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What a great month!
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During this past month, the students have been learning, learning, learning.  Blossburg Elementary School had a great turn-out for Parent Conferences.  Many kudos to all who attended.

 

As a school we have also celebrated with NPHS for the Block Party/Homecoming activities.  All grades were able to attend the Block Party with the 5th and 6th graders being invited to the Pep Assembly.  Students and staff had a wonderful time.

 

The 6th graders traveled with the Liberty Elementary School's 6th graders for a joint trip to the Canyon on October 18.  

 

Mrs. Kreger will be starting with our Kindergarten on October 31.  BES will be having a "Meet the Teacher" night at 6:30 PM on Wednesday, October 26, 2011.

 

As a school, we are getting ready for our Harvest Festival day on Friday, October 28.  

 

As the end of the first making period approaches, I am hopeful that our students will continue to do their very best in making great grades.
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Kindergarten

Mrs. Powell
[image: image12.wmf]Kindergarten is so much fun! But…it is more than tying 44 shoe laces a day!

Thus far, we have learned the following letters: Mm, Ss, Rr, Tt, Nn, Pp, Cc and Aa.  We have also learned the color words red, blue, green, orange, purple, and yellow, as well as numbers 1-5.

[image: image13.wmf]The kindergarteners love to have their little books to read.  It is exciting to see them eager to learn.  They track (or follow) the words with their fingers moving left to right.

Watch for the papers that your child brings home.  Reinforce the letters and sounds even as they ride in your car.  Make a game out of it to see if (s)he can find something that begins with our learned letters.  Watch as they discover letters on the cereal box in the morning as they eat their breakfast or in the evening as you prepare dinner.

We have also learned about rhyming words as well as breaking words apart and putting them back together (for example can*dy = candy, play*ground = playground).  Try doing some of these at home.

Soon Mrs. Kreger will be here.  I will miss the class that I have had for the past eight weeks.  I have become very fond of them, and I am sure that Mrs. Kreger will enjoy them too.  I am pleased to have had this opportunity to work with your child.

First Grade

Mrs. House
Apples
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They grow on trees. -Emma

They can taste really good.-Cody

We went to the apple orchard.-Alexie

Apples change colors from green to red.-Jacob

We picked apples at the orchard.-McKayla

They are healthy for you.-Aubrey

They fall off in the winter.-Matthew

They start from flower blossoms and turn into nice tasty apples.-Elijah

The apples go to the machine to get washed up.-Braydon

The bees live in the apple orchard.-Elizabeth

Apples are sweet and they have juice in them to make apple cider.-Levi
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In the summer time the bees collect the pollen from the flowers.-Madison

Apple juice and apple pie can be made out of apples.-Hannah

They keep the apples in crates in the fridge.-Wyatt

Second Grade

Mrs. Harman

Second Grade has been working hard to learn how to solve various types of word problems.  Here are some tips to help you assist your child with math homework:

1.  At times, your child will be asked to write a story problem.  Please help your child come up with ideas with which he or she can connect.  Incorporating family members and personal stories into the problems (as long as they are school appropriate) helps students remember concepts and makes the process more fun for all involved. 
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For example, if you own two dogs Will and Kate, your child could write, "Will ate 7 Milk Bones and Kate ate 12 Milk Bones.  How many more Milk Bones did Will eat than Kate?"

Be sure to include the answer with its appropriate label.

2.  If your child has difficulty understanding how to write a story problem, make a model.  Have your child get cans of soup from the cupboard, magazines, spoons, or anything which can easily be counted.  Use the items to show how they can be added and subtracted or how unknown quantities can be found. 

4. Label drawings.  Help your child to include simple abbreviations or a single letter to label his or her drawings.  Make sure your child has used the correct label for his or her answer. 

3.  Make drawings simple.  Encourage your child to draw simple circles instead of detailed drawings.  Circles can be colored or labeled with a letter to indicate what it represents.  

5.  Encourage your child to think aloud as he or she solves the problem, taking it step-by-step.

6.  Talk about another way to solve the problem.  Invite family members to draw pictures and show how they would solve the same problem differently.

