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Welcome Back

As the 2011-2012 school year begins, I want to welcome all the students and staff back to school.  I am excited for all of the learning to get underway.  It is my wish that the students of Blossburg Elementary School have a great year! During our first month of school, we had our baseline testing for our DIBELS and 4-Sight testing and we had our Brain Blitz Assembly.  Our Open House took place on September 21st at 6:30 PM. Unfortunately due to the weather we had to reschedule Fall Festival for October 16th from Noon to 5 p.m.  It will be held in conjunction with the Blossburg Town Fall Festival.

Hope to see you at all of the events this month!


Always,
Dr. Drabick
Kindergarten
Mrs. Hetzel
“Education is not filling the bucket, but the lighting of a fire.”

-W. B. Yeats

Kindergarten is an exciting place to be. How exciting to watch as the students have their “light bulb” moments. Their enthusiasm for their work is contagious. We are all a flutter in the classroom, the sounds and the alphabet we have been learning is finally making sense to us. (Please keep working with those ABC’s every chance you get.)  

Students have been figuring out how many words are in a sentence. They have been working on identifying how many syllables are in each word. Segmenting, and blending sounds. They have been introduced to word families and what makes them sound the same.

Keep your student’s excitement alive by asking them to “read” or sound-out words. Help them to realize they can indeed find words they know everywhere. Look on cereal boxes, magazine, newspapers, and even road signs. As they do this you will probably hear them using some of the phrases we use, in class, to help them remember commonly used words. Some of them are; the king of ing, the wiz of is, and the bat of that. 

Most of all praise compliment and tell them how proud you are about their accomplishments.  Watch your student’s fire burn!
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Kindergarten Jitters
Three ways to help your child adjust to “big kids’ school.”
This may be your child’s first prolonged separation from parents or caregivers and most, though not all are thrilled to be in “real school.”  Still, there will be a period of adjustment, since your child will be spending the day in an unfamiliar building with teachers and kids he/she never met before.  Even children who are used to being away from parents in preschool will require time to transition to this new setting.

What kind of behavior can you expect to see in your child?  Kindergarteners are exuberant and curious, eager to show off what they’ve learned and wholeheartedly involved in the main job of the kindergartener: playing.  By the end of the year, though, your relatively calm, enthusiastic learner may begin to resemble his/her terrible-two self.  He/She is a bit more hesitant, a bit bossier, and a bit more resistant to change.  Some of his/her peers may know how to read already, though most do not, and he/she is fine with that.  

Biggest challenge:  Learning the social skills of getting along with others.  Sitting quietly, listening, raising his/her hand, lining up in a straight line, and learning to share (be it crayons or a teacher’s attention) are all challenges.

What your child needs most:  Here are three ways to help your child thrive:

1.         Regular routines:  Family dinners whenever possible, quiet time in the evening and regular bedtimes set the stage for good study habits later on, and do not forget downtime – overscheduled kids burn out fast.

2.         Opportunities to be independent and responsible:  “As your child’s world widens, he/she needs to be able to sustain good feelings about him/herself away from the support of his/her family,” notes Susan Linn, Ed.D., and educational psychologist at the Judge Baker Children’s Center in Boston, Massachusetts.  One way to do this is by mastering new skills.  Even a 5-year-old can do some chores around the house, and at this age, he/she will probably jump at the chance to prove he/she can.  Setting the table, sorting the clean silverware as you empty the dishwasher, and watering plants are small steps to building confidence.

3.         Practice being a friend:  Most children experience a dramatic change in cognitive ability around the age of 5 and, for the first time, can actually put themselves in a pal’s shoes – well, sometimes.  A kindergartener is also emotionally fickle: sensitive one moment, outrageously self-centered the next.  Work with your child on sharing, taking turns, and practicing tactful ways to say “No, I want to play at your house” without hurting a classmate’s feelings.

Written By: Margerty D. Rosen

First Grade News
Our first graders are getting used to their new first grade routine. They are learning independence with their own desks, completing seatwork, and then finding their centers and working quietly within a group. They are doing an amazing job!
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We have been working on our Apple Unit in Science. The students enjoyed the field trip to Gardiner’s Orchard and learned many aspects of growing and maintaining apples. We will be following with our Tree Unit and working on the life cycle of pumpkins.

First graders are now working on addition. We have been introducing the concept of addition by working on partners, and finding groups of five within numbers. This is very important to start the concept of addition. Our new math series teaches the concepts in ways that you and I never learned. Please watch for parent letters and let us know if you are not sure how to help your children. We will be glad to explain these procedures to you.

