		
		Using a Double-Entry Journal
How can we challenge ourselves to exercise our minds? One answer is the double-entry journal. Educators can use double-entry journals to drive students' thinking processes. Journals are also excellent vehicles for assessing student progress because they provide insight into what students are learning and reveal the development of their thoughts.

	Overview 

	A majority of middle and high school students are beyond decoding instruction and need more assistance with comprehension to help them become successful, independent readers. Strategic reading allows students to monitor their own thinking and make connections between texts and their own experiences. Educators in all subject areas can introduce students to the comprehension strategy of making connections. Students learn the three types of connections (text-to-text, text-to-self, and text-to-world) using a double-entry journal. 

	Research-Based

	Guided Comprehension is a context in which students learn comprehension strategies in a variety of settings using multiple levels and types of text. It is a three-stage process focused on direct instruction, application, and reflection (McLaughlin, M. & Allen, M.B., 2002).
The Guided Comprehension Model progresses from explicit teaching to independent practice and transfer (McLaughlin, M. & Allen, M.B., 2002).
Making connections occurs when students think about the text in relation to connections they can make to self, to texts, and to others (Keene & Zimmerman, 1997).
Current studies demonstrate that when students experience explicit instruction of comprehension strategies, it improves their comprehension of new texts and topics (Hiebert et al., 1998).

	

Student Objectives 

	Students will…
Learn and apply the comprehension strategy of making connections
Define and understand the three types of connections (i.e., text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to-world)
Make connections and react to various texts using a double-entry journal

	
Teacher Resources 

	Making connections posters: Text-to-Self Connection, Text-to-Text Connection, Text-to-World Connection

Double-entry journal template

Double-entry journal instructions

Examples of double-entry journals

	Preparation
	1.
	Read the text, chapter, or section to be comprehended. Make copies of the double-entry journal for students.

	2.
	Use the Teacher resources to familiarize yourself with the making connections strategy, which includes three types of connections: text-to-text, text-to-self, and text-to-world. 

	3.
	Display the making connections posters, Text-to-Self Connection, Text-to-Text Connection, and Text-to-World Connection or copy them onto transparencies to present to students.



Instruction and Activities

NOTE: This lesson is intended as an introduction to the making connections strategy using a double-entry journal. With continued practice, students should be able to apply the strategy independently to other texts. 

Stage 1---Teacher-directed whole-group instruction 
	1.
	Explain the strategy. Explain to students that there are three main types of connections that we make while reading texts. Use the making connections posters while discussing each type with your students.
· Text-to-text connection: This reminds me of something else that I read....
· Text-to-self connection: This reminds me of when I....
· Text-to-world connection: This makes me think about....

	2.
	Demonstrate the strategy. Display a blank copy of the double-entry journal and demonstrate how to use this technique. Explain to students that, in the first column, they should choose a quote, sentence, summary or situation from the text to which they can react. Then, in the second column, they should record their reaction. Reinforce the fact that these reactions should make a connection between the text and themselves, another text, or the world. (Refer to the making connections posters during this demonstration and discussion.)

Read aloud the first few pages of the reading and model the process of completing the double-entry journal. An example follows:
	Idea From Text
	Reaction/Connection

	p. 1, Cesar has parties during the summer with his relatives in Arizona.
	This reminds me of when I was young growing up in Tucson, Arizona and how I also loved to sit outside on summer nights. (text-to-self)

	p. 2, Cesar's family provided all of their own food through gardening and chickens.
	This reminds me of people who lived many years ago who sustained themselves through crops and livestock. (text-to-world)


Use the board or an overhead projector to model the process so that all students can see your reactions and reflections and follow along as you complete the double-entry journal.

	3.
	Guide students to apply the strategy. After reading several paragraphs of the assignment and modeling the process, have students begin offering their reactions to the text as a way to practice the technique together as a class. Have students take part in completing the double-entry journal together.

	4.
	Practice individually or in small groups. Divide students into groups of three. As you continue reading, stop every few pages and ask students to record their reactions to the text on their own copies of the double-entry journal and then share their reactions with their group. Continue reading and stopping periodically for reactions until the reading assignment is finished.

	5.
	Reflect. Gather students as a whole class to discuss the process of making connections. Ask students which types of connections were the easiest and the hardest to make?


Stage 2---Teacher-guided small groups 
Before beginning Stage 2, students must be divided into groups.

	1.
	Teacher-guided small-group instruction. 
· Use the posters to review the making connections strategy and discuss how the double-entry journal was used when reading.
· Use another text, chapter, or section to have students practice the making connections strategy using a double-entry journal.
· Students can practice the strategy by completing a double-entry journal for the text and then sharing their reactions with a partner. Also, have students work together to record the type of connection (i.e., text-to-text, text-to-self, text-to-world) they made in the second column next to each reaction.
· Have students reflect on using the making connections strategy and how it helps them monitor their own comprehension.


Extensions
Have students practice the making connections strategy with other texts. With continued practice using the double-entry journal, students should be able to apply the technique independently.

	Student Assessment/Reflections 

	
	1.
	Talk to students about the making connections comprehension strategy that they have been learning. Ask them to tell why and how the double-entry journal helps them better understand texts.


What was the one connection you made during this lesson that stands out in your mind?
Which type of connection was the easiest to make? Which type was the most challenging?

How do you think making connections will help you in the future?
· You can also assess students' understanding of the making connections strategy using the double-entry journals that they completed during the lesson. Assess the double-entry journals for completeness of connections; be sure that students are making authentic, rich connections and that they are using all three types of connections to build their comprehension.
· Ask students to share with a partner examples of each of the three types of connections they made to a text. Have them also record these connections for assessment of their understanding of each type.



	








