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Kindergarten

Mrs. Hetzel
Kindergarten is busy, busy, busy! We are making sure that we know those last few ABC’s and sounds to become better readers. The students are tapping out the words they do not know and figuring out that they can indeed “read” that elusive word. Sight word practice is also on the must-do list. The students now play a game using those words as a competition.  (Everyone wants to win, they need to practice!) 

Our math class is another busy place. The students are learning number partners for the numbers 1-10 and exactly how “many” are 11-20. 

The other big issue this time of the year is that the students are becoming a little more independent. Some students are still “clingy and nervous. Below, are a few helpful hints on how to encourage your students new found independent behavior.

Kindergarten Jitters

Three ways to help your child adjust to “big kids’ school.”

This may be your child’s first prolonged separation from parents or caregivers and most, though not all are thrilled to be in “real school.”  Still, there will be a period of adjustment, since your child will be spending the day in an unfamiliar building with teachers and kids he/she never met before.  Even children who are used to being away from parents in preschool will require time to transition to this new setting.

What kind of behavior can you expect to see in your child?  Kindergarteners are exuberant and curious, eager to show off what they’ve learned and wholeheartedly involved in the main job of the kindergartener: playing.  By the end of the year, though, your relatively calm, enthusiastic learner may begin to resemble his/her terrible-two self.  He/She is a bit more hesitant, a bit bossier, and a bit more resistant to change.  Some of his/her peers may know how to read already, though most do not, and he/she is fine with that.  

Biggest challenge:  Learning the social skills of getting along with others.  Sitting quietly, listening, raising his/her hand, lining up in a straight line, and learning to share (be it crayons or a teacher’s attention) are all challenges.

What your child needs most:  Here are three ways to help your child thrive:

1. Regular routines:  Family dinners whenever possible, quiet time in the evening and regular bedtimes set the stage for good study habits later on, and do not forget downtime – overscheduled kids burn out fast.

2. Opportunities to be independent and responsible:  “As your child’s world widens, he/she needs to be able to sustain good feelings about him/herself away from the support of his/her family,” notes Susan Linn, Ed.D., and educational psychologist at the Judge Baker Children’s Center in Boston, Massachusetts.  One way to do this is by mastering new skills.  Even a 5-year-old can do some chores around the house, and at this age, he/she will probably jump at the chance to prove he/she can.  Setting the table, sorting the clean silverware as you empty the dishwasher, and watering plants are small steps to building confidence.

3. Practice being a friend:  Most children experience a dramatic change in cognitive ability around the age of 5 and, for the first time, can actually put themselves in a pal’s shoes – well, sometimes.  A kindergartener is also emotionally fickle: sensitive one moment, outrageously self-centered the next.  Work with your child on sharing, taking turns, and practicing tactful ways to say “No, I want to play at your house” without hurting a classmate’s feelings.
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First Grade

Ms. Bailey
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Christmas Letters to Santa

 I hope you enjoy these as much as I have!!

Dear Santa,

I’d love to have a dog bone for my dog Angle. I want a dancing Santa. What size to you wear? I’m going to get you slifppers. How do you get that many presents at one night?



Love,



Kendall



Dear Santa,

I will give you chocolate chop cookies and milk. I will also give you reindeer food. What do you want for Christmas?

Love,

Danil

Dear Santa,

What would you like for Christmas? Can I please have a MP3 player? Do you need new socks? Santa we got the golden sneaker. I need new clothes Santa. You are so handsome. I need hair stuff.

Love,

Aliah
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Second Grade

Mrs. Harman

Students in Mrs. Harman’s second grade have done some persuasive writing to convince us they have been “angels” all year.  Here are some excerpts from their writing:
Aleksys:  I get in the bathtub when it is my turn without any whining.  I eat healthy food for snack.  I never got in trouble this month at school.

Ashton:  I’ve been helping my sister, Bella, crawl.  I have been teaching my brother football if he wants to play football.  I have been making my bed.

Blake:  I get my dad sodas when he asks me to get some.

Cheyanne:  I have been helping my mom clean dishes.  I have been helping my nana make iced tea.

Drake:  When my mom wanted me to empty the dishwasher, I did it.  I helped my dad cut and split wood.

Eian:  I helped my mom fix dinner and do the dishes.

Hunter:  I help my dad bring in wood.  I help my cousin build.  I do what my parents say.

Joshua:   I get dressed when I am told.  I help my sister clean her room.

Kaitlyn:  I have fought with my brother all year.  I am really, really sorry, but it is just something in us.  I have set the table all year.  I have not gotten a card this year in school.

Lilliana:  The good things I’ve done are feed my cat, put my clothes away, and make Christmas presents for my whole family.  I play chase the yarn with my cat.