Third Grade

Ms. Thomas

Biography Poems from Reading Class

Lane
Funny, crazy, strong, brave

Sibling of Nicholas, Cara, Samy, Aubrey, Donavin, Jordan, Brayden and Liam
Lover of Mom, Pop, Dad, Mrs. Sharley

Fears nothing

Needs Mom and Dad

Gives love and kindness

Would like to see my real Dad

Resident of Blossburg

Burge
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Braydden

Funny, nice, cool, fun

Sibling of Ukiah and Trevin

Lover of animals

Who fears cows

Needs friends and family

Gives kisses

Would like to see my family in New York

Resident of Blossburg

Spencer
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Curtis

Fun, cool, talented, strong

Sibling of Sarah, Colin, and Andrew

Lover of tech decks and scooters

Fears something getting hurt by

Needs education

Gives presents and food

Would like to see my cousin Chad

Resident of Covington

Craig
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Fourth and Fifth Grade

Mrs. Herres
As we begin our 2nd month in our new team teaching arrangement, students and teachers are getting more familiar with the schedule and transitioning between the rooms. October has been a very busy month so far acquiring new skills in both grades.

In Language Arts students have been working on sentence types and structure and focusing on constructing good sentences with correct punctuation. This skill is an important lifelong skill and is being implemented in all subject areas. Students in both fourth and fifth grades are becoming word champions, as they try to use their robust vocabulary often. Please encourage your child to continue to use these words at home whenever possible.

Math skills have been adding up for both grades. Fourth grade has been working on rounding numbers, expanded notation, place value and constructing and interpreting graphs. In fifth grade students are building on their skills from last year and are now comparing numbers and working on solving and writing more complex math story problems. Keep practicing math facts nightly.

Fourth grade science has been studying about our area watersheds and wetlands, with numerous, hands on activities and experiments.  We are currently creating mini-wetland models so students can see firsthand how a wetland functions. The students in fifth have been working on the concept of sound. They are learning how sound is made and how sound travels through different materials. Both grades are thinking like scientists!

Our 4th grade Harrisburg trip was really outstanding, as we were lucky enough to visit the Capitol on its 105th birthday!  When we arrived in Harrisburg, the children were in awe of the beauty of the Capitol Building and the amazing fountain.  As we ventured into the Capitol building we were greeted by Ms. Hill, who provided us with a tour showing how the political process works. The children saw many areas of the Capitol building, and then had the opportunity to meet our state representative, Matt Baker.
Our tour continued throughout the rest of the Capitol building, where the children observed where the Senate convenes and also had the privilege of touring the Supreme Court room. They were awe struck by all the beautiful paintings, murals, stained glass windows, and chandeliers throughout the Capitol. [image: image17.png]



After lunch the children walked to the Whitaker Science Center, where we engaged in 3 floors of inquiry based/interactive exhibits, which are based on Pennsylvania Academic Standards. The “Forces of Nature” was one of the favorites of the children as they were blown away in the Hurricane chamber and the giant touchable tornado! We also learned many healthy and life style choices in the “Carnival of Health” exhibit. As always, the Imax presentation of “Lewis and Clark” was very exciting as we enjoyed the re-creation of the expedition of the water route to the Pacific Ocean. As we left the children talked about their favorite part of the day. Our trip left everyone with many wonderful memories of a great day.
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Sixth Grade
Mr. Olson

The sixth grades at Blossburg and Liberty Elementary School recently had the opportunity to spend a day together at the Pennsylvania Grand Canyon!  It was a fun filled day with many educational experiences, highlighted by a three-mile hike down the Turkey Path to the canyon floor for lunch.  During the afternoon, our students had the opportunity to participate in some team-building activities with the Liberty students which hopefully helped to build strong friendships for years to come.  The students at both schools will follow up the fieldtrip by writing pen pal letters back and forth to each other throughout the year.

I would like to give a big thank you to everyone who helped with this year’s Cherrydale fundraiser.  It was a team effort between parents, students, and teachers.  Mackenzie Nealen and Samantha Burnette were this year’s top sellers!  This fundraiser was a huge success and will allow us to take our end of the year field trip to New York City!  Stay tuned for more information! 
 

We have one new face among our sixth grade students here at Blossburg.  Kristina Morley, formerly of Mansfield, has been a welcomed edition to our classroom this year.  She has been hard working, friendly, and extremely helpful from day one!

 

Please continue to monitor your child’s progress through the use of eSchoolbooks.  Encourage your child to also bring home all corrected school papers to share with you.   If there are any parents who missed out on conferences last month, please feel free to contact Mr. Olson or Mrs. Coolidge anytime during school to set up a time. 
 

“The difference between the ordinary and the extraordinary is the little extra.”
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