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Administration – News and Views
Dr. Drabick
Happy December!!!

As this month moves forward, let us all reflect on the people, places, and things that we are thankful for.  Personally, I am thankful to an amazing family and great circle of friends.  Our BES community is awesome and our students benefit greatly from their knowledge.  As the Thanksgiving holiday approaches, please take time to reflect on all of the great events going on around you!

 

In November, BES had our awards assembly.  School will be closed from 1 PM on Wednesday, 11/23 and remained closed through 11/30.  We reopen school on Thursday, Dec. 1.  During our students' holiday time, please take time to read with your children. 

 

The month of December will bring the Elementary Band and Chorus Holiday Concert, Santa's Shoppe activities, and holiday events.  
Kindergarten

Mrs. Hetzel
Kindergarten survived their first report card session. Please make sure that you sign and return each report card to your student’s teacher. Kindergarten is busy working on their sight-words and tapping out new decodable words to use when reading.  Please read with your student ever night. You can read the comics or just look at the newspaper for sight words. Keep working on those ABC’s with their sounds every night for at least six minutes.

Most of all TALK, TALK. And Talk and listen to what your child is telling you. It will help with their attention spans and communication skills.

Help children develop listening skills and increase attention by:
1.Gradually increasing the length or number of stories you read to your child. 

2.Turning off the television and talking with your child. TV does not help your child develop listening skills. 

 3.Asking questions about what you have read. 

Ask factual questions such as, "What was the name of the dog?" 

Ask prediction questions such as, "What do you think will happen when...?" 

Ask personal opinion questions such as, "What would you have done if you were in that situation?"

     Help your child develop social skills by:
Modeling decision making and fairness. 

Providing social experiences for your child to be with other adults and children by joining play groups, going to storytime at the library, playing on a team, and taking group lessons. 

Modeling how to share and take turns. 

Modeling how to get attention appropriately. 

Allowing your child to become more independent. 

Modeling problem-solving behavior by "thinking out loud." 

Modeling persistence through trial and error. 

Modeling good manners by using such words as "please", "thank you" and "excuse me". 

Help your child develop self-help skills by:
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Giving your child small responsibilities or chores such as: 

Making the bed. 
Picking up the toys. 
First Grade

Mrs. Korenkiewicz
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Happy Thanksgiving from Mrs.K.s class.
What is Mrs. K.'s class thankful for this Thanksgiving?

I am thankful for my cat, Shadow and my dogs.- Payton 

I'm thankful for the bike I got for my birthday.-Gavin

I am thankful for my house and our food.-Daniel

I'm thankful for my family and my dogs and cats.-Crystal

I'm thankful for my kitten. His name is Axle.-Taylor

I'm thankful for my family and my pets.-Karrigan

I'm thankful for my horse.-Jacob

I'm thankful for the world and my bike.-Brayden

I am thankful for my family and my baby sister.-Emily

I'm thankful for my horse.-Jeremiah

I am thankful for my dog. -David

I am thankful for my cat and my friends and family.-Arika

I am thankful for my family, friends, and health.
Thank you to my student's parents for all their support.-Mrs. K.
Second Grade
Mr. DeRemer
One marking period down and three to go.  The year is flying by so quickly.  Before long the temperatures will start really dropping and the snow piles will start climbing.  

This is my first year teaching second grade and I think that I am learning more than the students.  It has truly been a big change from teaching at the fifth grade level.  There are several things that are really different.  I love having snack time in the middle of each morning.  Also, I have found that second graders are a nurse’s best friend.  There are a lot more similarities though.  First, read, read, and read with your children.  It will only make school easier for them.  Second, basic math facts are very important.  Students need to just know addition and subtraction facts.  Another, students in second grade need enough sleep.  Get them to bed early.  

As I stated before, the year is flying and I am looking forward to an awesome holiday season with your children.  Parents keep up the good work and remember if you need anything, you only need call us.  Thanks.
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Third Grade

Mr. McNamara

In 3rd grade the students have really been working hard.  In Math the students have been working to master their addition and subtraction facts. They have also been working on measuring and finding the perimeter of objects.  In reading we have been talking about the difference between fact and opinion, and also locating the main idea of stories.  Remember parents it is very important to have your child reading at home.  This can include reading to your child, them reading to you, or your child reading to a brother or sister.  The children have also earned lots of ribbons so far this year in our Reading Counts program.  In science the students have just finished a unit on water and air pressure and are now moving into one of our science kits that deal with plant growth and development.  The students will be learning how a plant goes from a seed to a plant and all the stages in between.
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Fourth Grade

Mr. Manikowski
Autumn has been an especially busy time for our fourth graders as we are taking advantage of the nice weather and no interruptions to really hit the books before the hustle and bustle of Thanksgiving and Christmas take over.

We have switched our I-Block groups to focus on several math concepts we feel our fourth graders need to improve upon based on our last 4Sight tests. Mrs. Herres, Mrs. Stryker, Mrs. Betts, and I are each teaching a different math concept to a smaller group of students. We will be switching groups throughout the marking period so each student will get to be with each teacher during this time.