As always, keep encouraging reading with your child. Have them read to you every night, and please continue reading to them. They need to see and hear you modeling how to read.

If you ever have any questions please let us know!!

First Grade Team

Sixth Grade

Mrs. Coolidge
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Welcome back! We hope you had a fun and restful summer. We are off to a great start in 6th grade and academics are well under way! We have already learned over 50 new spelling words and 20 vocabulary words. We have read a realistic fiction story, a historical fiction story, and are currently reading a biography about the Wright Brothers! In math, students are learning the divisibility rules. Ask them to teach you some new math tricks for dividing! They have learned about sentence types, subjects and predicates in grammar. In Social Studies, they have learned the geography of all 50 states and are currently reviewing the continents and oceans. They have been busy!
In sixth grade, we require the students to have 30 reading counts points each nine weeks. Please encourage your 6th grader to read nightly so they meet this goal.

 We also began fundraising for sixth grade field trips we will take this year. They worked hard and raised almost $5,000.00!!!We would like to thank everyone that bought items and contributed to our class fund. 

We’re looking forward to a great year!
News For You
Mrs. Andrews

Research shows that children are more likely to succeed in learning when their families actively support them.  When family members read with their children, talk with their teachers, participate in school or other learning activities and help them with homework, they give children a tremendous advantage.


Teachers need the understanding and help of families in supporting classroom instruction.  One important way that families can lend this support is by taking an interest in the homework that their children bring home and by finding the most effective ways to help their children with that homework.


Homework is important because it can improve children’s thinking and memory.  It can help them to develop positive study skills and habits that will serve them well throughout their lives.  It can encourage them to use time well, to learn independently and to take responsibility for their work.


Helping children with their homework benefits families as well.  It can be a way for families to learn more about what their children are learning in school and an opportunity for them to communicate both with their children and with teachers.


Your interest in your children’s education can spark their enthusiasm and lead them to understand that learning can be rewarding and is well worth the effort.
Student Council News
Student Council election results are in! Members were voted in by their peers, and are as follows:

4th Grade:

Sierra Farrington

Nolan Frederick

Aaron Guido

 Grace Glimm

Ian Hurlbert

Sara Jo Frost

JoAnn McNamara

Patelin Nowack

5th:
Connor Carrigan 

Brandyn Choplosky

Katrina Davis

Kiley Goetz

Kamren Manikowski

Tylar O'Conners 

Mariah Pino
Brion Smith


6th:

Sierra Bowers

Drew Brandes

Michelle Brubaker

Samantha Burnette

Naseer Burzak

Sarah Craig

Karlind Dunbar

Mackenzie Nealen

Student Council officers were elected as well,  Naseer Burzak, President,  Karlind Dunbar, Vice-President, MacKenzie Nealen, Tresurer, and Sierra Bowers Secretary.  Congratulations to all members and officers!

Student Council is off to a great start this year. We have already organized a donation drive for flood victims and will be delivering the supplies in the days to come. Thank you to everyone who donated to this great cause! Student Council is also sponsoring Blossburg Elementary Spirit Week for Homecoming this year. The North Penn Homecoming game is Friday, October 14th, at Island Park. In the days leading up to the big game, we will be having theme days to show our Panther Pride!  The class with the highest percentage of participants will win a prize!

The days are as follows: 

Monday, October 10th- No school

Tuesday, October 11th-Crazy Hair Day

Wednesday, October 12th- Grade Color Wars (Common shirt colors have been duplicated so everyone has a chance to participate equally.)


Kindergarten- White


First- Blue

 Second-Black


Third- White

Fourth- Blue

Fifth- Black
Sixth- White

Thursday, October 13th- Favorite sports team day (Jersey’s, t-shirts, etc)

Friday, October 14th- Blue and White Day-Wear your colors to Island Park to support the football team!
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Thank you for supporting the Book Fair!

During our fall book fair, more than $4,300 worth of books were sold – that is our highest selling book fair to date!  That’s also a whole lot of books in the hands of our students, which is outstanding.  Our school earned a profit of over $1,200 in free books from Scholastic which will benefit everyone at BES.  Thank you to everyone who supported the fair and waited in a very long line during Open House!  It is very much appreciated.
Watch for our Spring 2012 book fair which will be coming at the end of February!

Mrs. Gerrity
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If you would like to continue to get a paper copy of the newsletter, please return the bottom slip of paper to your child’s teacher.

The newsletter is also available on the school web site at www.southerntioga.org, click on Blossburg Elementary School, In Side Our School, Newsletter, Select Month (October, etc.)

__________________________

Yes, I would like to receive newsletters for the 2011-2012 school year.

Name of Student:________________________

Teacher:______________________________









