VOCABULARY AND WORD ANALYSIS NOTES AND ACTIVITIES

CONTEXT CLUES

context clues – help you to figure out the meaning of an unfamiliar word or phrase in your reading; sometimes context clues can be found in the same sentence as the unfamiliar word; sometimes you have to read on to find context clues in a nearby sentence or even another paragraph
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a. definition

To protect against the floodwaters, volunteers filled 

trash bags with sand and then stacked them to create levees, which are temporary barriers.

b. restatement
In many Native American tribes, the shaman, or medicine 

man, acts as a ceremonial priest.

c. example

One condition of this symptom is lethargy. For example, 

some patients may feel they don’t want to get out of bed in the morning, while others might feel listless during the day and have no interest in doing anything.
d. comparison
Like a simile, a metaphor is a figurative comparison.

e. contrast

Unlike a mammal, an amphibian begins life with gills and 

later develops lungs.

f. inference

The humidity was extremely high. My bathing suit still 

felt damp after hanging in the sun for a few hours, and the sheets on my bed felt moist and clammy.

Context Clue Practice Activity

Directions: Read each sentence that contains an unfamiliar word that is underlined. Circle the context clues in each sentence. Then underneath the sentence in the space provided, provide a definition for the unfamiliar word. 
1. Today, medical workers sterilize instruments before an operation. They make sure the instruments are free from bacteria and other microorganisms.

2. Contaminated food can cause illness. For example, the disease called typhoid is spread by bacteria in the water or by tainted or spoiled food.

3. Some diseases are transmitted, or passed from person to person, through sneezing and coughing.

4. Unlike infectious diseases, some illnesses such as cancer are not spread from person to person.

5. Children receive a smallpox vaccine so that they can build up immunity to the disease. This means that their bodies have the ability to fight off the disease.

Other Activities
· Further practice/rehearsal: Apply to Completing the Sentence and Choosing the Right Word exercises in Sadlier-Oxford vocabulary units.

· Extension: Complete p.529 Literature Book Building Context Clues Activity

AFFIXES

affixes – word parts that create all words in our language; these include roots, prefixes, and suffixes

roots – the main part of a word; without these a word cannot exist; a root word that can stand on its own as a word is called a base word


ex. root = aster, astr
meaning = star
example word = astronomy

ex. base word = act (can stand on its own as a word or can be used with other word parts as in 

reenactment)

prefix – a word part attached to the beginning of a root word; this word part changes the root word’s meaning


ex. make = root/base word

re = prefix meaning back or again


remake = to make again

suffix – a word part attached to the end of a root word; this word part changes the root word’s meaning and/or part of speech


ex. magic = root/base word

al = suffix meaning relating to

magical = relating to magic (also note that magic is a noun and the suffix changes it to an 

adjective)

Note: Prefix, root, and suffix charts can be found on Literature book pp.698 to 700 and in the beginning of the Sadlier-Oxford Level B vocabulary workbook.

Affix Activities 
· Prefixes: p.511 Literature book English Prefixes Derived from Greek

· Roots: p.392 Literature book Word Roots from Latin 

· Suffixes: p.432 Literature book Adding Suffixes and Changing Y to I

Additional Suffix Activity
Directions: Complete each of the following sentences using the base word invent (which is a verb). Then, identify the suffix that was added. Tell what the suffix means and identify the part of speech of the new word.
1. A new device that someone invents is an ____________________.


Suffix = 


Meaning =



POS of new word = 

2. A person who invents is an ____________________.

Suffix = 


Meaning =



POS of new word =

3. A person who is very creative and comes up with a lot of new ideas can be described as 


____________________.

Suffix = 


Meaning =



POS of new word =

Other Activities
· Further practice/rehearsal/extension: Choose several words (3-5) from each Sadlier-Oxford vocabulary unit. Break each word into its prefix, suffix, and root. Tell the meaning of each affix (using a dictionary, dictionary.com, or some other affix resource) and try to arrive at the definition given by the book. Students can then create real words (or even made up words) and have other students determine each word’s meaning based on the affixes discussed in class.

MULTIPLE-MEANING WORDS

multiple-meaning words – have more than one meaning; these words are also called homographs


ex. A mint can refer to a plant with a very strong flavor or it can refer to a place where coins 

are made. Can you think of any other meanings for the word mint?

A reader must choose the meaning of the word that best fits the context of the passage.


ex. In the afternoon, I like to drink a cup of green tea flavored with mint.


Consider the context of the sentence. Which of the following definitions is meant by the word 

mint?

