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SOUTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT

WORKPLACE SAFETY COMMITTEE MINUTES

August 10, 2010
The meeting was called to order by Penny Crowell, Committee Chairperson.
Attendance:  The following members were present:  Joseph Kalata, Superintendent; Penny Crowell, Director of Human Resources; Deb Rausher, Learning Support Teacher; Sandy Worden, Paraprofessional; and Ted Miller, District Maintenance.
Minutes:  The minutes from June 8, 2010, will be reviewed at the next meeting.
Accident/Near Miss Reports:  No accident reports since last meeting.
Safety Inspection Report
The walk-way in Liberty from school to town was discussed.  It is not district property but poses a concern for student safety.

Mrs. Worden expressed concern about the road signage in Smythe Park.  There is no stop sign at the Chester Bailey/Bescanceney Drive intersection, driving toward the high school.  It is a 3-way stop and it would be helpful if it were a 4-way stop.  Mr. Kalata responded that he would look into it.

Discussed Sheetz coming to Mansfield in the Farmer in the Dell location and that possible affect on the school zone on W. Wellsboro Street.

Mr. Miller shared details of a vendor accident that occurred during the summer in Smythe Park.  The person tried to replace a breaker in an electrical panel and it blew up.  The man did not sustain injury.  Since the electrical system is district property, Mr. Miller recommended limiting access to the system.  He will discuss it with the Smythe Park Committee, chaired by Dr. Drabick.

Mr. Kalata reported on building inspections conducted by Mr. Miller and himself.  Some areas of concern were extension cords and coffee pots in rooms.  They will be reviewing and discussing these items and others that may arise from the inspections.

Committee Members Interests for 2010/11
Safe lifting posters were discussed.  Mrs. Crowell will look into this and make a recommendation to the committee.

Lifting belts were discussed.  They could be offered to custodial and cafeteria employees or issued to individuals.  Mr. Miller will discuss with head custodians and Mrs. Crowell will discuss with Mrs. Sick  The committee agreed that an interest that staff will use the belts should be obtained before purchasing them.

PMA has several lifting videos that could be shown to staff.  Mrs. Crowell will review them and recommend one to the committee in October.

Various safety newsletter topics were reviewed as options to distribute to staff.  The committee will review and consider the value of a safety newsletter.

Next Meeting Date:  September 30, 2010, 2:00 – 3:30 PM for Annual Required Committee Training.
On motion of Mr. Kalata and second of Mrs. Rausher, the Committee adjourned the meeting. 
Respectfully submitted,
Penny L. Crowell, Committee Chairperson