In Social Studies, the students have extended their study of Pennsylvania by researching one of its state symbols.  After doing an internet based scavenger hunt on the symbols, each student selected one they wanted to learn more about.  Along with researching the symbols, the children also printed pictures and made name poems about their topic.  Our recent trip to Harrisburg and the packets provided by Representative Matt Baker really helped fuel the fire of the students’ inquiry into the symbols of our state.

In Science, Mrs. Herres has had the fourth graders working on a unit on the human body. They have been learning about the body as a system and how it functions.  They compared a rodent skeleton to a human skeleton and noted the differences and similarities.  They learned the difference between muscles and joints and how they function together to make the body move. They also learned how important their opposable thumbs are for everyday activities.  They now have a greater appreciation of how unique and incredible their bodies are and why it is important to keep themselves healthy.
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A note from the Fourth and Fifth Grade Team
Mrs. Chabala, Mrs. Herres, 
Mrs. Carlson, Mr. Manikowski
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          The average day for our fourth and fifth grade students is broken into several blocks of educational time. During Language Arts, the weekly lessons focus around a story which includes practicing reading strategies, spelling, vocabulary, English and writing. Fourth grade Science students are currently studying weather and weather patterns, and are on their way to becoming amateur meteorologists. Fifth grade science students have been working toward solving the essential questions “What is light?” and “What is the difference between reflection and refraction?” In Math, fourth grade students are working on mastering all forms of multiplication. Fifth grade math students are learning to add and subtract fractions with mixed numbers. All math students are urged to practice daily, in order to master addition, subtraction and multiplication facts. 
          As you can see, there is so much to cover during these 45-60 minute classes. Therefore, it is important for families to be involved in schoolwork.  The standards are high for our students and we cannot meet age-appropriate benchmarks without the help of you, the parents.  Students should be working at home on spelling, rereading stories covered in class, memorizing math facts and enjoying leisure stories for Reading Counts points.  Please continue in your role as your child’s at-home teacher.  Just as you laid the educational foundation in the preschool years, we know you are by our sides helping us build the walls.  Please take time out of your busy evenings to look over homework, practice math facts and share books with your family. 
Sixth Grade

Mrs. Coolidge

It is hard to believe that we have already been in school for over 55 days this year and the holiday seasons are fast approaching! The 6th graders continue to work hard in their studies and it showed on their report cards. We also just finished taking our second Foresight tests of the year, and we look forward to seeing improvement in these scores as the students continue to learn new material!
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We encourage parents to read nightly with the students and keep practicing the robust vocabulary words. It is amazing to hear these words become part of the student’s everyday language. So far this year, the students have added over 80 new words to their vocabulary! When the students are caught using a vocabulary word in a sentence correctly, they get their name in our Vocab Masters bucket and have a chance to win a prize each week. Students that consistently strive to get their name in the vocab master challenge are Megan Styer, Sydnee Peguignot, Sierra Bowers, Gia Carlone, McKenzie Bogaczyk, and Hunter McVaugh!


We also encourage the students to get on Study Island at home if they have Internet access. This can be done by going to Studyisland.com and entering in their username and password. This site addresses important topics that the students will be tested on for their PSSA’s. There are even mini-lessons to go with each topic!


E-School Books is a great way to monitor student progress in the classroom. Homework assignments, quizzes, and tests are posted regularly. So, parents can check this on-line tool to see their student’s grades in each subject and make sure homework is being done and handed in.


We would also like to welcome new student Abby Frazier to our classrooms! She previously attended Warren L Miller in Mansfield. She has been a great addition to our classrooms and we are happy to have her here with us! 

Have a safe and happy Thanksgiving holiday!
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The music classes of B.E.S. are having a great time working with rhythm and melody! Besides lots of singing, playing instruments, and dancing, the kids are currently working on the Star-Spangled Banner. Our goal is that every student knows the words to the Star-Spangled Banner before Thanksgiving! If you can, practice the words at home with your student!

O! say can you see by the dawn’s early light, 

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming, 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight, 

O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming? 

And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;

 O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave, 

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?
Student Council News

Student Council has been keeping busy this year! We just finished our first fundraiser, and raised almost $1,000.00 for our school! Top donation collector was Patelin Nowak, who individually raised over $100! Great job to Patelin and all Student Council members! The money was used to help purchase the new play ground equipment, as well as a new Accucut tray for the teachers die cut machine. We are still brainstorming ideas to for the rest of the collection!

The winners of the Spirit Week competition were the students of Mrs. Carlson’s and Mr. Manikowski’s fifth grade classes! As a combined grade they had over 90% participation throughout the week and will have a pizza party donated to the class! It was great to see the whole school come together and support our North Penn Panther Football Team!

Currently Student Council is sponsoring the Pennies for Patients drive to raise money for blood cancer research and the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. Each student in the school has a collection box and will be collecting loose change until November 18th. Last year we raised $912.00 as a school and this year we are hoping to beat our goal of $1,000.00. Many children, including some in our immediate area, have been affected by this disease, and it is important that we all do our part to help raise money and awareness for this cause. If you see any Blossburg Elementary student, and are willing to donate monies, ask them for their change box!

Happy Holidays from Blossburg Elementary Student Council!
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