Misty-Lee:  I tie my sister’s shoes even though she calls me mean.  

Morgan:  I help my brother by helping him pick up his toys.  I help my mom by helping do the laundry.

Naomi:  I made my mom’s bed, but I didn’t get a reward.  When I hit Jeremiah with a pillow, I didn’t mean to hurt him.  He said, “ I want a pillow fight.”

Nicholas:  I feed my dog, Bella.  I make the beds.  I help pick up toys.

Noah:  I helped my mom fold clothes.  I helped my dad at the garage. I helped Jake work on his pick-up.

Rylee:  I helped my little brother down the stairs.  I let my sister, Hailey, sleep in my bed.  I don’t bug my mom.

Sara:  I’ve been an angel all year, except when I was a little too parenty when we were playing baby.

Sky:  I helped my grandpa put up the Christmas tree.  It was really hard.  I helped Levi find his glasses too.

Skylie:  I help my brother stay out of the road.  I help my sister with her homework.

Troy:  I got my sister her basketball shoes when she forgot them.  I got them for her in the cold.  I helped my mom at the Kiwanis building.  

Fourth Grade

Mrs. Herres

What is the most remarkable machine? Why the human body of course!

The fourth grade students have been exploring the form and function of the human body. Through our investigations the students have observed the human skeletal system and are aware of the versatility of movement provided by our skeleton. They have compared the bones in their own body to photos, diagrams, and observations.  The students discovered that our bones have different shapes depending on where they are located and what function they provide. The highlight of our first investigation was examining owl pellets.  After observing the outside of the pellets the students began breaking them apart and sorted the various bones. They were amazed how many bones were similar to the human skeleton! The students were very excited when one student brought in a skull of a cow to compare. We will continue to learn about our joints and muscular system in the coming weeks.

Fifth grade has seen the light! 

They have just completed their unit on light. Student have been learning many interesting facts about light. During our study the students learned about the reflection and refraction of light as it travels in different directions.  Students were astonished to learn that light travels at 186,000 miles per second. They also examined a model of the human eye and the function of each part. It is incredible how light enters the eye and we are able to see.  Students were fascinated with the eye as a fellow classmate is having eye surgery this month and shared some of her experiences so far.  As a concluding activity the students are constructing their own kaleidoscopes which demonstrates all that they have learned.    
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Holiday Greetings From Mr. Dickinson and Mrs. Chabala[image: image21.wmf]

We wish you and your family a joyful holiday season!  As you continue your gift shopping, we would like to suggest you buy a book for each child as a gift.  When your child opens a book near the Christmas tree, it sends a strong message that you value reading.  Perhaps you want to buy a chapter book that you will read aloud to your family.  Maybe you select a book that your child can read alone.  


As we have written before, your children model their behavior after you.  If you want your child to be a reader, then please spend some time reading with your child or relaxing with a good book of your own.  Pretty soon, you will notice that your child picks up a book during downtime at home.  


Secondly, there are plenty of wonderful games that promote vocabulary development and math skills.  For example, Blurt, Across Words, Scrabble, Smart Mouth, Catch Phrase, Jr. Zing and many other games are fun yet educational.  For math, you can purchase; Yahtzee, Shut the Box, Smith and strategy games like Battleship and Chess.  These are just a few of the excellent choices available.  Does your family have a Family Game Night every few weeks?  


Once again, we wish you and your family Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  Do you have visions of hot chocolate, a blanket and your child cuddled up next to you or on your lap enjoying a good book?  Even as parents of older children, that is still a special part of our family routines.  

Health Room News

Hello, my name is Carolyn Easton and I am the new nurse at Blossburg Elementary School.  I am enjoying getting to know all of the students and staff here at Blossburg.  

A few reminders from the health room:  Please remember that in order for the nurse to dispense over the counter medications we must have a physician’s order on file in the health room that is filled out and signed by the prescribing physician.  Also, we must have the original container in which the medication was purchased.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions regarding this.

If you received a letter stating that your child does not have the appropriate vaccinations to attend school your child is considered to be on provisional enrollment.  This means that your child was admitted to school without the required vaccinations but they must complete these within a certain time period. As of December 26, 2011, there are only 120 days left for provisional enrollment. Please remember to send in documentation of vaccinations that your children have received or make them an appointment to get their vaccinations as soon as possible.  There are still many students left on provisional enrollment; students who do not provide documentation of required vaccinations will be excluded from school. 

Lastly, school physicals for 6th grade will be held January 3, 2012.  Physicals for 1st grade will be held January 24, 2012. Forms will be sent home with each student that will need to be completed and returned for each student.  If your child got a physical by a private physician sometime during the school year, they will not need to have another physical from the school physician; however they will need to have paperwork filled out by their physician for the school nurse. 
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