” competed in the novice class and scored a 62.9, good for 17th place overall in their class.  Guard Director Deb Moyer commented, “Attending the championships was a wonderful experience.  My color guard students had the opportunity to no only perform but to also see the potential of this growing sport.”  More schools get involved with competitive color guard and percussion every year.  The national organization overseeing this activity, WGI, refers to themselves as “The Sport of the Arts” and has regional affiliated organizations all over the world, including Tournament of Bands in our region.

-more-


“By focusing on these small ensembles, we’ve been able to create excitement about the music department that has spread throughout the school,” Ruth explained.  “At a small school, having a competitive field show marching band is difficult.  Offering these small ensembles provides students the marching music opportunity that many of them want to experience without requiring a lot of members.  Then, when these small ensembles experience success, more students want to get involved.”  North Penn’s band program has more than doubled in membership over the past 2 years.


Many parents attended the festival as well, agreeing that the students did an outstanding job and that the weekend provided a great educational experience.  “This trip was an excellent opportunity for students and parents to learn more about band opportunities,” commented band parent Rose Erway.  “The judges at the concert band performances were especially helpful as they offered suggestions to improve the group instead of just criticizing.  The whole atmostphere was a great experience.  The students were excellent representatives of Tioga County.”


Blossburg’s Spring Band Concert, featuring all four levels of concert bands and 2 levels of jazz band as well as our color guard and several chamber ensembles, will take place on Thursday, May 17th at 7pm in the North Penn High School Auditorium.  The Choral Concert will take place on May 22nd and also starts at 7pm.  There is no charge, and the public is welcome to attend both concerts.

More information about all of these events are available at our website.  Feel free to contact us if more information on any of these events is needed.  
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The Blossburg Music Department has established a tradition of excellence throughout its history.  Our goal is to provide our students with a diverse music education despite the small size of our school.  Our program now includes a Parade Band, 4 levels of Concert Band, 4 levels of Chorus, 2 levels of Jazz Band, a full Musical Theatre Production, a competitive Percussion Ensemble and Color Guard, several Chamber Ensembles, guitar and music theory classes, a football band and an advanced level concert band (in coordination with Mansfield and Liberty), and a music boosters organization, “The Blue and White Music Boosters” which meet in the HS Library on the fourth Monday of every month at 7pm.  Community members are encouraged to get involved!  More information about the program is available at our website.                                             # # #