A. a plant

B. a coin factory

C. a flavor of ice cream

D. a condition of something

Multiple-Meaning Word Activities
· p.366 Literature book Homographs: Words with Multiple Meanings

· Further practice/rehearsal/extension: Students can identify the multiple-meaning words in each Sadlier-Oxford vocabulary unit. Semi-colons and multiple parts of speech can assist students with finding these words. Then, students can develop sentences with these multiple-meaning words and have other students select the correct meaning of each word based on the context of the sentence.

CONTENT-SPECIFIC WORDS

content-specific words - words that are specific to a subject area, such as math, science, social studies, or the arts.
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Often these content-specific words are in boldface or italic type within a textbook. Since these words are so important to understanding the text, authors often provide definitions for the words within reading passages.

Sometimes, you think you know a word, but you quickly find out that the word has a different meaning in the content area.

ex.
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mouse—a small rodent


mouse (in a computer article)—a small control box used to move the cursor on the screen and click on different functions

Content-Specific Words Activity
Directions: Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.

Computers from The World Almanac for Kids 2005
Computers perform tasks by using programs called software. Programs tell the computer what to do when the user enters certain information or commands. This is called input.

The computer then processes the information and gives the user results (output). The computer can also save, or store, information.

The machines that make up a computer system are kinds of hardware. The largest and most powerful computers are called mainframes. Most people are familiar with personal computers (PCs). These can be used at a desk (desktops), carried around (laptops), worn on your belt (wearable computers), or even held in your hand (palm computers).

Kinds of Software

When you write on a computer, you use a type of software called a word-processing program. This program can be selected using the keyboard or a mouse.

Other common types of software include programs for doing math, keeping records, playing games, and creating pictures.

Entering Data 

In a word processing program, you can input your words by typing on the keyboard. The backspace and delete keys are like erasers. You can also press special function keys or click on certain symbols (icons) to center or underline words, move words around, check spelling, print out a page, and do other tasks.

Hardware: Inside the Computer

The instructions from the program you use are carried out inside the computer by the central processing unit, or CPU. The CPU is the computer’s brain.

Seeing the Results

The monitor and printer are the most commonly used output devices in a computer system. When you type a story, the words show up on a monitor, which is like a TV screen. Your story can be printed on paper by using a printer.

If you print out a story, you can mail it to a friend. But if you both have modems, it can get from your computer to your friend’s computer. A modem allows information from a computer to travel over telephone or cable lines.

1. Reread the first two paragraphs. What is the difference between input and output?

2. What is the difference between computer hardware and software?

3. What are the four types of PCs, or personal computers?

4. What is an icon? What is the purpose of icons on a computer?

5. What is a modem? What can be done with a modem?

Other Activities

· Further practice/extension: Students can bring in their content area textbooks (social studies, science, math, etc.) and list the content area words that they are currently studying in their classes. Students can either make vocabulary cards (4-Square) to help them learn some of the words or students can use several of the words in a letter to their parents/guardians. In these letters, students can “sound smart” using the content-area words, and then be ready to explain to their parents/guardians what the words mean.   

SYNONYMS AND ANTONYMS

synonym – a word that has the same or almost the same meaning as another word; sometimes a writer will use synonyms in a passage to make the writing more interesting or to help the reader understand the more difficult word; writers also use synonyms to be fresh, precise, and vivid

ex. difficult/arduous

ex. sad/disheartened

ex. laughed/guffawed

antonym – a word that means the opposite or almost the opposite of another word; these words can show contrast or they can act as context clues

ex. boundless/limited

ex. honest/deceitful

ex. forgiveness/vengeance

Hint: To remember the difference between the two concepts, link the S in same with the S in synonym. Also, you can link the O in opposite with the A in antonym; both O and A are vowels.

Synonym and Antonym Activities
· p.215 Literature book Synonyms: Shades of Meaning

· p.301 Literature book Act It Out. Students choose some of the words and look them up in a dictionary if needed. Then, they can come up with or find antonyms for each word selected. Students must then act out the antonyms in pairs in front of the class.

Other Activities
· Further practice/rehearsal: Students can apply these concepts in the synonyms/antonyms exercise in each unit of the Sadlier-Oxford vocabulary workbook.

· Extension: Students can use create 4-Square vocabulary cards for selected words. Box #1 could be the definition in the student’s own words, box #2 could be a synonym from the student’s own vocabulary, box #3 is a picture of the word, and box #4 is the opposite (antonym) of the word.

unfamiliar word = underlined





context clue = italics











Math				Science			Social Studies


addition			atmosphere			environment


subtraction			cell				map


multiply			element			citizen


sum				food chain			community


difference			gas				conflict


product			friction			globe











